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1 Introduction  

1.1 Background  and Objective  

The following section will present the background and the intent of this Historic Context Statement Update for the 

County of Santa Cruz (Historic Context Statement Update; Update), covering a review of the existing historical 

resources inventory efforts in Santa Cruz County (County), a statement of objective for the project, project funding, 

and a section describing how to use this document.  

1.1.1 Background  

Existing Context 

In 1986, the County commenced to survey historical resources in the County to serve as the baseline for the 

Countyõs Historic Preservation Program, which was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on February 14, 1989. The 

Historic Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 16.42, Volume 2, of the County Code, revised May 1991) governs the 

treatment of the historical resources listed in the inventory. 

In 1993, the County Historical Resources Commission recognized the need to update the inventory due to damage 

from the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake and other events, as well as the lack of a historic context statement for 

consistent evaluation criteria. Historic context statements help to establish recognized, consistent thresholds for 

the interpretation of resources in a particular area within the broader, recognized historical context of the state and 

the nation. This allows for the creation and application of consistent evaluation criteria, ensuring that potential 

resources are not overlooked. After receiving a Certified Local Government program (CLG program) grant from the 

California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), the Historical Resources Commission consultant Susan Lehmann, 

along with County Planning Department staff, initiated a project to compile the Countyõs first historic context 

statement. The project also sought to expand the existing inventory to include previously unsurveyed properties and 

revise it to exclude those historic properties that had been destroyed after the earthquake.  

The result of the project was the 1994 County of Santa Cruz Survey of Historic Resources Update and Context 

Statement (1994 Context Statement), prepared by Susan Lehmann, Historical Resources Consultant.2 In addition 

to a brief discussion about the Precontact3-, Spanish-, and Mexican-period development of the area, the 1994 

Context Statement offered an account of the historical development of the County from 1840 to 1940. This period 

was divided into three contexts, called themes, with associated focused subcategories. The three themes with 

associated subcategories were presented as follows: 

Á Context 1: Economic Development in Santa Cruz County (1850ð1940) 

- Agriculture  

- Industry other than Agriculture  

- Transportation 

 
2 Susan Lehmann, òCounty of Santa Cruz Survey of Historic Resources Update and Context Statement,ó submitted to Santa Cruz 

County Historic Resources Commission, September 15, 1994. Prepared by Susan Lehmann, Historical Resources Consultant for 

the Santa Cruz County Historic Resources Commission.  
3  The term òPrecontactó is used here in place of òPrehistoricó to acknowledge the rich and continuous histories of Native American 

communities prior to contact with outside cultures, including but not limited to Europeans. 
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Á Context 2: Residential, Commercial and Institutional Architecture in Santa Cruz County (1840ð1940) 

- Spanish Mission and Spanish Colonial Style  

- Romantic Styles  

- Victorian Styles  

- Eclectic Styles 

Á Context 3: Institutions in Santa Cruz County (1840ð1940)  

- Schools  

- Churches 

- Fraternal and Community Organizations  

The 1994 Context Statement identified 228 resources as part of the survey update, as follows: 

Á Context 1: 65 total historical resources representing the industries of agriculture, wine, powder, lime, 

lumber, tourism, and transportation 

Á Context 2: 126 total historical resources, all in the area of architecture 

Á Context 3: 37 total historical resources with representative property types including schools, churches, 

community institutions, and fraternal organizations  

Limitations of the Current Document 

OHP recommends updating historic context statements approximately every 5 years to ensure that local and 

preservation planning decisions are based on the most up to date information. The current historic context 

statement has not been updated in 31 years. At the time that the 1994 Context Statement was prepared, the author 

addressed resources that were built before 1940, or 54 years old and older at the time. The document overlooks 

critical periods of historical development within the County that have since become relevant, as they now include 

several decades of potential historical resources over 50 years old.  

The 1994 Context Statement took a narrow approach in its discussion of the many ethnic and cultural groups who 

have contributed greatly to the cultural landscape of the County. The context statement declares that due to limited 

available secondary source material on these groups, òRather than treat ethnic contributions as a separate Context 

or even as sub-topics, any information available about a particular ethnic group [was] woven into the over-all topics 

such as industry, agriculture, education and religion where applicable é Although a very good history of the Chinese 

in the Monterey Bay region by Sandy Lydon has been published, the histories of the Mexican, Filipino, Japanese, 

Italian, Portuguese and Slavic people have yet to be written.ó4 The document therefore does not provide a holistic 

picture of the experience of these groups in the County, which makes the identification of meaningful historical 

resources associated with them difficult.  

1.1.2 Objective  

Historic context statements are intended to be living documents that require updates in perpetuity to ensure they 

remain aligned with current professional standards and accurately reflect ongoing changes in historical 

understanding. The guidance for the preparation of historic contexts has been updated by OHP to emphasize a 

 
4 Lehman, County of Santa Cruz Survey of Historic Resources Update and Context Statement, 2. 
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more comprehensive and analytical approach to understanding and evaluating historical resources, which entails 

placing an emphasis on property types rather than individual buildings or architectural styles. By establishing a 

framework for identifying property types, history can more readily be linked with the built environment.  

This Historic Context Statement Update aims to enhance the 1994 Context Statement by addressing the lack of 

information related to the cultural and ethnic populations living and working in the County between 1850 and 1990. 

The structure of this addendum-style update aims to provide an account of the diverse histories of the populations 

who have contributed greatly to the development of the County that is both more thorough and more precise. The 

purpose of this focus is to identify potential historical resources associated with these groups and their histories 

that were previously not addressed. The broad nature of this discussion is organized using the brief developed 

histories of each of the General Plan planning areas of the County.  

This Historic Context Statement Update therefore focuses on the period from 1850 through roughly 1990 in 

Santa Cruz County, a timeframe selected to capture the full arc of Santa Cruz Countyõs development from early 

statehood through the late twentieth century. This timeframe encompasses significant shifts in population, industry, 

and community life in the County, and includes eras and events that have become eligible for consideration as 

historic resources that were not covered in the 1994 Context statement. By extending the timeframe for this Historic 

Context Update through 1990, this ensures that properties and narratives reflecting more recent and diverse 

historiesñincluding those of cultural and ethnic groups that were systematically excluded and historically 

overlooked ñare recognized and evaluated according to current preservation standards.  

This document introduces new relevant themes with associated property types, eligibility requirements, and 

integrity thresholds. The report also includes the evaluative criteria of the National Register of Historic Places 

(NRHP), California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), and County Historic Resources Inventory.  

1.1.3 Funding  

Amendments to the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) in 1980 created the CLG program to involve local 

governments in historic preservation and integrate these efforts into local planning. The CLG program, the federal 

government, and the County jointly funded this 2025 addendum-style Update of the existing 1994  Context 

Statement. The total cost for this Update is $66,650. OHP awarded the County a $40,000 CLG grant for the 

2025-2026 CLG funding year, and the County contributed an additional $26,650 in County staff work-hours toward 

the project. The grant period for this project is December 1, 2024, through May 30, 2026. 

1.1.4 How to Use This Document  

In accordance with best practice and National Park Service guidance, properties must be evaluated within their 

historic context to ensure a thorough application of the eligibility criteria. Theme, place, and time are the basic 

elements that define a historic context. The context statement typically includes and describes eras of physical 

development, including the evolution of building forms and architectural styles, as well as highlighting facets of 

patterns of development or events.  

Historic context is also linked to the built environment through the concept of property type. A property type is a 

grouping of properties with shared physical or associative qualities and characteristics. Characteristics may relate 

to structural forms, architectural styles, building materials, or site type. Associative characteristics may relate to the 

nature of associated events or activities or to associations with a specific individual or group of individuals. In this 
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way, the historic context provides a key tool for considering the significance and integrity of potential historical 

resources. In order to provide a contextual framework for assessments, this context provides an overview of the 

historical themes and architectural styles that were identified in this context statement. 

1.1.5 Designation Criteria and Integrity Requirements  

The following presents an overview of the national, state, and local guidelines for evaluating properties in the County 

for historical significance and integrity.  

National Historic Preservation Act and the National Register of Historic Places 

The NHPA established the NRHP and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. Under the NHPA, significant 

cultural resources are referred to as historic properties, which include any prehistoric or historic district, site, 

building, structure, or object included in, or determined eligible for inclusion in, the NRHP. This term includes 

artifacts, records, and remains that are related to and located within such properties. The term includes properties 

of traditional religious and cultural importance to an Indian tribe or Native Hawaiian organization. Historic properties 

designated by the Secretary of the Interior to be National Historic Landmarks are nationally significant historic 

places that possess exceptional value or quality in illustrating or interpreting the heritage of the United States. A 

property is considered historically significant if it meets one of the NRHP criteria and also retains sufficient historic 

integrity to convey its significance. 

The NRHP is the United Statesõ official list of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects worthy of preservation. 

Overseen by the National Park Service under the U.S. Department of the Interior, the NRHP was authorized under 

the NHPA, as amended. Its listings encompass all National Historic Landmarks, as well as historic areas 

administered by the National Park Service. 

The NRHP criteria for evaluation (36 CFR Section 60.4) consider the quality of significance in American history, 

architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, and structures. For a 

property to be listed or determined eligible for listing on the NRHP, it must first be evaluated for its ability to meet 

one or more of the following criteria: 

 That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 

history; or 

 That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

 That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent 

the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable 

entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

 That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

To be listed on the NRHP, a property must not only be shown to be significant under at least one of the NRHP 

criteria, but it also must have integrity. The evaluation of integrity is sometimes a subjective judgment but must 

always be grounded in an understanding of a propertyõs physical features and how they relate to its significance. 

Historic properties either retain integrity (that is, convey their significance) or they do not. Within the concept of 

integrity, the NRHP criteria recognize seven aspects or qualities that, in various combinations, define integrity. These 

are location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
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To retain historic integrity, a property will always possess several, and usually most, of these aspects. The retention 

of specific aspects of integrity is paramount for a property to convey its significance. Determining which of these 

aspects are most important to a particular property requires knowing why, where, and when the property 

is significant.5 

There are certain types of properties that are not considered eligible for the NRHP. However, such properties will 

qualify if they are integral parts of districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall within the following categories: 

 A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or historical 

importance; or 

 A building or structure removed from its original location but which is primarily significant for architectural 

value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a historic person or event; or 

 A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate site or 

building directly associated with his or her productive life; or 

 A cemetery which derives its primary importance from graves of persons of transcendent importance, from 

age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events; or 

 A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in a dignified 

manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other building or structure with the same 

association has survived; or 

 A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with 

its own exceptional significance; or 

 A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance. 

California Register of Historical Resources:  

California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5024.1 establishes the CRHR, which lists all significant resources 

in California considered to be historical resources. In California, the term historical resource includes, but is not 

limited to, òany object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which is historically or 

archaeologically significant, or is significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, 

educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of Californiaó (PRC Section 5020.1[j]). The CRHR is òto be 

used by state and local agencies, private groups, and citizens to identify the stateõs historical resources and to 

indicate what properties are to be protected, to the extent prudent and feasible, from substantial adverse changeó 

(PRC Section 5024.1[a]). The criteria for listing resources in the CRHR were expressly developed to be in accordance 

with previously established criteria developed for listing in the NRHP. As such, a resource is considered historically 

significant if it meets at least one of the following criteria outlined under PRC Section 5024.1(c): 

1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of California's 

history and cultural heritage. 

2. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past. 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or represents 

the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values. 

 
5 California Office of Historic Preservation, California Register and National Register Criteria: A Comparison (for the Purposes of 

Determining Eligibility for the California Register), OHP Technical Assistance Series No. 6, Sacramento, CA: Office of Historic 

Preservation, Department of Parks and Recreation, 2011. 
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4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

In addition to meeting one of the significance criteria described in PRC Section 5024.1(c), a resource must also 

possess sufficient integrity to qualify for listing in the CRHR. Integrity is defined in 14 California Code of Regulations 

(CCR) Section 4852(c) as òthe authenticity of an historical resourceõs physical identity evidenced by the survival of 

characteristics that existed during the resourceõs period of significanceó as evaluated with regard to the resourceõs 

retention of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Historical resources that 

lack sufficient integrity to meet the criteria for listing in the NRHP may still be eligible for listing in the CRHR if they 

have the potential to yield significant scientific or historical information, or specific data. 

The CRHR includes not only listed prehistoric and historic-era cultural resources but also California Historical 

Landmarks (numbered 770 and above), California Points of Historical Interest designated by the State Historical 

Resources Commission, and resources identified through local historical resource surveys or designated under local 

ordinances, provided the survey and ordinance meet the criteria in 14 CCR Section 4852(e) and (f). 

Santa Cruz County Historic Resources Inventory 

A list of historical resources is maintained in the Countyõs Historic Resources Inventory, which identifies historic 

resources located in the unincorporated areas of the County. òHistoric resourceó is defined in Chapter 16.42, 

Historic Preservation, of the County Code as follows (County Code 16.42.030 [I] [Ord. 5061 Section 28, 2009; 

Ord. 4922 Section 1, 2008]): 

Any structure, object, site, property, or district which has a special historical, archaeological, 

cultural or aesthetic interest or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural 

characteristics of the County, State, or nation, and which either has been referenced in the County 

General Plan, or has been listed in the historic resources inventory adopted pursuant to SCCC 

16.42.050 and has a rating of significance of NR-1, NR-2, NR-3, NR-4, or NR-5. 

To be placed on the Countyõs Historic Resources Inventory, a property must first be evaluated for its ability to meet 

one or more of the following criteria and on its retention of architectural integrity and historic value (County 

Code 16.42.050 , Historic Resource Designation [Ord. 4922 Section 1, 2008]): 

1. The resource is associated with a person of local, State or national historical significance. 

2. The resource is associated with an historic event or thematic activity of local, State or national importance. 

3. The resource is representative of a distinct architectural style and/or construction method of a particular 

historic period or way of life, or the resource represents the work of a master builder or architect or 

possesses high artistic values. 

4. The resource has yielded, or may likely yield, information important to history. 

Santa Cruz County Historic Districts: The County defines a historic district as a group of resources that (County Code 

16.42.030 [E] [Ord. 5061 Section 28, 2009; Ord. 4922 Section 1, 2008]): 

1. Have character of special historic or aesthetic interest or value; and 

2. Represent one or more periods or styles of architecture typical of one or more eras in the history of the 

County; and 
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3. Cause such area, by reason of these factors, to constitute a geographically definable area possessing a 

significant concentration or continuity of sites, buildings, structures, or objects that are unified by past 

events, or aesthetically by plan or physical development. 

1.2 Methodology  

1.2.1 Geographic Scope of the General Plan Planning Areas 

The scope of this study is limited to the County and examines the individual histories of its 15 General Plan planning 

areas (planning areas) (Figure 1, General Plan Planning Areas). The following section briefly describes the planning 

areas within the County, which define the geographic boundaries of this study, along with the related General Plan 

Town Areas (towns) and General Plan Village Areas (villages). 
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Figure 1. General Plan Planning Areas in Santa Cruz County 
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Aptos (AT) 

The Aptos Planning Area is located in the southwestern area of the County between the Soquel Planning Area to 

the east and Aptos Hills Planning Area to the east and northeast. The Aptos Planning Area is bordered by Monterey 

Bay to the southwest and the Santa Cruz Mountains to the northeast and comprises several unincorporated 

communities, including Aptos, Seacliff, and Rio Del Mar, and two villages, Aptos Village and Seacliff Village.6  

Aptos Village  

Aptos Village is located approximately 6 miles east of the City of Santa Cruz and 8 miles northwest of the City of 

Watsonville. The village serves as the gateway to the Forest of the Nisene Marks State Park. Aptos Village is divided 

into three major areas: the Hihn subdivision, which is separated from the rest of the village by Trout Gulch Road 

and the railroad tracks; South of Soquel; and the Village Core, which is located north of Soquel Drive and west of 

Trout Gulch Road.7  

Seacliff Village 

Seacliff Village is located between the town of Capitola and the community Rio Del Mar, approximately 7 miles 

southeast of the City of Santa Cruz and 10 miles northwest of the City of Watsonville. The community extends from 

Borregas Gulch to Aptos Creek on the seaward side of Highway 1, comprising about 21.3 acres of land.  

 
6 John Hibble, òA Brief Overview of the History of Aptos,ó Aptos Chamber of Commerce, accessed May 22, 2025, 

https://aptoschamber.com/history-aptos/; Data Commons, òAptos,ó accessed May 22, 2025, https://datacommons.org/place/  

geoId/0602378 .  
7 David Thomas Clark, Santa Cruz County Place Names (Kestrel Press, 2008), 9; County of Santa Cruz Planning Department, òAptos 

Village Plan,ó February 23, 2010, accessed May 22, 2025, TABLE OF CONTENTS, 1, 19. 

https://aptoschamber.com/history-aptos/
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/GeneralPLanTownPlans/AptosVillagePlanCurrent.pdf
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Exhibit 1. Aptos (AT) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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Aptos Hills (AH) 

The Aptos Hills Planning Area is located in the southeastern area of the County between the Summit Planning Area 

to the southwest and the Eureka Planning Area to the east and southeast. The Aptos Hills Planning Area is directly 

east of the census designated place of Aptos and northeast of the community of Rio del Mar. It overlaps several 

unincorporated communities, including Aptos, Aptos Hills-Larkin Valley, and Day Valley.  
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Exhibit 2. Aptos Hills (AH) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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Bonny Doon (BD) 

The Bonny Doon Planning Area is situated in the northwestern area of the County between the North Coast Planning 

Area to the northwest and the San Lorenzo Valley Planning Area to the north and northeast. The Bonny Doon 

Planning Area partially overlaps the community of Davenport and includes the unincorporated community of Bonny 

Doon, which encompasses an area of 16.7 square miles.8  

 
8 Clark, Santa Cruz County Place Names, 33; United States Census Bureau, Bonny Doon CDP, California, accessed May 23, 2025, 

https://data.census.gov/profile/Bonny_Doon_CDP,_California?g=160XX00US0607470. 
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Exhibit 3. Bonny Doon (BD) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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Carbonera (CB) 

The Carbonera Planning Area is located in the central area of the County, to the northeast of the Live Oak Planning 

Area and west of the Lorenzo Valley Planning Area. Carbonera Creek, an 8-mile-long stream, flows southward 

through the area.9 In addition to the City of Scotts Valley, the Carbonera Planning Area also contains the 

unincorporated communities of Paradise Park and Pasatiempo.  

 
9 Clark, Santa Cruz County Place Names, 59; òCarbonero Estates Subdivision Seeks Annexation to SC City,ó Santa Cruz Sentinel, 

March 11, 1962, 8. 
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Exhibit 4. Carbonera (CB) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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Eureka Canyon (EC) 

Eureka Canyon is a planning area located in the southeastern area of the County, west of the Summit Planning Area, 

northwest of the Aptos Hills Planning Area, and northeast of the Pajaro Valley Planning Area. Eureka Canyon is near 

the Eureka Canyon, which extends from the summit of the Santa Cruz Mountains southward toward the flatlands of 

Corralitos. The Corralitos Creek flows through the canyon to the west of the planning area. The Eureka Canyon Planning 

Area contains Corralitos and a portion of Day Valley, both of which are unincorporated communities.10 

 
10 Clark, Santa Cruz County Place Names, 104.  
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Exhibit 5. Eureka Canyon (EC) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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La Selva (LS) 

The La Selva Planning Area is located in the southwestern area of the County, southwest of the community of Rio 

Del Mar and southeast of the Aptos Hills Planning Area. A population of approximately 2,531 resides in the 

community of La Selva Beach, half of which overlaps with the La Selva Planning Area.11  

 
11 United States Census Bureau, òLa Selva Beach, CDP, California,ó accessed May 23, 2025, https://data.census.gov/profile/  

La_Selva_Beach_CDP,_California?g=160XX00US0640508. 



COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ / HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT UPDATE 

 

 17923 20 
 OCTOBER 2025  

Exhibit 6. La Selva (LS) Planning Area.  

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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Live Oak (LO) 

The Live Oak Planning Area is situated in the southwestern area of the County, west of the Soquel Planning Area 

and southeast of the Carbonera Planning Area. The Live Oak Planning Area is located east of the City of Santa Cruz 

and northeast of the City of Capitola and contains the unincorporated communities of Live Oak, Twin Lakes, and 

Pleasure Point.12  

 
12 Data USA, òLive Oak, California,ó accessed May 26, 2025, https://datausa.io/profile/geo/live -oak-ca; United States Census 

Bureau, òLive Oak, CDP, California,ó accessed May 26, 2025, https://data.census.gov/profile/Live_Oak_CDP,_ 

California?g=160XX00US0641922.  
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Exhibit 7. Live Oak (LO) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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North Coast (NC) 

The North Coast Planning Area is in the northwestern area of the County, northwest of the Bonny Doon Planning 

Area and west of the San Lorenzo Valley Planning Area. The North Coast Planning Area extends from the border of 

San Mateo County to the north, west to the edge of Santa Cruz County along the Pacific Ocean, 1 mile inland to the 

east, and south to the City of Santa Cruz city limits. The planning area spans approximately 20 miles and partially 

overlaps the census designated community of Davenport. Davenport is located approximately 9 miles north of the 

City of Santa Cruz and southwest of Bonny Doon. As of 2020, Davenportõs population was 388 residents, who 

occupy an area spanning 2.8 miles.13  

 
13 United States Census Bureau, òDavenport, CDP, California,ó accessed May 27, 2025, https://data.census.gov/profile/  

Davenport_CDP,_California?g=160XX00US0618086; Coastal Conservancy, òNorth Coast Santa Cruz Access Facilities and 

Management Plan,ó September 23, 2021, 3. 
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Exhibit 8. North Coast (NC) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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Pajaro Valley (PV) 

The Pajaro Valley Planning Area is located in the southeastern area of the County, between the Salsipuedes 

Planning Area to the east and the Aptos Hills Planning Area to the west. It is named for the Pajaro River, and the 

valley is bordered by the Pacific Ocean on the west and the Santa Cruz Mountains to the east. The area begins in 

the Chittenden Pass, where the Pajaro River enters through a pass in the Santa Cruz Mountains, and extends to 

the Pacific coast. The City of Watsonville is located to the southwest. The planning area contains the unincorporated 

communities of Freedom, Amesti, and Interlaken.14  

 
14 Clark, Santa Cruz County Place Names, 232; K. Muir, òGeology and Ground Water of the Pajaro Valley Area, Santa Cruz and 

Monterey Counties, California, January 1, 1972,ó accessed May 27, 2025, https://www.usgs.gov/publications/geology-and-

ground-water-pajaro-valley-area-santa-cruz-and-monterey-counties. 
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Exhibit 9. Pajaro Valley (PV) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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Salsipuedes (SS) 

Salsipuedes is a planning area located in the southeastern area of the County, west of the Pajaro Valley Planning 

Area and the Santa Clara County border. Salsipuedes encompasses the mountainous area where Corralitos Creek 

becomes Salsipuedes Creek and extends to the Pajaro River near Highway 129 in Watsonville.15 The planning area 

partially overlaps the unincorporated community of Interlaken.  

 
15 Clark, Santa Cruz County Place Names, 268. 
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Exhibit 10. Salsipuedes (SS) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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San Andreas (SA) 

The San Andreas Planning Area lies in the southwestern area of the County, southwest of the Pajaro Valley Planning 

Area and southeast of the La Selva Planning Area. It is also the name of a railroad stop later known as òEllicott,ó 

located west of Watsonville, near present-day Buena Vista Drive and San Andreas Road.16 The planning area 

contains the unincorporated community of Pajaro Dunes and the southern half of the La Selva Beach neighborhood. 

 
16 Ibid., 269, 291. 
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Exhibit 11. San Andreas (SA) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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San Lorenzo Valley (SL) 

The San Lorenzo Valley Planning Area is located in the Santa Cruz Mountains in the northern area of the County, 

between the Skyline Planning Area to the northeast and the North Coast Planning Area to the west. The community 

of Felton is considered the southern entrance to the valley, and Boulder Creek is considered the northern entrance. 

The San Lorenzo River flows through the valley. There are seven communities within the San Lorenzo Valley: the 

four unincorporated communities of Brookdale, Lompico, Mount Hermon, and Zayante, and three towns, Ben 

Lomond, Boulder Creek, and Felton.17 

Ben Lomond 

Ben Lomond is a town within the San Lorenzo Valley Planning Area that encompasses 8.4 square miles, with a 

population of 6,337 and a total of 2,622 households. The town is located at the base of the Ben Lomond mountain 

range, which extends southeast of Big Basin Redwoods State Park to the University of California, Santa Cruz 

(UCSC) campus.18  

Boulder Creek 

Boulder Creek is a town in the northern end of the San Lorenzo Valley, located within the San Lorenzo Valley 

Planning Area at the junction of Bear Creek, Boulder Creek, and the San Lorenzo River. The unincorporated 

community has a land area of 7.5 square miles and 5,429 residents.19  

Felton 

Felton is a town located at the southern end of the San Lorenzo Valley Planning Area, bordered by Bonny Doon to 

the east, Ben Lomond to the north, and Mount Hermon to the west. Felton encompasses 4.6 square miles and has 

a population of 4,489 with 1,606 households.20  

 
17 Ibid., 296.  
18 United States Census Bureau, òBen Lomond, CDP, California,ó accessed June 2, 2025, 

https://data.census.gov/profile/Ben_Lomond_CDP,_California?g=160XX00US0605332; Clark, Santa Cruz County Place 

Names, 22. 
19 United States Census Bureau, òBoulder Creek, CDP, California,ó accessed June 2, 2025, 

https://data.census.gov/profile/Boulder_Creek_CDP,_California?g=160XX00US0607652; Clark, Santa Cruz County Place 

Names, 35. 
20 United States Census Bureau, òFelton, CDP, California,ó accessed June 2, 2025, 

https://data.census.gov/profile/Felton_CDP,_California?g=160XX00US0623826; Clark, Santa Cruz County Place Names, 110. 
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Exhibit 12. San Lorenzo Valley (SL) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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Skyline (SK) 

The Skyline Planning Area is located in the Santa Cruz Mountains, northwest of the San Lorenzo Valley Planning 

Area and northeast of the Summit Planning Area. Skyline Boulevard is a mountain road that begins at Sloat 

Boulevard in San Francisco and extends to Bear Creek Road in the County, at which point its name becomes Summit 

Road. Skyline also refers to Skyline Boulevard and the Skyline to Sea Trail. The trail, which is 30 miles in length, 

starts at an elevation of 3,2414 feet at Castle Rock and ends at sea level at Waddell Beach in Big Basin Redwoods 

State Park. There are no census designated communities in the Skyline Planning Area.21 

 
21 Clark, Santa Cruz County Place Names, 324ð326. 
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Exhibit 13. Skyline (SK) Planning Area.  

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 
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Soquel (SQ) 

The Soquel Planning Area is located in the south central area of the County, situated between the Aptos Planning 

Area to the west and the Carbonera Planning Area to the northeast. Developed around Soquel Creek, the village 

was historically located on Rancho Soquel. Presently, Soquel encompasses 4.6 square miles and the 

unincorporated community of Soquel. 22 

 
22 Data USA, òSoquel, CA,ó accessed June 2, 2025, https://datausa.io/profile/geo/soquel -ca#:~:text=In%202023%2C% 

20Soquel%2C%20CA%20had,%24114%2C991%2C%20a%200.942%25%20increase; Clark, Santa Cruz County Place 

Names, 330. 
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Exhibit 14. Soquel (SQ) Planning Area. 

 

Source: Dudek 2025. 

 
































































































































































































































