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Introduction 
 
On May 21, 1968, the Board of Supervisors passed and adopted Resolution number 345-68 to establish 
Boulder Creek County Service Area (CSA) No. 7 to provide operation and maintenance of the sanitary 
sewer system.  
  
CSA No. 7 consists of 263 sewer connections, 3.0 miles of 8-inch gravity sewer main, 1.27 miles of 4-
inch force main,  83 sewer manholes, 6 clean outs, a wastewater treatment plant, 5 pump stations and 
4 leach pits. The Boulder Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant treats the domestic wastewater from the 
Boulder Creek Country Club and housing suburb with an average daily flow of 30,144 gallons per day.  
These facilities are operated and maintained by the County of Santa Cruz Department of Public Works’ 
Sanitation Division. Revenues to operate the treatment facility and associated sewer collection system 
are collected on annual property tax bills from all parcels whose properties are connected to the 
system.  

  
Appendix A includes a map of CSA No. 7 and Appendix E includes a copy of Resolution no. 345-68. 
 
  
Current Use of Revenue 
 
Assessment charges on each property is based on an initial estimate of the annual operating cost and 
expenses for the maintenance and operation of the system, as well as the funding deemed necessary 
for future capital improvements and reserves (replacement funding).   The adopted 2019-2020 
budget showing the currently budgeted revenues and expenditures is given in Appendix D. 
 
 
Required System Improvements 
 
The following improvements have been deemed necessary by County Sanitation Division staff (Staff): 
 
Blower Line 
The blower line is an 8-inch ductile iron pipe that runs from the blower room to the treatment plant, 
it was leaking and repairs were completed in 2019 and the costs were approximately $25,000. Work 
was performed on an emergency basis by Durden Construction.  If the blower lines were to fail,  
hauling of wastewater would be required in order to maintain compliance with the State permit. 
 
Blower 
The existing blowers are in need of replacement.  The blowers provide air  to the aeration tank through 
diffusers that are located at the bottom of the tank. The air provides oxygen to the liquid in the tank 
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for the bacteria to thrive and removes organic materials and nutrients. If the blowers were to fail, 
hauling of the wastewater would be required in order to maintain compliance with the State permit.    
 
Equalization Tank 
The equalization tank is also in need of replacement.  The equalization tank is used as a holding basin 
after the influent leaves the grinder and allows for optimization of the the wastewater treatment 
plant during variations of flows.  During periods of high levels of discharge, wastewater is diverted to 
the equalization tank and is held there before treatment or at times is removed by hauling to prevent 
a sanitary sewer overflow. 
 
The equalization tank was designed to include a mixer to mix the equalization effluent and provide a 
uniform volume and composition to the Aeration Tank.  Currently a mixer is not used, but Staff is 
recommending that a mixer be purchased and installed as part of the equalization tank 
improvements. 
 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Office 
The office of the wastewater treatment plant is in need of major repairs.  The existing roof leaks and 
the interior of the office is in need of structural improvements, roof repairs and insulation.   
  
Sewer Collection System 
Staff is also recommending the sewer main collection system be inspected by closed-circuit televising 
and the installation of flowmeters.  The wastewater treatment plant experiences high levels of 
infiltration during wet weather. The average daily wet flow is approximately is 40,000 gallons per day 
and for comparison the average daily dry flow is approximately is 30,144 gallons per day.   
 
The budget for 2019/2020 fiscal year did not allocate costs for the maintenance and operation of the 
sewer collection system. For fiscal year 2020/2021, $15,000 are budgeted for closed-circuit televising 
flow meter installations to identify the sewer main structural deficiencies.  
 
 
Pump Station Clubhouse #1 

The existing pump station was constructed in 1972 and is located behind the Boulder Creek Golf 
Course clubhouse and Boulder Creek runs along the westerly side of the station.  During storm 
events, the pump station experiences high levels of inflow and infiltration (I&I).  The County proposes 
to make improvements to the wetwell to decrease the I&I. In addition, the pumps need replacement 
and the County proposes to install submersible pumps.  The increased I&I impacts the equipment at 
treatment plant and increases the hauling of untreated wastewater from the treatment plant during 
storm events. 
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The pump station improvements are planned for fiscal year 2022/2023 and the capital reserves will 
be used for the project costs.  
 
 
Estimated Cost Improvements 
 
An estimate of the costs required to construct and maintain the described required system 
improvements as well as a schedule for improvements are shown in the following table:  
 

Capital Improvement  Estimated 
Cost 

FY 
19/20 

FY 
20/21 

FY 
21/22 

FY 
22/23 

Capital Replacement Reserves $354,843    X 
Equalization Tank Replacement  $250,000  X   
Treatment Plant Upgrades (Blowers) $15,000 X    
Equalization Tank Mixer Installation  $75,000  X   
Office Improvements $10,000   X  
Pump Station Upgrades $18,892 X    
Pump Station #1 Rehabilitation $600,000    X 
Structure Upgrades $42,255   X  
Total Estimated Costs  $1,365,990     

 
Charge Calculation and Proposed Charge 
 
The annual sewer service charge levied on each parcel is based on the direct cost of providing service 
to the parcels within the boundaries of the CSA.  The Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors 
approved the current rates charged, which became effective on July 1, 2019.  The approved annual 
charges for Fiscal Year 2019/2020 are shown in the table below. 
 

Unit Type No. of Units Sewer Service Charge 
FY 2019/2020 

Golf Course Pool 1 $1,479.15 plus $6.76 
per HCF 

Golf Course, Club House 1 $1,479.15 plus $6.76 
per HCF 

Condos 163 $1,932.81 
Golf Course Tennis Court 1 $1,479.15 plus $6.76 

per HCF 
Single Family  98 

 
$2,143.82 

                   HCF = hundreds cubic feet 
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 The costs to provide sewer service increase over time, so typically rates are raised in accordance 
with the Consumer Price Index (CPI) annually.  However, due to the extent of the improvements 
required over the coming years and the increase in operation costs, an increase of the CPI, will not be 
sufficient.  The sewer service charge for the 2020/2021 fiscal year is being established by the County 
to cover the required maintenance and operation.  See attached historical rate increases and 
proposed rate increases in Appendix D.  A sewer charge rate increase of 4.5 percent (4.5%) is 
proposed for the 2020/2021 fiscal year to cover the increased cost of maintenance and operations 
expenses as well as funds for the proposed capital improvement projects.   
 
  
Proposition 218 Considerations 
 
Proposition 218, which the voters of the State of California passed on November 5, 1996, contains 
requirements for the imposition of a fee or charge for property related services. Requirements for 
fees and charges are contained in Section 6 of Article XIII D. 
 
Paragraph (b) describes the requirements for new, existing, or increased fees and charges, as: 

(1) Revenues shall not exceed the funds required to provide the service. 

(2) Revenues shall not be used for any other purpose. 

(3) The amount of the fee or charge imposed upon any parcel or person as an 
incident of property ownership shall not exceed the proportional cost of 
the service attributable to the parcel. 

(4) No fee or charge may be imposed unless the service is actually used by or 
immediately available to the owner of the property in question. 

(5) No fee or charge shall be imposed for general governmental services, i.e., police, 
ambulance, library, where the service is available to the public at large in 
substantially the same manner as it is to the property owners. 

This report and recommended charges comply with these requirements as follows: 

• Revenues generated by this charge will not exceed funds required to provide sewer 
services and shall not be used for any other purpose, besides what has been 
described herein. 
 

• The sewer charge is the proportional cost of provided service to the parcels in the 
CSA and the charge is for actual use or is immediately available to the property in 
question. 
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A  Service Charge Report (a listing of the Assessor's Parcel Numbers to be levied with the 
proposed charge amounts) is not contained in this report, but will be filed with the County Clerk  
in an electronic format at least two weeks prior to the public hearing for the service charge 
reports regarding the levy and collection of the charges for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. The purpose 
of the public hearing on the service charge reports is for the Board to hear and consider all 
objections or protests, if any, to the service charge reports. The service charge reports must be 
approved by the Board and forwarded to the Auditor-Controller, in order to be included on the 
2020-2021 property tax roll.  
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Appendix  A 

CSA 7 Boulder Creek Map 
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Appendix  B 

CSA-7  Sanitary Sewer Map 
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Appendix C 

CSA-7 Leach Field Overview Plan 
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Appendix D 

CSA-7 Sewer Lines with Video 
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Historical and Projected  

Revenue and Expenditures 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Historical Rates Rates and Revenue 
 Number 

of Units 
FY 16/17 

Rate 
FY 17/18 

Rate 
FY 18/19 

Rate 
FY 19/20 

Rate 
19/20 
Total 

Revenue 
FY 20/21 

Rate 
20/21 Total 
Revenue 

Golf Course 
Pool* 1 $1,329.04 + 

$6.08/HCF 
$1,375.56 + 
$6.29/HCF 

$1,415.45 + 
$6.60/HCF 

$1,479.15 + 
$6.76/HCF $2,976.29 $1,545.71 

+$7.06/HCF 
         

$3,110.22 
Golf Course, 
Club House* 1 $1,329.04 + 

$6.08/HCF 
$1,375.56 + 
$6.29/HCF 

$1,415.45 + 
$6.60/HCF 

$1,479.15 + 
$6.76/HCF $8,030.27 $1,545.71 

+$7.06/HCF 
         

$8,391.63 
Condos 163 $1,736.68 $1,797.46 $1,849.59 $1,932.82 $315,049.66 $2,019.80 $329,227.40 

Golf Course 
Tennis 
Court* 

1 $1,329.04 + 
$6.08/HCF 

$1,375.56 + 
$6.29/HCF 

$1,415.45 + 
$6.60/HCF 

$1,479.15 + 
$6.76/HCF $1,549.86 $1,545.71 

+$7.06/HCF $1,619.60 

Single 
Family 98 $1,926.26 $1,993.68 $2,051.50 $2,143.82 $210,094.36 $2,240.29 $219,548.42 

     $532,323.44  $556,278.31 
SFD increased by 1 for FY 19/20 -

verified no of SFD is 98 
 

*HCF = 100 CF of Water       
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