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Prohousing Designation Program Application Package 

Instructions 
 
The applicant is applying for a Prohousing Designation under the Prohousing Designation 
Program (“Prohousing” or “Program”), which is administered by the Department of Housing 
and Community Development (“Department”) pursuant to Government Code section 65589.9. 
 
The Program creates incentives for Jurisdictions that are compliant with State Housing Element 
Law and that have enacted Prohousing Policies. These incentives will take the form of additional 
points or other preference in the scoring of applications for competitive housing and 
infrastructure programs. The administrators of each such program will determine the value and 
form of the preference. 
 
In order to be considered for a Prohousing Designation, the applicant must accurately complete 
all sections of this application, including any relevant appendices. The Department reserves the 
right to request additional clarifying information from the applicant. 
 
This application is subject to Government Code section 65589.9 and to the regulations (Cal. 
Code Regs., tit. 25, § 6600 et seq.) adopted by the Department in promulgation thereof 
(“Regulations”). All capitalized terms in this application shall have the meanings set forth in the 
Regulations. 
 
All applicants must submit a complete, signed application package to the Department, in 
electronic format, in order to be considered for a Prohousing Designation. Please direct 
electronic copies of the completed application package to the following email address: 
ProhousingPolicies@hcd.ca.gov. 
 
A complete application will include all items identified in the Application Checklist.  
 
In relation to Appendix 1, the Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation Program, 
please use strikethrough and underline if proposing any modifications to the text of the 
Resolution. Please be aware, any sustentative deviations from the Formal Resolution may 
result in an incomplete application and will likely be subject to additional internal review and 
potential delays.  
 
Appendix 2, the Proposed Policy Completion Schedule, applies only if an application 
includes proposed policies. 
 
Appendix 3, Self-Scoring Sheet and Sample Self-Scoring Sheet, includes a blank template 
to be completed by the applicant as part of the application, as well as a Sample Self-Scoring 
Sheet with an example of how this template may be completed.  
 
Appendix 4 lists examples of Prohousing Policies with enhancement factors to aid applicants 
in understanding how enhancement factors may be applied.  
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Appendix 5 provides a sample template to assist applicants with confirming the treatment of 
homeless encampments within the jurisdiction is consistent with USICH’s “7 Principles for 
Addressing Encampments.” 
 
Appendix 6 provides a checklist to confirm that a Diligent Public Participation Process was 
conducted. 
 
Appendix 7 is where the applicant will include any additional information and supporting 
documentation for the application. 
 
If you have questions regarding this application or the Program, or if you require technical 
assistance in preparing this application, please email ProhousingPolicies@hcd.ca.gov.  
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Application Checklist 
 
 Yes No 
Application Information ☒ ☐ 
Certification and Acknowledgement ☒ ☐ 
The Legislative Information form is completed. ☒ ☐ 
The Threshold Requirements Checklist is completed.  ☒ ☐ 
A duly adopted and certified Formal Resolution for the Prohousing 
Designation Program is included in the application package. 
(See Appendix 1 for the Formal Resolution for the Prohousing 
Designation Program form.) 

☒ ☐ 

If applicable, the Proposed Policy Completion Schedule is 
completed. (See Appendix 2.) 

☐ ☒ 

The Self-Scoring Sheet is completed. (See Appendix 3 for the Self-
Scoring Sheet and the Sample Self-Scoring Sheet.) 

☒ ☐ 

One-page summary describing consistency with the 7 Principles for 
Addressing Encampments is completed. (See Appendix 5 for a 
template to assist.) 

☒ ☐ 

The checklist confirming that a Diligent Public Participation process 
was conducted. (See Appendix 6 for the template.) 

☒ ☐ 

Additional information and supporting documentation (Applicant to 
provide as Appendix 7.) 

☒ ☐ 

 
 

Application Information 
 
Applicant (Jurisdiction):  County of Santa Cruz 
Applicant Mailing Address: 701 Ocean Street 
City:  Santa Cruz 
ZIP Code:  95060 
Website:  cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov  
Authorized Representative Name Matt Machado 
Authorized Representative Title:  Director – Community Development & 

Infrastructure Dept 
Phone:  831.454.3112  
Email:  Matt.machado@santacruzcountyca.gov 
Contact Person Name:  Fernanda Dias Pini 
Contact Person Title:  Policy Planner 
Phone:  831.454.3119 
Email:  Fernanda.diaspini@santacruzcountyca.gov 
Total Self-Score (Based on Appendix 3):  60 
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CERTIFICATION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT24 
 
As authorized by the Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation Program (Resolution 
No. 177-2022), which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference as if set forth in full, I 
hereby submit this full and complete application on behalf of the applicant. 
 
I certify that all information and representations set forth in this application are true and 
correct. 
 
I further certify that any proposed Prohousing Policy identified herein will be enacted within 
two (2) years of the date of this application submittal. 
 
I acknowledge that this application constitutes a public record under the California Public 
Records Act (Gov. Code, § 6250 et seq.) and is therefore subject to public disclosure by the 
Department. 
 
 
 
Signature: __________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Name and Title: Matt Machado, Deputy/CEO of Community Development and Infrastructure 
 
 
 
Date: _______________________________________________ 
 

Legislative Information 
 

District Number Legislators Name(s) 
 

State 
Assembly 

District 
 

28 Gail Pellerin 

 
State 

Senate 
District 

 

17 John Laird 

 
Applicants can find their respective State Senate representatives at 
https://www.senate.ca.gov/, and their respective State Assembly representatives at 
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/ 
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Threshold Requirements Checklist 
 
The applicant meets the following threshold requirements in accordance with Section 6604 of 
the Regulations: 
 
 Yes No 
The applicant is a Jurisdiction. ☒ ☐ 
The applicant has adopted a Compliant Housing Element. ☒ ☐ 
The applicant has submitted or will submit a legally sufficient Annual 
Progress Report prior to designation. 

☒ ☐ 

The applicant has completed or agrees to complete, on or before the 
relevant statutory deadlines, any rezone program or zoning that is 
necessary to remain in compliance with Government Code sections 
65583, subdivision (c)(1), and 65584.09, subdivision (a), and with 
California Coastal Commission certification where appropriate. 

☒ ☐ 

The applicant is in compliance, at the time of the application, with 
applicable state housing law, including, but not limited to those included 
in Government Code section 65585, subdivision (j); laws relating to the 
imposition of school facilities fees or other requirements (Gov. Code, § 
65995 et seq.); Least Cost Zoning Law (Gov. Code, § 65913.1); Permit 
Streamlining Act (Gov. Code, § 65920 et seq.); and provisions relating 
to timeliness of CEQA processing by local governments in Public 
Resources Code sections 21080.1, 21080.2, and 21151.5(a). 

☒ ☐ 

The applicant further acknowledges and confirms that its treatment of 
homeless encampments on public property complies with and will 
continue to comply with the constitutional rights of persons experiencing 
homelessness and that it has submitted a one-page summary to the 
Department demonstrating how the applicant has enacted best practices 
in their jurisdiction related to the treatment of unhoused individuals 
camping on public property, consistent with United States Interagency 
Council on Homelessness’ “7 Principles for Addressing Encampments,” 
(June 17, 2022 update), hereby incorporated by reference. 

☒ ☐ 

The applicant has duly adopted and certified, by the applicant’s 
governing body, a Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation 
Program, which is hereby incorporated by reference. (A true and correct 
copy of the resolution is included in this application package.) 

☒ ☐ 
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Scoring Criteria 
Category 1: Favorable Zoning and Land Use 

 
Category Prohousing Policy Description Points 

1A Sufficient sites, including rezoning, to accommodate 150 percent or 
greater of the current or draft RHNA, whichever is greater, by total 
and income category. These additional sites must be identified in the 
Jurisdiction’s housing element adequate sites inventory, consistent 
with Government Code section 65583, subdivisions (a)(3) and (c)(1). 

3 

1B Permitting missing middle housing uses (e.g., duplexes, triplexes, and 
fourplexes) by right in existing low-density, single-family residential 
zones in a manner that exceeds the requirements of SB 9 (Chapter 
162, Statutes of 2021, Gov. Code, §§ 65852.21, 66411.7). 

3 

1C Sufficient sites, including rezoning, to accommodate 125 to 149 
percent of the current or draft RHNA, whichever is greater, by total 
and income category. These points shall not be awarded if the 
applicant earns three points pursuant to Category (1)(A) above. These 
additional sites must be identified in the Jurisdiction’s housing element 
adequate sites inventory, consistent with Government Code section 
65583, subdivisions (a)(3) and (c)(1). 

2 

1D Density bonus programs that allow additional density for additional 
affordability beyond minimum statutory requirements (Gov. Code, § 
65915 et seq.). 

2 

1E Increasing allowable density in low-density, single-family residential 
areas beyond the requirements of state Accessory Dwelling Unit Law, 
(Gov. Code, §§ 65852.2, 65852.22) (e.g., permitting more than one 
converted ADU; one detached, new construction ADU; and one JADU 
per single-family lot), and in a manner that exceeds the requirements 
of SB 9 (Chapter 192, Statutes of 2021, Gov. Code, §§ 65852.21, 
66411.7). These policies shall be separate from any qualifying policies 
under Category (1)(B).  

2 

1F Eliminating minimum parking requirements for residential 
development as authorized by Government Code section 65852.2; 
adopting vehicular parking ratios that are less than the relevant ratio 
thresholds at subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) of Gov. Code section 
65915, subdivision (p)(1); or adopting maximum parking requirements 
at or less than ratios pursuant to Gov. Code section 65915, 
subdivision (p). 

2 

1G Zoning or incentives that are designed to increase affordable housing 
development in a range of types, including, but not limited to, large 
family units, Supportive Housing, housing for transition age foster 
youth, and deep affordability targeted for Extremely Low-Income 
Households in all parts of the Jurisdiction, with at least some of the 
zoning, other land use designation methods, or incentives being 
designed to increase affordable housing development in higher 
resource areas shown in the TCAC/HCD Opportunity Map, and with 
the Jurisdiction having confirmed that it considered and addressed 
potential environmental justice issues in adopting and implementing 

2 
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this policy, especially in areas with existing industrial and polluting 
uses. 

1H Zoning or other land use designation methods to allow for residential 
or mixed uses in one or more non-residential zones (e.g., commercial, 
light industrial). Qualifying non-residential zones do not include open 
space or substantially similar zones. 

1 

1I Modification of development standards and other applicable zoning 
provisions or land use designation methods to promote greater 
development intensity. Potential areas of focus include floor area 
ratio, height limits, minimum lot or unit sizes, setbacks, and allowable 
dwelling units per acre. These policies must be separate from any 
qualifying policies under Category (1)(B) above. 

1 

1J Establishment of a Workforce Housing Opportunity Zone, as defined 
in Government Code section 65620, or a Housing Sustainability 
District, as defined in Government Code section 66200. 

1 

1K Establishment of an inclusionary housing program requiring new 
developments to include housing affordable to and reserved for low- 
and very low-income households, consistent with the requirements of 
AB 1505 (Chapter 376, Statutes of 2017, Gov. Code, § 65850.01). 

1 

1L Other zoning and land use actions not described in Categories (A)-(K) 
of this section that measurably support the Acceleration of Housing 
Production. 

1 
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Scoring Criteria 
Category 2: Acceleration of Housing Production Timeframes 

 
Category Prohousing Policy Description Points 

2A Establishment of ministerial approval processes for multiple housing 
types, including, for example, single-family, multifamily and mixed-use 
housing. 

3 

2B Acceleration of Housing Production through the establishment of 
streamlined, program-level CEQA analysis and certification of general 
plans, community plans, specific plans with accompanying 
Environmental Impact Reports (EIR), and related documents. 

2 

2C Documented practice of streamlining housing development at the 
project level, such as by enabling a by-right approval process or by 
utilizing statutory and categorical exemptions as authorized by 
applicable law, (e.g., Pub. Resources Code, §§ 21155.1, 21155.4, 
21159.24, 21159.25; Gov. Code, § 65457; Cal Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 
15303, 15332; Pub. Resources Code, §§ 21094.5, 21099, 21155.2, 
21159.28). 

2 

2D Establishment of permitting processes that take less than four months 
to complete. Policies under this category must address all approvals 
necessary to issue building permits. 

2 

2E Absence or elimination of public hearings for projects consistent with 
zoning and the general plan. 

2 

2F Priority permit processing or reduced plan check times for homes 
affordable to Lower-Income Households. 

2 

2G Establishment of consolidated or streamlined permit processes that 
minimize the levels of review and approval required for projects, and 
that are consistent with zoning regulations and the general plan. 

1 

2H Absence, elimination, or replacement of subjective development and 
design standards with objective development and design standards 
that simplify zoning clearance and improve approval certainty and 
timing. 

1 

2I Establishment of one-stop-shop permitting processes or a single point 
of contact where entitlements are coordinated across city approval 
functions (e.g., planning, public works, building) from entitlement 
application to certificate of occupancy. 

1 

2J Priority permit processing or reduced plan check times for 
ADUs/JADUs or multifamily housing. 

1 

2K Establishment of a standardized application form for all entitlement 
applications. 

1 

2L Documented practice of publicly posting status updates on project 
permit approvals on the internet. 

1 

2M Limitation on the total number of hearings for any project to three or 
fewer. Applicants that accrue points pursuant to category (2)(E) are 
not eligible for points under this category. 

1 

2N Other policies not described in Categories (2)(A)-(M) of this section 
that quantifiably decrease production timeframes or promote the 
streamlining of approval processes. 

1 
 

Scoring Criteria 
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Category 3: Reduction of Construction and Development Costs 
 

Category Prohousing Policy Description Points 
3A Waiver or significant reduction of development impact fees for 

residential development with units affordable to Lower-Income 
Households. This provision does not include fees associated with the 
provision of housing affordable to Lower-Income Households (e.g., 
inclusionary in lieu fees, affordable housing impact fees, and 
commercial linkage fees). 

3 

3B Adoption of policies that result in less restrictive requirements than 
Government Code sections 65852.2 and 65852.22 to reduce barriers 
for property owners to create ADUs/JADUs. Examples of qualifying 
policies include, but are not limited to, development standards 
improvements, permit processing improvements, dedicated 
ADU/JADU staff, technical assistance programs, and pre-approved 
ADU/JADU design packages. 

2 

3C Adoption of other fee reduction strategies separate from Category 
(3)(A), including fee deferrals and reduced fees for housing for 
persons with special needs. This provision does not include fees 
associated with the provision of housing affordable to Lower-Income 
Households (e.g., inclusionary in lieu fees, affordable impact fees 
and commercial linkage fees). 

1 

3D Accelerating innovative housing production through innovative 
housing types (e.g., manufactured homes, recreational vehicles, park 
models, community ownership, and other forms of social housing) 
that reduce development costs. 

1 

3E Measures that reduce costs for transportation-related infrastructure 
or programs that encourage active modes of transportation or other 
alternatives to automobiles. Qualifying policies include, but are not 
limited to, publicly funded programs to expand sidewalks or protect 
bike/micro-mobility lanes, creation of on-street parking for bikes, 
transit-related improvements, or establishment of carshare programs. 

1 

3F Adoption of universal design ordinances pursuant to Health and 
Safety Code section 17959. 

1 

3G Establishment of pre-approved or prototype plans for missing middle 
housing types (e.g., duplexes, triplexes, and fourplexes) in low-
density, single-family residential areas. 

1 

3H Adoption of ordinances that reduce barriers, beyond existing law, for 
the development of housing affordable to Lower-Income Households. 

1 

3I Other policies not described in Categories (3)(A)-(H) of this section 
that quantifiably reduce construction or development costs. 

1 
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Scoring Criteria 
Category 4: Providing Financial Subsidies 

 
Category Prohousing Policy Description Points 

4A Establishment of a housing fund or contribution of funds towards 
affordable housing through proceeds from approved ballot 
measures.  

2 

4B Establishment of local housing trust funds or collaboration on a 
regional housing trust fund, which include the Jurisdiction’s own 
funding contributions. The Jurisdiction must contribute to the local or 
regional housing trust fund regularly and significantly. For the 
purposes of this Category, “regularly” shall be defined as at least 
annually, and “significant” contributions shall be determined based 
on the impact the contributions have in accelerating the production of 
affordable housing. 

2 

4C Demonstration of regular use or planned regular use of funding (e.g., 
federal, state, or local) for preserving assisted units at-risk of 
conversion to market rate uses and conversion of market rate uses 
to units with affordability restrictions (e.g., acquisition/rehabilitation). 
For the purposes of this category, “regular use” can be demonstrated 
through the number of units preserved annually by utilizing this 
funding source. 

2 

4D Provide grants or low-interest loans for ADU/JADU construction 
affordable to Lower- and Moderate-Income Households. 

2 

4E A comprehensive program that complies with the Surplus Land Act 
(Gov. Code, § 54220 et seq.) and that makes publicly owned land 
available for affordable housing, or for multifamily housing projects 
with the highest feasible percentage of units affordable to Lower 
Income Households. A qualifying program may utilize mechanisms 
such as land donations, land sales with significant write-downs, or 
below-market land leases. 

2 

4F Establishment of an Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District or 
similar local financing tool that, to the extent feasible, directly 
supports housing developments in an area where at least 20 percent 
of the residences will be affordable to Lower-Income Households. 

2 

4G Prioritization of local general funds to accelerate the production of 
housing affordable to Lower-Income Households. 

2 

4H Directed residual redevelopment funds to accelerate the production 
of affordable housing. 

1 

4I Development and regular (at least biennial) use of a housing subsidy 
pool, local or regional trust fund, or other similar funding source 
sufficient to facilitate and support the development of housing 
affordable to Lower-Income Households.  

1 
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4J Prioritization of local general funds for affordable housing. This point 
shall not be awarded if the applicant earns two points pursuant to 
Category (4)(G). 

1 

4K Providing operating subsidies for permanent Supportive Housing. 1 
4L Providing subsidies for housing affordable to Extremely Low-Income 

Households. 
1 

4M Other policies not described in Categories (4)(A)-(L) of this section 
that quantifiably promote, develop, or leverage financial resources 
for housing affordable to Lower-Income Households. 

1 
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Scoring Criteria 
Enhancement Factors 

 
The Department shall utilize enhancement factors to increase the point scores of Prohousing 
Policies. An individual Prohousing Policy may not use more than one enhancement factor. 
Each Prohousing Policy will receive extra points for enhancement factors in accordance with 
the chart below. 
 

Category Prohousing Policy Description Points 
1 The policy represents one element of a unified, multi-faceted 

strategy to promote multiple planning objectives, such as efficient 
land use, access to public transportation, housing affordable to 
Lower-Income Households, climate change solutions, and/or hazard 
mitigation. 

2 

2 Policies that promote development consistent with the state planning 
priorities pursuant to Government Code section 65041.1. 

1 

3 Policies that diversify planning and target community and economic 
development investments (housing and non-housing) toward place-
based strategies for community revitalization and equitable quality of 
life in lower opportunity areas. Such areas include, but are not 
limited to, Low Resource and High Segregation & Poverty areas 
designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity 
Maps, and disadvantaged communities pursuant to Health and 
Safety Code sections 39711 and 39715 (California Senate Bill 535 
(2012). 

1 

4 Policies that go beyond state law requirements in reducing 
displacement of Lower-Income Households and conserving existing 
housing stock that is affordable to Lower-Income Households. 

1 

5 Rezoning and other policies that support intensification of residential 
development in Location Efficient Communities. 

1 

6 Rezoning and other policies that result in a net gain of housing 
capacity while concurrently mitigating development impacts on or 
from Environmentally Sensitive or Hazardous Areas. 

1 

7 Zoning policies, including inclusionary housing policies, that increase 
housing choices and affordability, particularly for Lower-Income 
Households, in High Resource and Highest Resource areas, as 
designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity 
Maps. 

1 

8 Other policies that involve meaningful actions towards Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing outside of those required pursuant to 
Government Code sections 65583, subdivision (c)(10), and 8899.50, 
including, but not limited to, outreach campaigns, updated zoning 
codes, and expanded access to financing support. 

1 
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Self-Scoring Sheet Instructions 
 
The Department shall validate applicants’ scores based on the extent to which each identified Prohousing Policy contributes to 
the Acceleration of Housing Production. The Department shall assess applicants’ Prohousing Policies in accordance with 
statutory requirements and the Regulations. 
 
The Department shall further assess applicants’ Prohousing Policies using the following four scoring categories: Favorable 
Zoning and Land Use, Acceleration of Housing Production Timeframes, Reduction of Construction and Development Costs, and 
Providing Financial Subsidies. Applicants shall demonstrate that they have enacted or proposed at least one policy that 
significantly contributes to the Acceleration of Housing Production in each of the four categories. A Prohousing Designation 
requires a total score of 30 points or more across all four categories. 
 
Instructions 
 
Please utilize one row of the Self-Scoring Sheet for each Prohousing Policy. 
 

• Category Number: Select the relevant category number from the relevant Scoring Criteria list in this application. Where 
appropriate, applicants may utilize a category number more than once. 

• Concise Written Description of Prohousing Policy: Set forth a brief description of the enacted or proposed 
Prohousing Policy. 

• Enacted or Proposed: Identify the Prohousing Policy as enacted or proposed. For proposed Prohousing Policies, 
please complete Appendix 2: Proposed Policy Completion Schedule. 

• Documentation Type: For enacted Prohousing Policies, identify the relevant documentary evidence (e.g., resolution, 
zoning code provisions). For proposed Prohousing Policies, identify the documentation which shows that implementation 
of the policy is pending.   

• Web Links/Electronic Copies: Insert the Web link(s) to the relevant documentation or indicate that electronic copies of 
the documentation have been attached to this application as Appendix 7. 

• Points: Enter the appropriate number of points using the relevant Scoring Criteria list in this application. 
• Enhancement Category Number (optional): If utilizing an enhancement factor for a particular Prohousing Policy, enter 

the appropriate category number using the relevant Scoring Criteria list in this application. 
• Enhancement Points (optional): If utilizing an enhancement factor for a particular Prohousing Policy, enter the point(s) 

for that Prohousing Policy. 
• Total Points: Add the enhancement point(s) to the Prohousing Policy’s general point score. 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Formal Resolution for the PROHOUSING Designation Program 

On the motion of Supervisor: 
Duly seconded by Supervisor: 
The following resolution is adopted: 

RESOLUTION NO. _____ 
A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF 

THE COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ AUTHORIZING APPLICATION TO AND 
PARTICIPATION IN THE PROHOUSING DESIGNATION PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, Government Code section 65589.9 established the Prohousing Designation Program 
(“Program”), which creates incentives for jurisdictions that are compliant with state housing 
element requirements and that have enacted Prohousing local policies; and 

WHEREAS, such jurisdictions will be designated Prohousing, and, as such, will receive 
additional points or other preference during the scoring of their competitive Applications for 
specified housing and infrastructure funding; and 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Housing and Community Development 
(“Department”) has adopted regulations (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 25, § 6600 et seq.) to implement 
the Program (“Program Regulations”), as authorized by Government Code section 65589.9, 
subdivision (d); and 

WHEREAS, the COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ (“Applicant”) desires to submit an Application 
for a Prohousing Designation (“Application”). 

THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED THAT: 

1. Applicant is hereby authorized and directed to submit an Application to the Department.

2. Applicant acknowledges and confirms that it is currently in compliance with applicable state
housing law.

3. Applicant acknowledges and confirms that it will continue to comply with applicable housing
laws and to refrain from enacting laws, developing policies, or taking other local
governmental actions that may or do inhibit or constrain housing production. Examples of
such local laws, policies, and actions include moratoriums on development; local voter
approval requirements related to housing production; downzoning; and unduly restrictive or
onerous zoning regulations, development standards, or permit procedures. Applicant further
acknowledges and confirms that the Prohousing Policies in its Application comply with its
duty to Affirmatively Further Fair Housing pursuant to Government Code sections 8899.50
and 65583. Applicant further acknowledges and confirms that its general plan is in alignment
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with an adopted sustainable communities strategy pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
21155- 21155.4. Applicant further acknowledges and confirms that its policies for the 
treatment of homeless encampments on public property comply with and will continue to 
comply with the Constitution and that it has enacted best practices in its jurisdiction that are 
consistent with the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness’ “7 Principles for 
Addressing Encampments” (June 17, 2022, update). 

4. If the Application is approved, Applicant is hereby authorized and directed to enter into,
execute, and deliver all documents required or deemed necessary or appropriate to participate
in the Program, and all amendments thereto (the “Program  Documents”).

5. Applicant acknowledges and agrees that it shall be subject to the Application; the terms and
conditions specified in the Program Documents; the Program Regulations; and any and all
other applicable law.

6. The Director of the Community Development and Infrastructure Department (CDI) is
authorized to execute and deliver the Application and the Program Documents on behalf of
the Applicant for participation in the Program.

, 2026, by the following 

_____________________________
Monica Martinez, 
Chair of the Board of Supervisors 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 24 day of 
vote:  

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

ATTEST: ___________________________ 
  Juliette Rezzato,

              Chief Deputy Clerk of the Board 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

___________________________ 
Assistant County Counsel 

Cc; County counsel 
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March

Supervisors Koenig, De Serpa, Cummings, Hernandez, and Martinez

None

None

None
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The undersigned, Matt Machado, Deputy/ CEO Director of Community Development & 
Infrastructure Department of Applicant, does hereby attest and certify that the foregoing is a true 
and full copy of a resolution of the Applicant’s governing body adopted at a duly convened 
meeting on the date above-mentioned, and that the resolution has not been altered, amended or 
repealed.  

SIGNATURE:______________________________________ DATE: _____________ 

NAME: Matt Machado   
TITLE: Deputy/ CEO Director of Community Development & Infrastructure Department 
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Appendix 2: Proposed Policy Completion Schedule 
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Number 

Concise Written Description of  
Proposed Policy 

Key Milestones and 
Milestone Dates 

Anticipated 
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Date 

Notes 
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Appendix 3: Self-Scoring Sheet and Sample Self-Scoring Sheet 
 

Self-Scoring Sheet 
 

Category 
Number Concise Written Description of Prohousing Policy 

Enacted 
or 

Proposed 

Documentation 
Type (e.g., 

resolution, zoning 
code) 

Insert Web Links to 
Documents or Indicate 
that Electronic Copies 

are Attached as 
Appendix 5 

Point
s 

Enhancement 
Category Number 
(refer to Project 

Proposal 
Enhancement 

Factors) 

Enhance
ment 

Points 

Total 
Points 

1D Santa Cruz County Code (SCCC) includes an Enhanced Density Bonus Program, which allows a bonus 
of 40% for mixed-income, for-sale developments that provide at least 15% affordable (moderate or 
lower) units for sale, with a larger bonus for projects that provide more than 15% affordable. The intent 
was to ensure that the County’s inclusionary requirements would not be a disincentive to development 
of new housing for sale.  
 
This policy qualifies for Enhancement Factor 1. Together with the County’s implementation of State 
Density Bonus Law, SB9, improvements in multimodal infrastructure along key corridors (Soquel Drive 
Multimodal Project, the Green Valley Road Multi-Use Trail Improvement Project, and partnering in 
constructing 18 miles of the Coastal Rail Trail, a pedestrian and bicycle trail that will provide a 
continuous 32-mile trail that runs the length of the County; partnering with Santa Cruz METRO on the 
Rapid Corridors Improvement Project), and rezone program demonstrate the County’s unified, multi-
faceted actions to promote infill development, improved access to public transportation, availability of 
housing for lower-income households, and  promoting alternative modes of transportation to engender 
Greenhouse Gas reductions. The local Density Bonus policy is a key mechanism to develop multifamily 
projects and further the County’s goals for a sustainable, healthy, safe, and more affordable community.  

Enacted SCCC 17.12.065 SCCC 17.12.065: 
Enhanced Density 
Bonus (linked) 
  

2 Category 1 2 4 

1E The 2024 Sustainability Update increased allowable residential densities across the board in all General 
Plan designations that allow residential uses, including in lower-density areas, thereby expanding the 
number of housing units that can be developed in existing single-family residential areas. In addition to 
the overall increase in allowable density, this Update includes new and/or updated policies for multiple 
types of infill projects that are now allowed in existing single-family areas within the urbanized area of 
the county (e.g., GP Policies BE-2.1.3 and 2.1.4):   
 
The Residential Urban Low (R-UL) General Plan Land Use Designation allows development at 4-10 
units/acre. Development in R-UL may consist of detached single-family homes, semi-attached homes 
[duets], duplexes, and/or small lot single-family subdivisions. 
 
The Residential Urban Medium (R-UM) designation allows densities of 7-15 units/acre. Development in 
R-UM may consist of detached or attached single-family homes, small lot subdivisions, duplexes, duets, 
patio homes, bungalow courts [referred to as dwelling groups in County code], row houses, townhomes, 
and mobile home parks. 
 
Existing single-family neighborhoods in the County, within existing urbanized areas or the “USL,” are 
predominantly in the R-UL and R-UM land use designations, divided roughly evenly between the two.  

2024 Sustainability Update established greater densities in single-family parcels than allowed under 
SB9. SB9 only allows 2 single-family dwellings per parcel whereas pursuant to the 2024 Sustainability 
Update, and as enacted under SCCC 13.10.322-1, certain single-family parcels, depending on lot size 
can achieve more than two dwellings per parcel without the need for a lot split, categorized as it as a 
dwelling group.  

Enacted SCCC 13.10.322-1  SCCC 13.10.322-1: 
Residential Uses Chart 
(linked)  

2 Category 7 1 3 
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Number Concise Written Description of Prohousing Policy 

Enacted 
or 

Proposed 

Documentation 
Type (e.g., 

resolution, zoning 
code) 

Insert Web Links to 
Documents or Indicate 
that Electronic Copies 

are Attached as 
Appendix 5 

Point
s 

Enhancement 
Category Number 
(refer to Project 

Proposal 
Enhancement 

Factors) 

Enhance
ment 

Points 

Total 
Points 

For example, APN 029-171-06 is 1.6270 acres and has General Plan designation of Urban Residential, 
Low Density (U-RL), which allows up to 10 dwelling units per acre, which would allow for 16 dwelling 
units. Whereas under SB9, only 2 units would be allowed without a lot split and 4 with a lot split. 
 
Enhancement Factor 7 applies because the Sustainability Update increased allowable density within the 
unincorporated areas by creating a new Residential Flex Zone, enabling missing middle housing, and 
rezoning opportunity sites to 20+ units per acre, with 85% affordable housing planning in High or 
Highest Resource areas per TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps. 

1G 

Santa Cruz County meets this criterion through near-term housing policies and programs that expand 
opportunities for affordable and supportive housing. The Near-Term Housing Policies include: 

• SCCC 17.12.065: Enhanced Density Bonus 
• SCCC 13.10.631: Farmworker (agricultural employee) Housing 
• SCCC 13.10.475: Regional Housing Need R Combing District  
• SCCC 13.10.424 - 429: PRH Permanent Room Housing Combining District 
• SCCC 13.10.361: Housing on Public and Community Facilities PF District  

 
These policies allow affordable housing on Public Facility (PF) sites, as well as supportive and 
farmworker housing consistent with state opportunity mapping. Additionally, a recent application in Live 
Oak proposes converting an existing motel to transitional housing, initially as a temporary use with plans 
for future rezoning to establish a permanent housing use. Further support is provided through certified 
2023 Housing Element policies and programs, including Policies H-1.6, H-1.9, H-3.4 and Programs H-
1J and H-3K, which collectively promote affordable, supportive, and special needs housing. 
 
Under SCCC 13.10.631, farmworker housing is permitted by right, motel-to-housing conversions are 
enabled through the PRH Combining District, supportive and navigation center housing is allowed by 
right in Public Facility Zones, and the Ministerial Combining District streamlines by-right approval for 
projects with at least 20% affordable units. Geographically, these policies are concentrated in higher-
resource areas, with 85% of affordable units planned in High or Highest Access to Opportunity areas 
per TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps. 
 
Enhancement Factor 1 was applied because the policies listed are part of the County's unified, multi-
faceted strategy to promote multiple planning objectives including efficient land use, access to public 
transportation, and climate solutions by combining priority processing, site consolidation bonus, Housing 
Asset funds and grants, and the PF site monitoring to accelerate affordable housing production 
specifically infill development within the urban services line. Enhanced density bonus provisions 
promote infill development and production of affordable housing. Infill development, coupled with the 
County's efforts to improve multimodal transportation facilities along one of its main corridors, Soquel 
Avenue/Drive, promotes fewer vehicle miles traveled and use of alternative modes of transportation - 
targeting the County's goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
  
The Permanent Room Housing Combining District, along with Farmworker Housing provisions, are 
intended to provide safe housing that is affordable by design and often occupied by low- and moderate-
income residents who live or work in Santa Cruz County. An analysis done for the Housing Element 
determined that a total of 335 lower-income housing units are projected on sites zoned for public facility 
use (PF) within the unincorporated area's urban services line. This policy promotes development within 
sites where the development of housing is consistent with existing uses, like religious institutions and 

 Enacted 1. Near-Term 
Housing 
Policies 

2. 2023 Housing 
Element 

1. Near-Term Housing 
Policies: 

• SCCC 17.12.065: 
Enhanced Density 
Bonus (linked) 

• SCCC 13.10.631: 
Farmworker 
Housing (linked) 

• SCCC 13.10.475: 
Regional Housing 
Need R Combining 
District (linked) 

• SCCC 13.10.424: 
PRH Permanent 
Room Housing 
Combining District 
(linked) 

• SCCC 13.10.361: 
Housing on Public 
and Community 
Facilities PF District 
(linked) 

 
2. 2023 Housing 

Element (linked) 
• Policy H-1.6 – pg. 

4.29 
• H-1.9 – pg. 4-30 
• H-1J (pg. 4-33) 
• H-3.4 – pg. 4-41 
• H-3K – pg. 4-48  

2 Category 1 2 4 
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public institutions, and where sufficient area exists on the site such as underutilized parking area. This 
aligns with County's policies to facilitate infill, affordable and employee housing projects.  
  
These uses demonstrate the County's policies to promote efficient land use while ensuring attainable 
housing is available near jobs, which is another effective mechanism to reduce vehicle miles traveled, 
while also supporting the long-term protection of agricultural land.  Promoting infill incentivizes 
development from occurring in areas where hazards are not present or have been previously mitigated. 
Development on existing lots of record is required to avoid hazards and incorporate appropriate 
setbacks, structural elevation, floodproofing, and other requirements to mitigate potential impacts.   

1H  

Santa Cruz County meets this criterion by allowing residential and mixed-use development within 
several non-residential zones through both its General Plan and Zoning Code. The Zoning Code (SCCC 
13.10.332-1, Commercial Use Charts) and General Plan Built Environment Policies BE-3.1.2, BE-3.1.3, 
and BE-3.1.4 collectively permit mixed-use projects in multiple commercial and public facility districts. 
Specifically, mixed-use residential development is allowed within the C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial), 
C-2 (Community Commercial), PF (Public Facility), and PA (Professional and Administrative Office) 
zone districts, thereby enabling residential uses in traditionally non-residential areas.  

 Enacted 1. SCCC 
13.10.332-1: 
Commercial 
Use Charts 

2. General Plan 
Policies: 

• BE-3.1.2 
• BE-3.1.3 
• BE-3.1.4  

1. SCCC 13.10.332-1: 
Commercial Use 
Charts (linked) 

2. General Plan 
Policies, Built 
Environment 
(linked): 

• BE-3.1.2 - pg. 2-50 
• BE-3.1.3 - pg. 2-50 
• BE-3.1.4 - pg. 2-50  

1 
  

3 

1I 

Santa Cruz County satisfies this criterion through recent updates to its Zoning Code and General Plan 
that promote higher development intensity. As part of the 2024 Sustainability Update (SU), the County 
modernized zoning and development standards across all zone districts to align with increased General 
Plan density ranges, which now allow density of up to 45 units/acre in some zones, whereas previously 
the highest density allowed was 20 units/acre. These revisions include modifications to standards such 
as floor area ratio, height limits, setbacks, and allowable dwelling units per acre, enabling greater 
residential and mixed-use development potential consistent with updated land use goals. The 6th cycle 
Housing Element was informed by the SU, aligning with the housing rules and regulations.  
 
The Residential Flex zone district is mapped to activity centers and corridors; the floor area ratio parking 
exemption for structured parking reduces surface area and vehicle miles traveled; setback standards 
incorporate fire-safe requirements in SRAs; and the density increases directly advance housing 
affordability. 

Enhancement Factor 1 applies because the SU provides a coordinated land use and transportation 
development strategy for the County, which was informed by the County's Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, 
2021-2026 (LHMP) and the Climate Action and Adaption Plan (2023-2027) (CAAP) to support increased 
residential densities and development standards with infill growth in activity centers and multimodal 
corridors while also addressing environmental hazard mitigation, climate change, and climate 
adaptation to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the community. The SU framework promotes efficient 
land use, improves access to transit and alternative transportation, increases housing capacity and 
affordability, and supports climate goals through reduced vehicle miles traveled. 
 
To identify available sites and determine their development potential, sites were screened for available 
utilities including water, sewer, and dry utilities including electricity, natural gas, telephone service, and 
communication lines, sufficient developable area to accommodate development, and the presence of 
environmental constraints and hazards. 

 Enacted 1. SCCC 13.10 
(Development 
standards of all 
zone districts 
have been 
modified to help 
accommodate 
increased GP 
Density) 

2. 2023 Housing 
Element 
(Density ranges 
increased) 

1. SCCC 13.10 (linked) 
2. 2023 Housing 

Element, pg. 4-8 
(linked) 

1 Category 1 2 3 
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1K 

The County’s inclusionary program, codified in SCCC 17.10, was established in 1978. It requires all new 
residential developments of 7 or more new units or lots for sale (for-sale projects) are required to 
provide 15% of the new units as affordable homes for sale (generally at the moderate-income level). 
Additionally, rental residential projects may meet inclusionary requirements by making 15% of units 
permanently affordable to low-income households. 
 
Enhancement Factor 4 applies because SCCC 17.10 implements permanent affordability restrictions 
such as requiring rent regulatory agreements to include terms ensuring “affordability in perpetuity” and 
that affordable units for sale remain affordable “for the life of the unit”.   

 Enacted  SCCC 17.10 SCCC 17.10 (linked) 1 Category 4 1 2 

1L 

Pursuant to SCCC Chapter 17.10 developers are required to either pay an affordable housing impact 
fee (AHIF) or provide affordable rental units as an alternative to the fee. AHIF funds are used primarily 
to subsidize development of affordable multi-family rental projects, with a small portion of the funds 
used for some special purpose housing programs, including the ADU Incentives Program. 

Enacted SCCC 17.10 SCCC 17.10 (linked) 1   1 

2A 

Ordinance 5495 established a ministerial approval process for single-family housing pursuant to SB9.  
Ordinance 5452 establishes a new ministerial combining district to provide a ministerial approval option 
for certain sites identified in the 2023 Housing Element Sites Inventory. Projects that provide 20% lower 
income units or 100% moderate income units can elect to be processed pursuant to that ministerial 
pathway.  
 
Enhancement Factor 2 applies because Ordinance 5452 and the County’s related ministerial housing 
policies facilitate housing production on sites planned for residential growth, including Housing Element 
inventory sites, while incentivizing lower- and moderate-income housing. These policies promote 
efficient infill development consistent with the state planning priorities identified in Government Code 
section 65041.1.  

Enacted 1. Ordinance 5495 
– SB 9 

2. Ordinance 5452 
   

1. Ordinance 5495 
(attached) 

2. Ordinance 5452 
(attached)  

3 Category 2 1 4 

2B 

The 2022 Sustainability Update or General Plan programmatic EIR streamlines the development 
process. In addition, an Addendum to this EIR was prepared for the 2023 Housing Element, including all 
its implementation programs; such as the County’s ministerial combining district ordinance, and the 
rezoning ordinances. The EIR has also been used as a Tier I analysis for standard housing projects and 
100% affordable housing projects.  
 
Ministerial Combining District overlay zone applies to the 2023 Housing Element inventory of 
undeveloped sites for lower-income housing, SCCC 13.10.494-13.10.497. 
 
Enhancement Factor 2 applies because the programmatic EIR and Housing Element Addendum 
facilitate subsequent housing development on sites planned for growth and allow projects to tier from 
prior environmental review, supporting efficient infill development and use of existing infrastructure 
consistent with the state planning priorities in Government Code section 65041.1. 

Enacted  1. Sustainability 
Update EIR 

2. Housing 
Element 
Sustainability 
Update EIR 
Addendum 

3. Ministerial 
Combining 
District 
Ordinance 

4. SCCC 
13.10.494 - 497  

1. Sustainability 
Update EIR (linked) 

2. Housing Element 
Sustainability 
Update EIR 
Addendum   (linked) 

3. Ministerial 
Combining District 
Ordinance (linked) 

4. SCCC 13.10.494 – 
13.10.497 (linked) 

  

3 Category 2 1 4 

2C 

The County has recently approved several projects demonstrating a practice of streamlining housing 
developments at the project level. Recently, several multifamily infill developments employed statutory 
exemptions to expedite project approval, including: Application 251009 (2801 41st Ave.), a 100% 
affordable, 175-unit project was approved under AB 2011 ministerial review process; Application 
241371 (841 Capitola Ave.), a 5-story, 57-unit project applied the infill housing exemption under AB 130 
(PRC 21080.66); and Application 251461 (880 41st Ave.), a 10-unit project applied the residential & 
mixed-use housing exemption under PRC 21159.25. Application 241320 (Soquel Dr. & Thurber Ln), a 
100% affordable, 173-unit project, tiered off the Sustainability Update EIR and applied exemptions 

Enacted  1. Application 
241320 - 
Soquel Dr. & 
Thurber Ln. 
Development 
Permit 

2. Application 
241371 

1. Application 241320 - 
Soquel Dr. & 
Thurber Ln. 
Development Permit 
(attached) 

2. Application 241371 
Planning 

2 Category 7 1 3 
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under PRC 21083.3 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15183. Class 32, the infill categorical exemption, 
was applied for Application 241385 (2100 Chanticleer), a 2-story, 8-unit project.    
 
The 2023 Housing Element increased the number of units a development may contain before it goes to 
the next higher level of site development permit review, eliminating constraints to development. Multi-
family projects submitted pursuant to SB35, SB 2011, etc., or in the County’s ministerial combining 
district, may be processed ministerially (HE Appendix D, pg. HE-D-35). 
 
Housing Element (HE): 

• Table HE-D-9 shows the different types of housing units that are permitted by right by Zone (HE 
Appendix D, pg. HE-D-38) 

• Policy H-1.6 (AFFH) promotes continued implementation of priority processing for affordable 
housing projects (pg. 4-29) 

• Policy H-1K expedites processing for housing developments of 7+ units that meet affordability 
criteria or rehabilitation of 10+ unit subsidized rentals. The policy requires developing 
administrative procedures for all permit phases (pg. 4-34)   

• Programs H-1B and H-1C create a combining zone district and require parcels to be rezoned 
within three years to allow residential use by right, when at least 20% of the units are affordable 
to lower income households (pg. 4-31).  

 
Farmworker Housing Ordinance (2018) established farmworker housing as an agricultural use right 
outside of the coastal zone. 
 
Chapter 17.10 establishes priority processing of residential projects in which ≥25% of units in are 
affordable.  
 
Enhancement Factor 7 applies because the Anton Solana development represents a documented 
practice of using multiple streamlining tools to promote affordable housing production in a Highest 
Resource area. 

Planning 
Commission 
Agenda & 
Minutes 

3. Application 
251461 Zoning 
Administrator 
Agenda 

4. Application 
241385 Staff 
Report 

5. 2023 Housing 
Element 

6. Housing 
Element 
Appendices 

7. SCCC 
13.10.494 - 497 

8. SCCC 
13.10.424 - 
429: PRH 
Permanent 
Room 
Combining 
District 

9. SCCC 
13.10.631: 
Farmworker 
Housing 

10. SCCC 17.10 
  

Commission Agenda 
& Minutes (linked)  

3. Application 251461 
Zoning Administrator 
Agenda (linked) 

4. Application 241385 
Staff Report 
(attached) 

5. 2023 Housing 
Element (linked) 

6. Housing Element 
Appendices (linked) 

7. SCCC 13.10.494 – 
497 (linked) 

8. SCCC 13.10.424 - 
429: PRH 
Permanent Room 
Combining District 
(linked) 

9. SCCC 13.10.631: 
Farmworker 
Housing (linked) 

10. SCCC 17.10 (linked) 
  

2E 

Ordinances 5421 & 5423 - The 2024 Sustainability & Regulatory Update included amendments to 
Chapters 13.10 and 13.11 of the County Code to permit approval levels wherein several types of 
projects now require lower-level approvals, resulting in fewer public hearings required.  
 
Ordinance 5495 establishes ministerial approval for single-family housing pursuant to SB9. Ordinances 
5467 & 5482 establish ministerial process for multifamily housing and rezoning of 43 parcels to be 
eligible pursuant to SB10. Ordinance 5452 establishes a new ministerial combining district to provide 
ministerial approval sites identified in the 2023 Housing Element that provide 20% lower income units.  
 
Enhancement Factor 2 applies because it streamlines housing development establishing ministerial 
approval processes for multifamily and affordable housing in infill areas and less stringent requirements 
for housing developments. These policies support infill development and affordable housing production, 
which are consistent with state planning priorities pursuant to Gov. Code 65041.1. 

Enacted 1. Sustainability 
Update 

2. Ordinances 
5421 & 5423 

3. Ordinance 5495 
– SB 9 

4. Ordinances 
5467 & 5482 – 
SB 10 

5. Ordinance 5452 
– ministerial 
combining 
district 

  

1. Sustainability 
Update (linked) 

2. Ordinances 5421 & 
5423 (attached) 

3. Ordinance 5495 – 
SB 9 (attached) 

4. Ordinances 5467 & 
5482 – SB 10 
(attached) 

5. Ordinance 5452 – 
ministerial 
combining district 
(attached) 

2 Category 2 1 3 

Docusign Envelope ID: B7D13634-CB3C-828B-8107-A3C985C761B9

https://www2.santacruzcountyca.gov/planning/plnmeetings/ASP/Display/ASPX/DisplayAgenda.aspx?MeetingDate=10/22/2025&MeetingType=1
https://www2.santacruzcountyca.gov/planning/plnmeetings/ASP/Display/ASPX/DisplayAgenda.aspx?MeetingDate=10/22/2025&MeetingType=1
https://www2.santacruzcountyca.gov/planning/plnmeetings/ASP/Display/ASPX/DisplayMinutes.aspx?MeetingDate=10/22/2025&MeetingType=1
https://www2.santacruzcountyca.gov/planning/plnmeetings/ASP/Display/ASPX/DisplayAgenda.aspx?MeetingDate=8/7/2026&MeetingType=2
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/GeneralPlanTownPlans/General%20Plan%20Chapters/2023%20Housing%20Element_Final_10-16-24%20New%20Date.pdf
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/GeneralPlanTownPlans/General%20Plan%20Chapters/2023%20Housing%20Element_Final_10-16-24%20New%20Date.pdf
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/GeneralPlanTownPlans/General%20Plan%20Chapters/Chapter%204%20Appendices/2023%20Housing%20Element_Appendices%20Combined_10-16-24%20New%20Date.pdf?ver=RevbC0miVZnOJ2x7XaSfQQ%3d%3d
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/GeneralPlanTownPlans/General%20Plan%20Chapters/Chapter%204%20Appendices/2023%20Housing%20Element_Appendices%20Combined_10-16-24%20New%20Date.pdf?ver=RevbC0miVZnOJ2x7XaSfQQ%3d%3d
https://ecode360.com/47532383
https://ecode360.com/47532383
https://ecode360.com/47532145
https://ecode360.com/47532145
https://ecode360.com/47532766
https://ecode360.com/47541762
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/PolicyPlanning/SustainabilityUpdate.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/PolicyPlanning/SustainabilityUpdate.aspx
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2F 
Chapter 17.10 establishes priority processing for residential projects in which at least 25% of the units 
are affordable. In addition, the Housing Element includes Policy H-1.6 with an updated priority 
processing policy.  

Enacted  1. SCCC 17.10 
2. Housing 

Element Policy 
H-1.6 (enacted) 

1. SCCC 17.10, 
Affordable Housing 
Requirements, 
(linked) 

2. Housing Element 
Policy H-1.6 (linked) 

1 
  

1 

2G 

Ordinances 5421 & 5423 - The 2024 Sustainability & Regulatory Update incorporated code 
modernization efforts, including a new permit system, updates to use charts in all zone districts to 
reduce permit approval levels, and streamlining of the application process. 
 
Prior to these updates, certain development types were subject to higher levels of permit review and 
approval. The updated use charts reduced the required approval level for numerous project types, 
allowing qualifying applications to proceed through lower-level review and reducing unnecessary 
discretionary review and associated processing steps. 
 
The County’s permitting process also consolidates review by allowing projects involving multiple land 
uses to be submitted through a single discretionary permit application, which is then processed at the 
highest approval level required for any component of the project. Together with the new permit system 
and reduced permit approval levels, this provides a more consolidated application and review process 
and minimizes separate approvals. 
 
Enhancement Factor 2 applies because the policies included promote infill development within the 
County’s Urban Services Line, protect existing agricultural lands by ensuring new development is uses 
land efficiently and is sited in locations planned for growth that has adequate transportation and other 
essential utilities and services.   

Enacted 1. Ordinances 
5421 & 5423 

2. Ordinance 5495 
– SB 9 

3. Ordinances 
5467 & 5482 – 
SB 10 

1. Ordinances 5421 & 
5423 (attached) 

2. Ordinance 5495 
(attached) 

3. Ordinances 5467 & 
5482 – SB 10 
(attached) 

1 Category 2 1 2 

2I 

A Unified Permit Center (UPC) was established in 2021 to address the long-term, unmet need for 
coordinated permit-related customer service, and for customer support across Departments and 
agencies that have a role in the land use permitting process (see April 26, 2022 Santa Cruz County 
Board of Supervisors Meeting Agenda Item).  

Enacted 
  

1. April 26, 2022 
Santa Cruz 
County Board 
of Supervisors 
Meeting 
Agenda Item  

2. Unified Permit 
Center Website 

1. April 26, 2022 Santa 
Cruz County Board 
of Supervisors 
Meeting Agenda 
Item - Staff Report 
(attached) 

2. Unified Permit 
Center (UPC) 
(linked) 

1 
 

1 1 

2J 

The County follows state laws that require reduced processing and/or plan check times for 
ADUs/JADUs and certain other types of housing applications. In addition, the County’s Housing 
Element includes an updated policy and program for priority processing of projects that include lower-
income or affordable units. See 2C for details.  
 
Chapter 17.10 establishes priority processing of residential projects in which ≥25% of units are 
affordable. 
 
Enhancement Factor 2 was used because prioritizing fast permitting times for ADU/JADUs, lower-
income, and affordable units promotes infill development, redevelopment of underutilized and previously 
developed land, consistent with state priorities for efficient land use.  

Enacted SCCC 17.10 SCCC 17.10 (linked) 1 Category 2 1 2 

Docusign Envelope ID: B7D13634-CB3C-828B-8107-A3C985C761B9

https://ecode360.com/47541762
https://santacruzcountyca-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pln965_co_santa-cruz_ca_us/Documents/Prohousing%20Designation/Application/GeneralPlanTownPlans
https://santacruzcountyca-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pln965_co_santa-cruz_ca_us/Documents/Prohousing%20Designation/Application/GeneralPlanTownPlans
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC.aspx
https://ecode360.com/47541762
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2K A single discretionary permit application is required for projects involving multiple land uses. 
Applications are then processed for the highest permit approval level required for any individual use.   

Enacted  1. Santa Cruz 
County ePlan 
Review website 

2. Form PLG-100 
– Discretionary 
Permit 
Application  

1. Santa Cruz County 
ePlan Review 
website (linked) 

2. Form PLG-100 – 
Discretionary Permit 
Application (linked) 

1 
  

1 

2L 

The Unified Permit Center (UPC) website provides a one stop shop where the public can look up 
application status by permit number or address. It includes a Permit Center Dashboard which provides 
issued and in-process information regarding building permits and the status of major project 
applications.   

Enacted  1. Unified Permit 
Center Website 

1. Unified Permit 
Center Website 
(linked) 

• Check Application 
Status 

• Pending Public 
Notice Projects 

• Permit Center 
Dashboard  

• Major Project 
Applications 

1 
  

1 

3A 

SCCC Chapters 15.03 and 15.04 exempt lower-income rental units from Parks and Childcare facility 
impact fees. 
 
Enhancement Factor 1 applies because SCCC 15.03.050 and 15.04.050 reduce development costs for 
lower-income rental housing within the Urban Services Line, directly incentivizing affordable housing 
production in existing urbanized areas served by infrastructure and services. This targeted fee relief 
works in coordination with Housing Element Policy H-3.4, which commits County housing resources to 
subsidize affordable housing development, collectively advancing lower-income housing production, 
efficient infill land use, and reductions in greenhouse gases. 

Enacted  1. SCCC 
15.03.050 – 
Recreational 
Fees 

2. SCCC 
15.04.050 – 
Childcare Fees  

1. SCCC 15.03.050 – 
Recreational Fees 
(linked) 

2. SCCC 15.04.050 – 
Childcare Fees 
(linked)  

3 Category 1 2 5 

3B 

The County of Santa Cruz created an ADU Incentives Program to assist homeowners to build ADUs by 
providing free feasibility and project management support.  
 
The County of Santa Cruz also provides pre-designed ADU plans free of charge and developed an ADU 
website with multiple informational guides and resources for those interested in developing ADUs.   

Enacted 1. Santa Cruz 
County ADU 
Incentives 
Program 

2. Pre-Designed 
ADU plans 

3. ADU Website  

1. Santa Cruz County 
ADU Incentives 
Program (linked) 

2. Pre-Designed ADU 
plans (linked) 

3. ADU Website 

2 
  

2 

3D 

SCCC Chapters 13.30, 13.31,13.32, and 13.34 establish protections to preserve mobile home parks 
(MHP) and ensure affordability for MHP residents. SCCC Section 13.10.680 provides for and regulates 
Tiny Homes on Wheels to allow alternative housing types for County residents. SCCC Section 
13.10.685 establishes procedures for the conversion of permitted, transient occupancy recreational 
vehicles and travel trailer parks to permanent occupancy for the purpose of maintaining and/or 
establishing safe permanent housing for very low-income households.  
 
Enhancement Factor 4 applies because the County’s mobilehome park preservation policies go beyond 
minimum State requirements to reduce displacement and conserve existing housing affordable to lower-
income households. SCCC Chapters 13.30 and 13.31 establish local protections governing the 
conversion and closure of mobilehome parks, including requirements intended to ensure adequate 

Enacted  1. SCCC 13.30 
2. SCCC 13.31 
3. SCCC 13.32 
4. SCCC 13.34 
5. SCCC 

13.10.680 
6. SCCC 

13.10.685   
 
 

1. SCCC 13.30 (linked) 
2. SCCC 13.31 (linked) 
3. SCCC 13.32 (linked) 
4. SCCC 13.34 (linked) 
5. SCCC 13.10.680 

(linked) 
6. SCCC 13.10.685 

(linked)  

1 Category 4 1 2 

Docusign Envelope ID: B7D13634-CB3C-828B-8107-A3C985C761B9

http://scceplanreview.santacruzcounty.us/
http://scceplanreview.santacruzcounty.us/
http://scceplanreview.santacruzcounty.us/
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/UnifiedPermitCenter/Discretionary%20Permits%20and%20Zoning/Forms%20and%20Publications/ePlan/Discretionary%20Permit%20Application_PLG100.pdf
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/UnifiedPermitCenter/Discretionary%20Permits%20and%20Zoning/Forms%20and%20Publications/ePlan/Discretionary%20Permit%20Application_PLG100.pdf
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/UnifiedPermitCenter/Discretionary%20Permits%20and%20Zoning/Forms%20and%20Publications/ePlan/Discretionary%20Permit%20Application_PLG100.pdf
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC.aspx
https://www2.santacruzcountyca.gov/PlanningapplicationStatus/
https://www2.santacruzcountyca.gov/PlanningapplicationStatus/
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC/GetInvolved/PendingPublicNoticeProjects.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC/GetInvolved/PendingPublicNoticeProjects.aspx
https://www.santacruzcountyca.gov/VisionSantaCruz/CommunityResults/PermitCenter.aspx
https://www.santacruzcountyca.gov/VisionSantaCruz/CommunityResults/PermitCenter.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC/GetInvolved/MajorProjectApplications.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC/GetInvolved/MajorProjectApplications.aspx
https://ecode360.com/47537818
https://ecode360.com/47537886
https://www.helloadu.org/new-santa-cruz-county-how-to-apply
https://www.helloadu.org/new-santa-cruz-county-how-to-apply
https://www.helloadu.org/new-santa-cruz-county-how-to-apply
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/Housing/ADU.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/Housing/ADU.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/Housing/ADU.aspx
https://ecode360.com/47535797
https://ecode360.com/47535833
https://ecode360.com/47535868
https://ecode360.com/47536126
https://ecode360.com/47533642
https://ecode360.com/47533931
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replacement housing and prevent the loss of affordable housing opportunities, while Chapter 13.32 
further preserves affordability through the County’s mobilehome rent stabilization program. 

 
 

3E The Sustainability Update to the County’s General Plan included policies that:  
• Ensure pedestrian access and ADA improvements 
• Eliminate vehicle-related severe injuries 
• Reduce reliance on vehicles such as transportation demand management strategies 
• Evaluates parking-related measures, such as paid parking and use of parking fees to fund transit 

 
The 2022 Active Transportation Plan identifies priority infrastructure projects and programs that 
encourage active transportation, and possible funding sources.  
 
SCCC 13.16.040 sets requirements for bicycle parking facilities for any new building, intensification of 
use, or some changes in use. SCCC 13.16.041 requires employer shower facilities for any new 
commercial building or intensification of use for new constructions over 12,500 square feet.  
 
SCCC 13.16.200 requires transportation demand management services for residential developments of 
25 or more units, certain nonresidential developments with employers or multitenant sites with 50 or 
more employees, and certain mixed-use developments. 
 
Enhancement Factor 1 applies because these policies represent a unified, multi-faceted strategy to 
combine land use and transportation planning to foster greater active transportation access and 
infrastructure along with new developments. These policies and regulations encourage new housing 
developments to include amenities that support the use of alternative modes of transportation, including 
bicycle parking, showers, and transportation demand management measures for larger developments. 
Thereby encouraging development is supported by adequate multimodal transportation options, laying 
the groundwork for greater multimodal connectivity in the county, which tend to be relied upon as a main 
mode of transport by lower income populations and, therefore is in line with the state planning priority to 
promote equity, public health, safety, and protect the environment. 
  

Enacted 1. Sustainability 
Update 

2. 2022 Active 
Transportation 
Plan (ATP) 

3. The Genera 
Plan has A 
Multimodal 
Transportation 
System for all 
Users. GOAL 
AM-2.0 
COMPLETE 
STREETS 

4. SCCC 
13.16.040 

5. SCCC 
13.16.041 

6. SCCC 
13.16.200 

1. Sustainability 
Update (linked) 

2. 2022 Active 
Transportation Plan 
(ATP) (linked) 

3. Access + Mobility 
Element (linked) 

4. SCCC 13.16.040 
(linked) 

5. SCCC 13.16.041 
(linked) 

6. SCCC 13.16.200 
(linked) 

1 Category 1 2 3 

Docusign Envelope ID: B7D13634-CB3C-828B-8107-A3C985C761B9

https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/PolicyPlanning/SustainabilityUpdate.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/PolicyPlanning/SustainabilityUpdate.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/PublicWorks/Transportation/Traffic%20Engineering/SCC_ATP_Final_web.pdf?ver=lB8_5AVR6x97vFp7oSECSg%3d%3d
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/PublicWorks/Transportation/Traffic%20Engineering/SCC_ATP_Final_web.pdf?ver=lB8_5AVR6x97vFp7oSECSg%3d%3d
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/PublicWorks/Transportation/Traffic%20Engineering/SCC_ATP_Final_web.pdf?ver=lB8_5AVR6x97vFp7oSECSg%3d%3d
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/GeneralPlanTownPlans/General%20Plan%20Chapters/GP%20Chapter%203_Access%20and%20Mobility%20Certified_Clean_032724_Final.pdf?ver=eN-2wF1brdrj-7up4zoSdw%3d%3d&timestamp=1712076362068
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/GeneralPlanTownPlans/General%20Plan%20Chapters/GP%20Chapter%203_Access%20and%20Mobility%20Certified_Clean_032724_Final.pdf?ver=eN-2wF1brdrj-7up4zoSdw%3d%3d&timestamp=1712076362068
https://ecode360.com/47535195
https://ecode360.com/47535215
https://ecode360.com/47535353
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4C Appendix HE-A of the 2023 Housing Element is a review of the County’s efforts to preserve long-term 
housing affordability and stability, and the County’s progress on assisting populations with special 
housing needs during the 5th RHNA cycle. A discussion on the use of different federal, state, and local 
funding sources is also included. 
 
In recent years (2019/20) the County has sold several former Redevelopment Agency properties to 
affordable housing developers including Habitat for Humanity and MidPen Housing Corp., resulting in 
development of 68 new affordable, lower-income units.   
 
The County released a Notice of Funding Availability to affordable housing providers for up to $1.5 
million in County Housing special revenue funds for affordable housing project predevelopment and/or 
housing rehabilitation uses. Three housing providers, two proposing new units and one proposing to 
rehabilitate existing units, were awarded $500,000 each in May 2026. 

Enhancement Factor 8 is applied because the policies listed involve meaningful actions towards 
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing that go beyond Gov. Code §65583(c)(10) and 8899.50. The 
County commits available County housing funds to facilitate development of new affordable rental 
housing and rehabilitation or preservation of at-risk affordable rental units.  

Enacted  1. Appendix HE-A: 
Fair Housing 
Report 

2. May 19, 2026 
Board of 
Supervisors 
Authorization of 
Commitment of 
Housing Funds  

• Staff Report 
• Applications 

Narrative and 
Funding 
Commitment 

• May 19, 2026 
County of Santa 
Cruz Board of 
Supervisors 
Meeting 
Agenda  

1. Appendix HE-A: Fair 
Housing Report 
(linked) 

2. May 19, 2026 Board 
of Supervisors 
Authorization of 
Commitment of 
Housing Funds  

• Staff Report (linked) 
• Applications 

Narrative and 
Funding 
Commitment (linked) 

• May 19, 2026, 
County of Santa 
Cruz Board of 
Supervisors Meeting 
Agenda (linked)  

2 Category 8 1 3 

4G In March 2024, County voters approved Measure K, a one-half cent sales tax, which includes a 
dedication of $1 million in FY 2024-2025 to advance housing in the County. 
 
All Measure K funds go into the County’s General Funds and the Board of Supervisors have full 
discretion each budget year in how funds are allocated. As such, while Measure K does not include 
dedicated funding for housing production, the Board of Supervisors may choose to allocate funds 
towards housing in future years as was done in FY 2024-25.  
 

Enacted 
 

2023 Measure K 
Resolution No. 
216-2023 
Supporting Budget 
Priorities 

2023 Measure K 
Resolution No. 216-
2023 Supporting Budget 
Priorities (attached) 

2   2 

4H Funding for affordable housing during the 5th RHNA cycle came primarily from the County’s Low- and 
Moderate-Income Asset Fund (LMIHAF). That fund contains reuse revenues generated by the County’s 
former Redevelopment Agency Housing Set-Aside Fund (tax increment revenues) 

Enacted Housing Successor 
Agency reports 
(Item 4 lists 
housing 
development 
expenditures per 
fiscal year) 
 

Housing Successor 
Agency Reports (linked) 

1   1 

TOTAL POINTS 60 

 

 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: B7D13634-CB3C-828B-8107-A3C985C761B9

https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/GeneralPlanTownPlans/General%20Plan%20Chapters/Chapter%204%20Appendices/Appendix%20HE-A%20Fair%20Housing%20Report%2010-16-24_NewDate%20Clean.pdf?ver=b8H2erLWh84qIk-QA65Brg%3d%3d
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/GeneralPlanTownPlans/General%20Plan%20Chapters/Chapter%204%20Appendices/Appendix%20HE-A%20Fair%20Housing%20Report%2010-16-24_NewDate%20Clean.pdf?ver=b8H2erLWh84qIk-QA65Brg%3d%3d
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/viewer/preview?id=0&type=8&uid=b6dd0904-8c9c-4681-9a86-e7e5cf365c26
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/viewer/preview?id=0&type=8&uid=ce179137-5f45-4f42-831c-4350c0fb5166
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/viewer/preview?id=0&type=8&uid=ce179137-5f45-4f42-831c-4350c0fb5166
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/viewer/preview?id=0&type=8&uid=ce179137-5f45-4f42-831c-4350c0fb5166
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/viewer/preview?id=0&type=8&uid=ce179137-5f45-4f42-831c-4350c0fb5166
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=1179
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=1179
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=1179
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=1179
https://santacruzcountyca.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=1179
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/Housing/HousingResources/HousingSuccessorAgencyReports.aspx
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/Housing/HousingResources/HousingSuccessorAgencyReports.aspx


 

 

 

Sample Self-Scoring Sheet 
 

Note: This is a Sample Self-Scoring Sheet; an actual submission may include more specificity when an applicant 
completes the “Concise Written Description of Prohousing Policy.” 

 
Category 
Number 

Concise Written 
Description of 

Prohousing Policy  

Enacted or 
Proposed 

Documentation 
Type (e.g., 

resolution, zoning 
code) 

Insert Web 
Links to 

Documents or 
Indicate that 
Electronic 
Copies are 
Attached as 
Appendix 7  

Points Enhancement 
Category 
Number 

Enhancement 
Points 

Total Points 

1B Permitted missing 
middle housing uses by 
allowing duplexes and 
triplexes by right in 
existing low-density, 
single-family residential 
zones beyond what is 
required by SB 9. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

3 6 1 4 

1C Sufficient sites to 
accommodate 131 
percent of the current 
RHNA with rezoning by 
total or income 
category.  

P Resolution Electronic 
copy attached 

2 1 2 4 

1D Density bonus program 
exceeds statutory 
requirements by 12 
percent. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

2   2 

1F Eliminated parking 
requirements for 
residential development 
as authorized by 
Government Code 
section 65852.2. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

2   2 

1G Zoning that that is 
designed to increase 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

1 1 2 3 

Docusign Envelope ID: B7D13634-CB3C-828B-8107-A3C985C761B9
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Proposed 

Documentation 
Type (e.g., 

resolution, zoning 
code) 

Insert Web 
Links to 

Documents or 
Indicate that 
Electronic 
Copies are 
Attached as 
Appendix 7  

Points Enhancement 
Category 
Number 

Enhancement 
Points 

Total Points 

affordable housing for a 
range of types and for 
extremely low-income 
households. 

1H Modified development 
standards/other 
applicable zoning 
provisions to allow for 
residential uses in non-
residential zones (light 
industrial). 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

1 1 2 3 

1L Other zoning and land 
use actions that 
measurably support the 
Acceleration of Housing 
Production. 

P Resolution Electronic 
copy attached 

1   1 

2B Streamlined program-
level CEQA analysis 
and certification of 
general plans, 
community plans, 
specific plans with 
accompanying 
Environmental Impact 
Reports (EIR), and 
related documents. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

2   2 

2G Consolidated permit 
processes that 
minimize the levels of 
review and approval 
required for projects. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

1   1 

2I Established a one-stop-
shop permitting 
process. 

P Resolution Electronic 
copy attached 

1 1 2 3 
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Category 
Number 

Concise Written 
Description of 

Prohousing Policy  

Enacted or 
Proposed 

Documentation 
Type (e.g., 

resolution, zoning 
code) 

Insert Web 
Links to 

Documents or 
Indicate that 
Electronic 
Copies are 
Attached as 
Appendix 7  

Points Enhancement 
Category 
Number 

Enhancement 
Points 

Total Points 

2N Other actions that 
quantifiably decrease 
production timeframes. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

1   1 

3A Waiver of residential 
development impact 
fees. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

3   3 

3B Adopted policies that 
result in less restrictive 
requirements than 
Government Code 
sections 65852.2 and 
65852.22. 

P Resolution Electronic 
copy attached 

2 1 2 4 

3E Measures that reduce 
costs for transportation-
related infrastructure. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

1   1 

3I Other actions that 
quantifiably reduce 
construction or 
development costs. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

1   1 

4A Local housing trust 
funds. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

2   2 

4C Regular use of funding 
for preserving assisted 
units at-risk of 
conversion to market-
rate uses. 

E Zoning code Electronic 
copy attached 

2 2 1 3 

4E Establishes a program 
that complies with the 
Surplus Land Act and 
offers below-market 
land leases for 
affordable housing. 

E Zoning code  2   2 
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Category 
Number 

Concise Written 
Description of 

Prohousing Policy  

Enacted or 
Proposed 

Documentation 
Type (e.g., 

resolution, zoning 
code) 

Insert Web 
Links to 

Documents or 
Indicate that 
Electronic 
Copies are 
Attached as 
Appendix 7  

Points Enhancement 
Category 
Number 

Enhancement 
Points 

Total Points 

4G Prioritization of local 
general funds for 
affordable housing. 

E Zoning code  2   2 

4M Other actions that 
leverage financial 
resources for housing. 

E Zoning code  1   1 

         
TOTAL 33  12 45 
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Appendix 4: Examples of Prohousing Policies with Enhancement Factors 
 
If a Prohousing Policy incorporates any of the enhancement factors specified in the Scoring 
Criteria Enhancement Factors chart, it will receive extra points as indicated therein. Examples 
of such qualifying Prohousing Policies include the following: 
 
Category 1: Favorable Zoning and Land Use 
 

• Rezoning sufficient sites to accommodate 150 percent or greater of the Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation by total or income category, including sites in Location 
Efficient Communities. 

• Rezoning sufficient sites to accommodate 150 percent or greater of the Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation by total or income category, including sites in High 
Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated 
TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps). 

• Rezoning to accommodate 125 to 149 percent of the Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation in downtown commercial corridors or other infill locations. 

• Expanding density bonus programs to exceed statutory requirements by 10 percent or 
more in Location Efficient Communities. 

• Reducing or eliminating parking requirements for residential development as 
authorized by Government Code section 65852.2 in Location Efficient Communities. 

• Increasing allowable density in low-density, single-family residential areas beyond the 
requirements of state Accessory Dwelling Unit Law in High Resource and Highest 
Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity 
Maps). 

• Modification of development standards and other applicable zoning provisions to 
promote greater development intensity in downtown commercial corridors or other infill 
locations. 

• Coupling rezoning actions with policies that go beyond state law requirements in 
reducing displacement of lower-income households and conserving existing housing 
stock that is affordable to lower-income households. 

 
Category 2: Acceleration of Housing Production Timeframes 
 

• Ministerial approval processes for multifamily housing in High Resource and Highest 
Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity 
Maps). 

• Streamlined, program-level CEQA analysis and certification of specific plans in 
Location Efficient Communities. 

• Documented practice of streamlining housing development at the project level in 
downtown commercial corridors and other infill locations. 

• Expedited permit processing for housing affordable to lower-income households in 
High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently 
updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps). 
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Category 3: Reduction of Construction and Development Costs 
 

• Fee waivers for affordable housing in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as 
designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps). 

• Fee waivers or reductions for higher density housing in downtown commercial 
corridors or other infill locations. 

• Measures that reduce costs and leverage financial resources for transportation-related 
infrastructure or programs in Low Resource and High Segregation & Poverty areas (as 
designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps). 

• Adoption of universal design ordinances to increase housing choices and affordability 
for persons with disabilities in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as 
designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps). 

• Permitting innovative housing types, such as manufactured homes, recreational 
vehicles or park models, in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as 
designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps). 

 
Category 4: Providing Financial Subsidies 
 

• Targeting local housing trust funds to acquisition or rehabilitation of existing affordable 
units, or to affordable units at risk of converting to market rate uses, in Low Resource 
and High Segregation & Poverty areas (as designated in the most recently updated 
TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps). 

• Marketing grants and other financial products for ADUs/JADUs in High Resource and 
Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD 
Opportunity Maps). 

• Utilizing publicly owned land for affordable housing in High Resource and Highest 
Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity 
Maps). 

• Establishment of an Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District or similar local 
financing tool in a Low Resource or High Segregation & Poverty area (as designated 
in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps). 

• Directing residual redevelopment funds or general funds to conservation or 
preservation of affordable housing in areas at high risk of displacement. 
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Appendix 5: Homeless Encampment Template 
 

Subchapter 6.6 Prohousing Designation Program requires applicants to confirm that its 
treatment of encampments on public property complies with and will continue to comply with 
the constitutional rights of persons experiencing homelessness. An application must include 
a one-page summary demonstrating how the applicant has enacted best practices in their 
jurisdiction related to the treatment of unhoused individuals camping on public property, 
consistent with the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness’ “7 Principles for 
Addressing Encampments (June 17, 2022). The following template and certification are 
included to help jurisdictions meet this threshold.  
 

• Principle 1: Establish a Cross-Agency, Multi-Sector Response to Encampments – 
Describe how system partners (name partners) work together to prioritize health and 
safety both for residents and unsheltered individuals. (350 characters max) 
 
The County adopted the Encampment Response Guidelines (Guidelines; attached) 
coordinate response to encampments in 2025. The County, Continuum of Care, Fire 
Districts, the Housing Authority, and housing service providers prioritize health and safety 
for unsheltered residents through a coordinated approach by integrating housing services, 
law enforcement, and environmental protection into a single workflow. 

 

• Principle 2: Engage Encampment Residents to Develop Solutions – Describe street 
outreach efforts to engage with encampment residents to find alternative shelter, housing, 
and service options using the housing first approach before an existing encampment is 
closed. (350 characters max) 
 
The Resident Outreach Team builds relationships to assess needs and connect residents 
to housing and activities. They coordinate with partners to manage next steps for 
residents and their belongings in case of displacement. The team consult on timelines to 
ensure effect engagement, with at least 72 hours’ notice before activities. 

 

• Principle 3: Conduct Comprehensive and Coordinated Outreach – Describe 
multidisciplinary connection strategies and linkages to resources and permanent housing 
solutions that is customized to individual needs. If applicable, describe how the jurisdiction 
uses the coordinated entry system to connect individuals to resources and permanent 
housing. (350 characters max) 
 
The Outreach Team use a trauma-informed, anti-bias approach to address immediate 
needs and provide disability accommodation for people living with physical and mental 
disabilities. They collaborate to identify service gaps and ensure accountability through 
meaningful public feedback and clear grievance processes to improve response quality. 
 

• Principle 4: Address Basic Needs and Provide Storage – Describe efforts to meet 
basic needs, health, safety, and access to storage (timeframes) for people experiencing 
unsheltered homelessness while creating clear pathways to permanent housing. (350 
characters max) 
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The Guidelines cover assessing environmental impacts, resident safety and needs, and 
making connections to housing and community resources. Assistance with relocation and 
safekeeping of belongings in case of closure. Personal property is logged and held in 
accessible storage for at least 90 days, allowing recovery if the owner is absent during 
removal. 

• Principle 5: Ensure Access to Shelter or Housing Options – Describe how low barrier 
resources to housing and supportive services are communicated to encampment 
residents. Include how strategies involve alternative measures to criminalization, focusing 
on service engagement and harm reduction. (350 characters max) 

Emphasis on building trust and rapport and enforcement as a last resort. Frequent 
communication using clear and population appropriate language with an emphasis on 
verbal communication. Services include document safekeeping and policies avoid 
criminalizing homelessness, weighing displacement impacts against immediate health 
and safety needs. 

• Principle 6: Develop Pathways to Permanent Housing and Supports – Describe 
Housing First strategies emphasizing low barriers, a harm-reduction model, and services 
to support people obtaining permanent housing more efficiently. Identify efforts to align 
federal, state, and local funding/programs to provide clear pathways to permanent 
housing. (350 characters max) 

Housing First strategies prioritize stable housing without preconditions like sobriety. 
Coordinated Entry (CE) targets the vulnerable through non-punitive, client-centered 
support. Aligning federal, state, and local funding (general fund and some Measure K 
funding) enables permanent housing, rapid rehousing, CEs, and navigation services to 
help individuals overcome barriers to secure safe homes. 
 

• Principle 7: Create a Plan for What Will Happen to Encampment Sites After Closure 
– Describe plans for former encampment spaces (long-term solutions to prevent 
encampments from reoccurring). Include efforts to emphasize safety, accessibility, and 
inclusivity that improve infrastructure. Example: Communities can include curb cuts to 
increase mobility access and enhanced lighting to encourage safety. (350 characters max) 
 
Post-closure, sites are cleaned and restored by the department/agency responsible for 
ensuring safe public access. Riparian buffers are rehabilitated, and signage is installed to 
protect resources and prevent re-encampment. Vector Control and Public Health assist to 
ensure the space remains safe, sanitary, and free of hazards. 

Certification and Authorization: 

                    

Signature of Authorized Representative         Date 
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Appendix 6: Public Participation Checklist 

Pursuant to Sections 6601, 6602, and 6605, applicants are required to demonstrate 
how they have engaged in a “Diligent Public Participation Process.” 

Please complete this checklist, and sign, to confirm that the applicant has complied with 
this requirement. Attach and reference any comments you received during the process. 

Regulation Text Explanation Yes No 

Outreach through a 
variety of methods and 
languages to ensure 
access to the public 
process and provide 
opportunities for public 
input. 

Applicant should use methods such as newspaper 
ads, email, social media, fliers, etc., to inform the 
public that an application has been drafted and 
posted for public comment. Language access 
should reflect languages spoken in your local 
community and should be available in multiple 
languages in print media or upon request for digital 
media.  

☒  ☐  

The County met this requirement by announcing the public comment period through 
A) an English and Spanish email sent to a list of more than 3,000 housing 
stakeholders (list compiled for the Housing Element outreach); B) posting on the 
County’s social media page; C) posting on the County’s website and dedicated page; 
D) notices placed in the local newspapers. See documentation attached.  

Specific effort to engage 
all segments of the 
community, including 
individuals or 
representatives of lower-
income and special 
needs households, for-
profit and non-profit 
developers, and special 
needs service providers. 

Individuals and organizations representing lower-
income and special needs households, for-profit 
and non-profit developers, and special needs 
service providers should be engaged, informed of, 
and offered an opportunity to comment on the 
application. Outreach lists utilized for Housing 
Element compliance would suffice. 

☒  ☐  

The notice was distributed via the County’s Housing Element contact list, which 
includes over 3,000 unique email addresses and contacts for organizations and 
individuals representing a diverse array of stakeholders in the community. Some 
organizations contacted include individuals representing mobile park communities, 
the Santa Cruz Alliance for the Mentally Ill, Housing Choices, MidPen, Encompass 
Santa Cruz, and others.  
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Availability of the draft 
document to the public, 
including notification to 
interested parties and all 
segments of the 
community, for thirty (30) 
calendar days and 
subsequent versions for 
seven (7) calendar days. 

Applicants should post the application in print and 
digital forms, collect comments, and incorporate 
those comments into the application if necessary. 
Making the application available to the public could 
be satisfied by posting the application online and/or 
announcements through other mediums (e.g., local 
newspapers) so long as these forums include 
diverse segments of the community, including 
individuals or representatives of lower-income and 
special needs households, for-profit and non-profit 
developers, and special needs service providers. 

☒  ☐  

The application was available for public review from December 19, 2025 through 
January 18, 2025 electronically at 
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/PolicyPlanning/2023HousingElement/Proh
ousingDesignation.aspx, physical copies where available at the County office, and the 
application remains posted for public access/awareness.  

Public hearings and 
informative meetings. 

For the purposes of satisfying this requirement, a 
City Council or Board of Supervisors meeting 
informing the public of the jurisdiction's intent to 
submit a Prohousing Designation Program 
application, in addition to any subsequent meetings 
necessary to make revisions in response to public 
comment, will satisfy this requirement. 

☒  ☐  

The County held a public hearing on June 7, 2022 to authorize the Community 
Development and Infrastructure Department to submit a Prohousing Designation 
Application and adopt the Resolution for the application. A recording of the meeting 
can be accessed via this link: 
https://santacruzcountyca.iqm2.com/Citizens/SplitView.aspx?Mode=Video&MeetingID
=1926&Format=Minutes. 

Public hearings were also held for the 2023 Housing Element, which included Policy H-1.7 
directing the department to seek the Prohousing Designation.  

Consideration of 
comments, including 
incorporation of 
comments into a 
jurisdiction's application 
and Prohousing Policies 
as appropriate. 

Provide all comments received with a description 
of how the comment was incorporated into the 
application. If the comment is not appropriate for 
incorporation, please describe why. 

☒  ☐  
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Comments and responses are attached to this Appendix.  

 

Certification and Authorization: 

                     

Signature of Authorized Representative         Date 
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Appendix 6 – Responses to Public Comment 

All public comments received between June 1, 2026 and June 10, 2026 and December 19, 
2025 and January 19, 2025 are attached.  

J.Tomas, 12/19/2025 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application as it 
is related to parking minimums dictated by State law. 

K.K, 12/19/2025 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

M.Cox, 12/19/2025 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

M.Mora, 12/19/2025 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. The 
County and partner agencies have several initiatives, programs, and projects aimed at 
addressing issues related to: developing resiliency measures to mitigate vulnerability and 
risk from natural disasters; improve transportation infrastructure and accessibility to 
alternative modes of transportation; streamline permitting processes; proactively enforce 
short-term rental regulations; and requirements that new developments match the 
character of the surrounding neighborhoods.  

S.Watson, 12/19/2025 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

J.Reilly, 12/22/2025 

County staff responded by requesting additional details to better understand the kind of 
support the commenter was requesting with his development application and to be able to 
get the appropriate staff involved. No follow-up communication from Mr. Reilly was 
received.  

N. Sidhorn, 12/22/2025 
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No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable to the Prohousing Designation Application. 

E. Sevy, 6/1/2026 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

V. Pastore, 6/2/2026 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

V. Geisler, 6/10/2026 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

 

Letters of Support 

Linc Housing, 12/20/2025 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

Anton DevCo., 12/22/25 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

Housing Authority of the County of Santa Cruz, 12/22/2025 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

County of Santa Cruz Housing for Health Division, 12/23/2025 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

Hello Housing, 12/29/2025 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

Eden Housing, Inc, 12/29/2025  
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No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

Community HousingWorks, 01/06/2026 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

CHISPA, 01/06/2026 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

MidPen Housing, 01/08/2026 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 

Housing Santa Cruz County, 01/12/2026 

No change was made because the comment did not suggest any revisions that were 
appropriate or applicable for incorporation in the Prohousing Designation Application. 
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From: kelly <kellyk@got.net> 
Sent: Friday, December 19, 2025 7:28 PM 
To: 2023HousingElement <2023HousingElement@santacruzcountyca.gov> 
Subject: Re: Help Us Secure Santa Cruz County's Prohousing Designation 
 
****CAUTION:This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or 
click links from unknown senders or unexpected email.**** 
 
Your ruining our precious coast line and resources with increased population .We used to 
have a quaint little town now with all the high rise density buildings we are all running in to 
each other competing for everything Thank you very much.(:^( 
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From: jim4jrc@aol.com <jim4jrc@aol.com> 

Sent: Monday, December 22, 2025 8:32 AM 

To: 2023HousingElement <2023HousingElement@santacruzcountyca.gov> 

Subject: Re: Help Us Secure Santa Cruz County's Prohousing Designation 

 

To Whom it Concerns, 

How could I possibly support this measure when all I ever get from the County is endless 
obstacles and extreme fees to build.  Is this a joke or are you serious?  I am currently 
building 7 new ground up units and have property to construct 14 more but will most likely 
no pursue further development due to such high fees and the lack of team support from the 
county. 

 

Thank you, 

Jim Reilly 

408-497-6622 

Docusign Envelope ID: B7D13634-CB3C-828B-8107-A3C985C761B9



���������	
��
�
��
������
�����
����
��������
��������� 
!��� ������"��#$%&'(
)*&+�,
-$%&'(.)*&+�,/0%1�%2(�32��1�42%.5�67!���8�1
9:;::;:<:=
>?::
@8A� :<:BC��0*15D�','1�
-:<:BC��0*15D�','1�/0%1�%2(�32��1�42%.5�67�� E'(1%1&%
F*%0
G*1*
-E'(1%1&%.F*%0G*1*/0%1�%2(�32��1�42%.5�67HIJK
LMJNNOPQJRS
TUV
NUK
MQI
UWWUKMVRXMT
MU
YUZZIRM[

\
]U
RUM
̂VWWUKM
MQI
ZU_IZIRM
MU
XRYKIĴI
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XM̂IaN
XR
MIKẐ 
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Mark Connelly, Principal Planner 
County of Santa Cruz 
Community Development & Infrastructure Department 
701 Ocean St., Room 418 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
December 20, 2025 
 
RE:  Support for Santa Cruz County’s Prohousing Designation Application  
 
Dear Mr. Connelly:  
 
On behalf of Linc Housing, I am writing to express our strong support for the County of Santa 
Cruz’s application for Prohousing Designation by the California Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD). The County’s application reflects a clear commitment to 
reducing barriers to housing production and advancing equitable, sustainable communities. 

Our direct experience working with the County underscores the merits of this designation. The 
County has been a strong partner on Linc Housing’s 41st and Soquel development, a 294-unit 
affordable housing project that recently secured 4% Low-Income Housing Tax Credits. The 
Planning and Development Services team has worked collaboratively with us to pursue more 
streamlined entitlement practices, while the County Housing Authority has provided project-
based vouchers to support extremely low-income households. Throughout the process, County 
staff have remained engaged and supportive, helping to facilitate productive community 
conversations while keeping the project moving forward. 

Access to state funding is critical to addressing Santa Cruz County’s affordable housing needs. 
Prohousing Designation will further strengthen the County’s ability to deliver housing that meets 
regional needs, supports disadvantaged communities, and prevents homelessness. 

Linc Housing supports this application and encourages HCD to approve the County of Santa 
Cruz for Prohousing Designation. 

Sincerely, 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Ben Winter 
Executive Vice President 
Linc Housing (bwinter@linchousing.org)   
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Mark Connelly, Principal Planner 
County of Santa Cruz 
Community Development & Infrastructure Department 
701 Ocean St., Room 418 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 

December 22, 2025 
 
RE:  Support for Santa Cruz County’s Prohousing Designation Application  
 
Dear Mr. Connelly:  
 
On behalf of Anton DevCo, I am writing to express our support for the County of Santa 
Cruz’s application for Prohousing Designation by the State of California Department of 
Housing and Community Development (HCD). The County’s Prohousing application clearly 
demonstrates its commitment to policies and programs that facilitate the development of 
affordable housing, reduce barriers to production, and advance sustainable, equitable 
communities.  
 
Access to grants and other funding sources is pivotal to tackling the County’s acute need 
for more affordable housing.  The Prohousing Designation will provide the County with 
increased access to funding for projects that address the County’s share of regional 
housing needs, support disadvantaged communities, prevent homelessness, and provide 
opportunities for residents of all income levels to live and thrive in Santa Cruz County.   
Anton DevCo supports this application and looks forward to continuing working with the 
County to implement strategies that align with the State’s priorities for climate resilience, 
fair housing, and anti-displacement protections.  
 
We encourage HCD to approve this application and designate the County of Santa Cruz as 
a Prohousing jurisdiction.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Trisha Malone 
President 
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: Providence Martinez Alaniz, Chairperson, Annette Melendrez, Vice-Chairperson 
Andy Schiffrin, Carol Berg, Ligaya Eligio, Richard Schmale, Silvia Morales  

Jennifer Panetta, Executive Director 
 
 

 
 
December 22, 2025 
 
Mark Connelly, Principal Planner 
County of Santa Cruz 
Community Development & Infrastructure Department 
701 Ocean St., Room 418 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
 
RE:  Support for Santa Cruz County’s Prohousing Designation Application  
 
Dear Mr. Connelly:  
 
On behalf of the Housing Authority of the County of Santa Cruz (HACSC), I am writing to 
express our support for the County of Santa Cruz’s application for Prohousing Designation 
by the State of California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). The 
County’s Prohousing application clearly demonstrates its commitment to policies and 
programs that facilitate the development of affordable housing, reduce barriers to 
production, and advance sustainable, equitable communities.  
 
Access to grants and other funding sources is pivotal to tackling the County’s acute need for 
more affordable housing.  The Prohousing Designation will provide the County with 
increased access to funding for projects that address the County’s share of regional housing 
needs, support disadvantaged communities, prevent homelessness, and provide 
opportunities for residents of all income levels to live and thrive in Santa Cruz County.  
  
HACSC supports this application and looks forward to continuing working with the County 
to implement strategies that align with the State’s priorities for climate resilience, fair 
housing, and anti-displacement protections. We encourage HCD to approve this application 
and designate the County of Santa Cruz as a Prohousing jurisdiction.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Panetta 
Executive Director 
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County of Santa Cruz 
 

HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
Housing for Health Division 

Robert Ratner, Director 
1000 Emeline Avenue Santa Cruz, CA  95060 

(831) 454-4130    FAX: (831) 454-4642 
 
Mark Connelly, Principal Planner 
County of Santa Cruz 
Community Development & Infrastructure Department 
701 Ocean St., Room 418 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
December 23, 2025 
 
RE:  Support for Santa Cruz County’s Prohousing Designation Application  
 
Dear Mr. Connelly:  
 
On behalf of the Housing for Health Division and as staff to our local Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) Continuum of Care, I am writing to express our support for the County of Santa Cruz’s 
application for Prohousing Designation by the State of California Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD). The County’s Prohousing application clearly demonstrates its 
commitment to policies and programs that facilitate the development of affordable housing, reduce 
barriers to production, and advance sustainable, equitable communities. 
  
Access to grants and other funding sources is pivotal to tackling the County’s acute need for more 
affordable housing.  The Prohousing Designation will provide the County with increased access to 
funding for projects that address the County’s share of regional housing needs, support disadvantaged 
communities, prevent homelessness, and provide opportunities for residents of all income levels to live 
and thrive in Santa Cruz County. 
   
We support this application and look forward to continuing working with the County to implement 
strategies that align with the State’s priorities for climate resilience, fair housing, and anti-displacement 
protections.  Encouraging all local jurisdictions in the County to secure a prohousing designation is part 
of our Division’s Housing for a Healthy Santa Cruz framework. 
 
We encourage HCD to approve this application and designate the County of Santa Cruz as a Prohousing 
jurisdiction.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert Ratner, MPH, MD 
County of Santa Cruz 
Director, Housing for Health Division, Human Services Department 
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Mark Connelly, Principal Planner 
County of Santa Cruz 
Community Development & Infrastructure Department 
701 Ocean St., Room 418 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 

December 29, 2025 
 
RE:  Support for Santa Cruz County’s Prohousing Designation Application  
 

Dear Mr. Connelly:  

On behalf of Hello Housing, an aPordable housing nonprofit, I am writing to express our support 
for the County of Santa Cruz’s application for Prohousing Designation by the State of California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). The County’s Prohousing 
application powerfully reflects its dedication to fostering policies and programs that enhance the 
development of aPordable housing, dismantle production barriers, and promote sustainable, 
equitable communities.  
 
Access to grants and various funding sources is crucial in addressing the County's pressing 
demand for aPordable housing. The Prohousing Designation will significantly expand the 
County's funding opportunities for initiatives that meet regional housing needs, uplift 
disadvantaged communities, prevent homelessness, and create pathways for residents of all 
income levels to thrive in Santa Cruz County.  
Hello Housing wholeheartedly supports this application and is eager to continue collaborating 
with the County to implement strategies that align with the State’s priorities in climate resilience, 
fair housing, and anti-displacement protections.  

We encourage HCD to approve this application and designate the County of Santa Cruz as a 
Prohousing jurisdiction.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jennifer DuPy  
President 

Docusign Envelope ID: B7D13634-CB3C-828B-8107-A3C985C761B9



 
 

 

 
Mark Connelly, Principal Planner 
County of Santa Cruz 
Community Development & Infrastructure Department 
701 Ocean St., Room 418 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

December 29, 2025 

RE: Support for Santa Cruz County’s Prohousing Designation Application 
 

Dear Mr. Connelly: 

On behalf of Eden Housing, Inc. I am writing to express our support for the County of Santa 
Cruz’s application for Prohousing Designation by the State of California Department of 
Housing and Community Development (HCD). The County’s Prohousing application clearly 
demonstrates its commitment to policies and programs that facilitate the development of 
affordable housing, reduce barriers to production, and advance sustainable, equitable 
communities. 

Access to grants and other funding sources is pivotal to tackling the County’s acute need for 
more affordable housing. The Prohousing Designation will provide the County with 
increased access to funding for projects that address the County’s share of regional housing 
needs, support disadvantaged communities, prevent homelessness, and provide 
opportunities for residents of all income levels to live and thrive in Santa Cruz County. 

Eden Housing, Inc. supports this application and looks forward to continuing working with 
the County to implement strategies that align with the State’s priorities for climate resilience, 
fair housing, and anti-displacement protections. 

We encourage HCD to approve this application and designate the County of Santa Cruz as a 
Prohousing jurisdiction. 

Sincerely, 
 

Andrea Osgood 
Chief of Real Estate Development and Executive Vice President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
22645 Grand Street | Hayward, CA 94541 | Tel: 510-582-1460 | edenhousing.org 

Broker License No. 872400 
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Mark Connelly, Principal Planner 
County of Santa Cruz 
Community Development & Infrastructure Department 
701 Ocean St., Room 418 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 
01/05/2026 

 
RE: Support for Santa Cruz County’s Prohousing Designation Application 

 
Dear Mr. Connelly: 

On behalf of Community HousingWorks, I am writing to express our support for the County 
of Santa Cruz’s application for Prohousing Designation by the State of California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). The County’s Prohousing 
application clearly demonstrates its commitment to policies and programs that facilitate 
the development of affordable housing, reduce barriers to production, and advance 
sustainable, equitable communities. 

Access to grants and other funding sources is pivotal to tackling the County’s acute need 
for more affordable housing. The Prohousing Designation will provide the County with 
increased access to funding for projects that address the County’s share of regional 
housing needs, support disadvantaged communities, prevent homelessness, and provide 
opportunities for residents of all income levels to live and thrive in Santa Cruz County. 

Community HousingWorks supports this application and looks forward to continuing 
working with the County to implement strategies that align with the State’s priorities for 
climate resilience, fair housing, and anti-displacement protections. 

We encourage HCD to approve this application and designate the County of Santa Cruz as 
a Prohousing jurisdiction. 

Sincerely, 
 

Kevin Leichner 
Senior Vice President, Housing & Real Estate Development 
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PO Box 1460, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
www.housingsantacruzcounty.com 

  

Mark Connelly, Principal Planner 
County of Santa Cruz 
Community Development & Infrastructure Department 
701 Ocean St., Room 418 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
January 12th 2026 
 
RE:  Support for Santa Cruz County’s Prohousing Designation Application 
 
Dear Mr. Connelly, 
 
On behalf of Housing Santa Cruz County (HSCC), I am writing to express our strong support for 
the County of Santa Cruz’s application for Prohousing Designation through the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). 
 
The County’s Prohousing application reflects a clear and meaningful commitment to policies 
and programs that advance affordable housing production, reduce barriers to development, and 
promote equitable, sustainable communities. At a time when Santa Cruz County continues to 
face an acute housing shortage impacting seniors, low-income households, working families, 
and individuals experiencing homelessness, this commitment is both timely and essential. 
 
Access to state grants and other funding sources is critical to addressing the County’s housing 
needs. Prohousing Designation will strengthen the County’s ability to compete for these 
resources, enabling greater investment in affordable housing development, homelessness 
prevention, and housing solutions that support residents across all income levels. These funds 
will also help advance fair housing goals, protect against displacement, and support housing 
strategies that align with climate resilience and long-term community wellbeing. 
 
Housing Santa Cruz County has worked with the County to support housing initiatives and 
advance projects that move from concept to completion. We value the County’s leadership and 
collaboration and look forward to continuing to work together to implement housing strategies 
that align with state priorities and respond to local needs. 
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We respectfully encourage HCD to approve this application and designate the County of Santa 
Cruz as a Prohousing jurisdiction. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Elaine Johnson 
Executive Director 
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Social Media Outreach – Instagram Reel 

Engagement Numbers: 

Views: 606 
The total number of times the reel was played. This includes repeat views by the same 
users and provides a general sense of overall content consumption.  

Reach: 390 
The number of unique users who saw the reel at least once. This metric helps indicate 
how widely the content was distributed across the platform.  
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Interactions: 19 
The total number of engagements with the reel, such as likes, comments, shares, or 
saves. Interactions reflect how actively users engaged with the content beyond simply 
viewing it.  

Link clicks: 2 
The number of times users clicked the link associated with the post. This metric is 
particularly useful for measuring how effectively the content prompted users to take a 
follow-up action outside of the platform.  
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County of Santa Cruz’s

Revised Prohousing Designation
Application Posted

Outlook

FW: [Test] Santa Cruz County's REVISED Prohousing Designation

From Fernanda Dias Pini <Fernanda.DiasPini@santacruzcountyca.gov>
Date Thu 6/11/2026 12:01 PM
To Skyler Kriese <Skyler.Kriese@santacruzcountyca.gov>

 
 

Fernanda Dias Pini
Policy Planner
Community Development &  
Infrastructure
Phone: 831-454-3119 
701 Ocean Street, Room 410

         
 
 
From: 2023 Housing Element <2023HousingElement@santacruzcounty.us>
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2026 1:42 PM
To: Fernanda Dias Pini <Fernanda.DiasPini@santacruzcountyca.gov>
Subject: [Test] Santa Cruz County's REVISED Prohousing Designation
 

****CAUTION:This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email.****
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The County of Santa Cruz is currently preparing to submit its revised application to the California
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) for the State’s Prohousing Designation.
This designation is a critical opportunity for the County to be recognized for its commitment to
accelerating housing production and to be more competitive and gain access to state funding that will
help us address the region’s housing needs.

The Prohousing Designation Application was revised based on input from HCD which requires a
seven-day public review period, which starts today, June 1, 2026.

Public Comment Period Now Open for the Revised Prohousing
Designation Application

The County encourages community members, stakeholders, and interested parties to review the
revised Prohousing Designation application and provide feedback. All comments will be considered
before the application is submitted to the State.
 

Click here to review the revised application:
bit.ly/pro-housing-designation

Submit your comments to: Fernanda.diaspini@santacruzcountyca.gov

Thank you for your input!
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Condado de Santa Cruz

Solicitud Revisada para la
designación "Prohousing"

El Condado de Santa Cruz está para submetir su solicitud revisada para obtener la Designación
"Prohousing" del Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Comunitario (HCD) de California. Asegurar
esta designación hará que el Condado sea elegible para varios programas de incentivos estatales y
oportunidades de financiación para viviendas asequibles y mejoras de infraestructura.

La sulicitud fue revisada en base a los comentarios de HCD, lo que requiere un período de
revisión pública de siete días, que comienza hoy, 1 de junio de 2026.

Período de Revisión Pública Ahora Está Abierto para la Solicitud
Revisada

El Condado alienta a los miembros de la comunidad, las partes interesadas a revisar el borrador de la
solicitud de Designación "Prohousing" y proporcionar sus comentarios. Todos los comentarios serán
considerados antes de que la solicitud sea enviada al Estado. 

Haga clic aqui para la solicitud revisada:
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Planning/PolicyPlanning/2023HousingElement/Provivienda.aspx

Envíe sus comentários a: Fernanda.diaspini@santacruzcountyca.gov

Find Out More
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Le agradecemos su participación!

Copyright © 2026 SCC Planning Department, All rights reserved.

You are receiving this email because you provided your email address to the Planning Department and

expressed interest in learning about the 2023Housing Element.

Our mailing address is:

SCC Planning Department

701 Ocean St # 4

Santa Cruz, CA 95060-4003

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

 

Más Información
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

{2015.5 C.C.P.} 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

County of Santa Cruz 

I am a resident of the State of California and 
over the age of eighteen years, and not a 
party to or interested in the above entitled 
matter. 

I am the principal clerk of the publisher of The 
Register Pajaronian (The Pajaronian), 
published in the city of Watsonville, County of 
Santa Cruz, State of California, Friday, and

on line for which said newspaper has been 
adjudicated a newspaper of general circulation 
by the Superior Court of the County of

Santa Cruz, State of California, that the 
notice of which the annexed is a printed copy 
had been published in each issue thereof and 
not in any supplement on the following 
date(s): 

December 26, 2025. 

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the 
foregoing is true and correct. This declaration 
has been executed on December 26, 2025.

THE PAJARONIAN 

P.O. Box 1547 

Watsonville, CA 95077 

0 
���� 

/s/ Juliana B. Pulcrano / 
Legal Publications Specialist 
The Pajaronian 

Phone # ( 408) 709 3952 
E-mail: jpulcrano@weeklys.com
Website: www.pajaronian.com

Newspaper Noticing
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Appendix 7: Additional Information and Supporting Documentation 

Appendix 7 is attached and available via this link: 
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/Planning/Policy/Prohousing/Appendix 
7_Supporting Documentation_102026.pdf?ver=78SMuX6-Y1cCWQkWolGWwg%3d%3d 
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