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SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE 

 Thursday, December 4, 2025, 3:00 – 4:53 pm 

Capitola City Hall – Community Room 

420 Capitola Road, Capitola CA 9500 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 

1) Welcome and Quorum Verification - Quorum was present in the room but both chair and vice 

chair were absent at 3:00pm, the meeting start time. Citizen Representative, Jacob Guth volunteered 

to act as chair and called the meeting to order at 3:01 pm. Staff called roll and meeting attendance 

was noted as follows: 

• Voting Members/Alternates Present: Jacob Guth (County, citizen rep/volunteer chair), Erika 

Senyk (Capitola), Leslie O’Malley (Santa Cruz, alternate), Greg Wimp (Scotts Valley), 

Antonio Banderas (Watsonville, alternate), Tami Stolzenthaler (Watsonville, alternate). 

• Members/Alternates Absent: Justin Cummings (County), Felipe Hernandez (County, chair), 

Sandy Brown (County, alternate), Ramon Gomez (County, alternate), Susan Westman 

(Capitola, alternate), Bob Nelson (Santa Cruz), Scott Newsome (Santa Cruz), Rene Golder 

(Santa Cruz, alternate), Rodolfo Onchi (Scotts Valley, alternate), Ari Parker (Watsonville, vice 

chair), Will Smith (Watsonville). 

• Task Force Staff Present: Beau Hawksford (County), Kasey Kolassa (County - online), Darcy 

Pruitt (County)  

• Agency Staff Present: Bret Williamson (County-online), Christina Horvat (County), Mary Ann 

LoBalbo (County), Brian Fontes (County-online) Mindy Esqueda (Scotts Valley-online). 

• Guests Present: Lawrence Nussbaum (Environmental Innovations, guest presenter-online), 

Claudia Villalta-Mejia (Environmental Innovations), Laura Chain (CalRecycle–online), Kelly 

Murray (Grey Bears–online) Andrew Hall (online). 

 

2) Oral communications – Public: No communications received from the public. 

 

3) Oral communications - Task Force members/alternates: Tami Stolzenthaler of Watsonville 

announced the California Air Resources Board (CARB) change to the Landfill Methane Rule. On 

November 20th CARB considered and “approved” updates to the state’s Landfill Methane 

Regulation, which seeks to reduce landfill emissions and enable to earlier detection and mitigation 

of subsurface temperature events. While CARB “approved” the regulation, it sent the proposal back 

and directed staff to reconsider the regulatory timelines; provide additional flexibility for operators 

to address unique facility characteristics; to clarify that limits on system downtime do not include 

circumstances outside of the operator’s control (like power disruptions); and address other 

implementation issues. 

 

4) Review Meeting Minutes (Attachment A) – Leslie O’Malley made a motion to approve the 

September 4, 2025 meeting minutes. Tami Stolzenthaler seconded. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

5) Jurisdictional Updates – County staff provided a brief update on the November 9th marine flare 

collection event that was funded by a Household Hazardous Waste Discretionary Grant from 

CalRecycle. The marine flare collection event was a partnership between California Product 

Stewardship Council (CPSC), Santa Cruz County, the City of Santa Cruz, and the Santa Cruz Port 

District. The collection event was scheduled from 8am to 12 noon at the Santa Cruz Port District 

maintenance yard located at 425 Brommer St. The public collection event was well attended with 
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145 participants, collected 629 pounds of explosive marine flares, handed out 48 electronic reusable 

flares, and educated participants about switching from single use explosive flares to reusable 

electronic flares. The event also included a stop at the County’s Buena Vista Household Hazardous 

Waste facility to collect the County’s stored marine flares for proper disposal as part of this event. 

This marine flare collection event was an important collaboration with CPSC that made it possible 

to coordinate our local event with other similar events across Northern California to share resources 

and reduce costs. 

 

6) Guest Presentation on Reusable Dishware – Lawrence Nussbaum of Environmental Innovations 

(EI) presented information on reusable dishware programs in the northern California region, 

including case studies, lessons learned, and opportunities to develop local programs to make the 

change from disposable to reusable dishware.  Lawrence introduced the Task Force to EI and the 

work they do in the community. EI is a local, woman owned, certified green business providing a 

variety of sustainable, adaptive, environmental program services to business, governments and non-

profit organizations. EI’s work in the food ware space includes reusable readiness surveys and data 

analysis, educational resources, outreach campaigns, technical assistance, financial assistance, 

vendor relations, compliance support and 1 to 1 outreach to thousands of food facilities. EI’s 

regional food ware campaigns in the Bay and Monterey Bay Areas include: Foodware Aware in 

San Mateo County, Project Food ware in Cupertino and Turn the Tide on Plastic in Seaside. 

Lawrence talked about different types of food ware approaches (mandatory v. voluntary) that 

address different types of food ware. Many jurisdictions have mandatory disposable food ware 

ordinances that include Styrofoam bans, requirements for compostable or fiber based compostable 

food ware and accessories by request. Voluntary programs tend to be incentive based and include 

reusable assistance grants, green business assistance, and reuse to go programs. Some of the reasons 

to prioritize reuse are: 

a. Compostable food ware compliance can be difficult: confusing compostable food ware 

requirements/standards, cost, availability, and functionality challenges for food 

businesses. 

b. Compost acceptance: Mixed messages about compostable food ware accepted by haulers 

and composted into recycled organic products 

c. Evolving SB 54 rules adding uncertainty to the future of compostable food ware. 

d. Reusable food ware offers the most reliable, cost-saving way to cut single use plastic 

waste, especially for dine-in service 

San Mateo County Foodware Aware Program includes a County adopted model foodware 

ordinance that requires:  

a. fiber-based compostables,  

b. encourages reusables (not required) and  

c. accessories by request (AB 1276) 

Seventeen local jurisdictions adopted the County’s ordinance, three incorporated a reusable 

requirement for dine in. The County’s Foodware Aware Program offers outreach, education, 

technical assistance and resources. The County’s leadership on education and enforcement policy 

for adopting cities provides a unified consistent implementation approach for thousands of food 

facilities throughout San Mateo County. 

San Mateo County’s program is a proven model for success: 

a. Developed program branding, educational materials, and a website 

b. Created purchasing guides, window clings, table tents, and signage 

c. Included significant outreach to food businesses in the form of mailers, calls, and site visits 

to provide technical assistance to food businesses 

d. Provided over 140 reuse grants to help businesses to transition to reusable foodware 

e. Culturally competent outreach in English, Spanish and Chinese languages 
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Compliance rates varied by Foodware Aware programs:  

a. Compostables fiber foodware had 14% compliance, 27% non-compliance, and 59% partial 

compliance rates.  

b. Accessories by request had a 62% compliance, 20% non-compliance, and 17% partial 

compliance rates 

c. Reusables for dine-in had a 54% compliance, 32% non-compliance, and 14% partial 

compliance rates. 

  

Looking more closely at reusables for dine-in, plates and bowls, cups, and utensils were most 

readily adopted. Business type also influenced adoption rates: full-service restaurants had the 

highest adoption rates at 82%, fast casual and coffee shops had middling adoption rates at 44%,with 

the lowest adoption rates for fast food restaurants (3%), boba (4%) and juice/smoothy shops (6%). 

Ownership types also influenced dine-in adoption rates. Independent owners had the highest 

adoptions rates at 66%, followed by small regional chains at 59%, and national/international chains 

at 18%. 

 

Reuse for dine-in is the low hanging fruit for disposable foodware source reduction: 

a. Easy to scale since many restaurants already use some reusable items 

b. Delivers meaningful cost savings for business 

c. Improves the dining experience and food presentation for customers 

d. Clear requirements for business operators 

e. Fewer barriers than switching to compostables or other single use alternatives 

f. Can do away with disposable foodware on all dine-in  

Reuse Assist Mini-Grant Program help make the switch to reusables implemented in Seaside, 

Sunnyvale, Oakland, Alameda County and San Mateo County (300 conversions and counting) 

 5 step model: Recruit, Identify needs, Deliver reusables, Support business, Track implementation. 

a. Works with or without an ordinance 

b. Helps overcome business cost & capacity barriers 

c. Captures metrics 

d. Scalable: pilot program to jurisdiction wide approach 

Lessons Learned – What Works Best 

a. Provide simple, clear requirements for dine-in 

b. Provide multiple touchpoints including 1 on 1 outreach 

c. Provide grants or incentives to offset upfront costs 

d. Partnerships with Community Based Organizations to reach local businesses 

e. Produce consistent education/outreach materials across jurisdictions 

f. Explore to-go system partnerships and BYO campaigns 

 

There was a question-and-answer session after the presentation that included a conversation about 

strategies to work with businesses that have a lower adoption rates. Answers included exploring BYO 

options and education around AB 619 that outlines how businesses can develop “touchless” methods to 

accept and fill customer containers. Steps to normalize BYO and reuse programs were also discussed. 

Other questions related to calculated savings for switching to reusables and if labor costs were factored 

into the analysis. Generally, the additional labor to wash dishes was considered and did not significantly 

impact bottom line because most food businesses are already washing dishes and using some reusables in 

their prep/cook and serving operations. The savings come from not buying disposables. Questions about 

storing reusables was asked and is generally not an issue because of the reduction in storage needs with 

the use of fewer disposable items. There were also questions about working with national chains and 

franchisees that may have limited options for adopting reusables based on the contract requirements of the 

franchisor. The conversations can be difficult to resolve with larger chains because local laws don’t make 

a big impression. Smaller chains tend to be more responsive, especially if the changes don’t affect 
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branding and improve customer experience. The bigger challenge with most franchised chains is the 

increase in to-go business and less restaurant space devoted to dine-in seating, so even if you convert to 

dine-in reusables you may not see a significant shift away from single-use products because of the 

increase in takeout food service. 

 

7) CRV Update – County Staff provided a brief overview on CRV developments since the September 

Task Force meeting that focused primarily on CRV redemption locally. There was a general 

discussion of the remaining problems, including slow reverse vending machines that fill up quickly, 

the hurdles (apps and paypal account) required to use reverse vending machines, the poor service 

when the reverse vending machine serves the convenience zone, and the limited participation of 

instore redemption. County staff also provided information on how to complain to CalRecycle 

about CRV problems. Tami Stolzenthaler mentioned that Cuevas Recycling is interested in opening 

additional recycling centers in the County and offered to provide contact information if needed. 

 

8) SB 1053 Update (Attachment B) – County Staff walked through proposed amendments to the 

County’s existing bag reduction ordinance to comply with SB 1053 requirements. New state 

requirements ban plastic carryout bags starting 1/1/2026 and increase the postconsumer recycling 

content of recycled paper carryout bags from a minimum of 40% to 50% starting 1/1/2028. There 

was a general discussion among city and county staff regarding next steps to bring the county 

update to the Board of Supervisors. Generally, Task Force members reviewed the proposed 

amendments and agreed they were adequate and suggested that the County “go first” and the cities 

will follow once adoption of the revisions is complete. 

 

9) Embedded Battery Presentation – County Staff provided an update on embedded batteries and 

the changes SB 1215 (Newman, 2022) makes to the Covered Electronic Waste (CEW) Recycling 

Program. SB 1215 is California’s Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022 to improve embedded 

battery product recycling and reduce fire risks associated improper disposal. State law changes 

define embedded battery items as “a product containing a battery from which the battery is not 

designed to be easily removed from the product by the user of the product with no more than 

commonly used household tools.” There are embedded battery products that are specifically 

exempted from the law because they are covered either by other programs or regulated as medical 

devices. These exempt products include: medical devices (21 USC § 321(h)) durable medical 

equipment (42 CFR § 414.202), and devices to support/sustain human life (21 USC § 

360c(a)(1)(B&C)), already covered electronic devices (PRC § 42463(g)(1)(A)), energy storage 

systems (PUC § 2835(a)), and electronic nicotine delivery systems (15 USC § 375(7)). Consumers 

will be charged a disposal fee when purchasing covered embedded battery products. Manufacturers 

are required to label covered products with brand name and battery chemistry used in the product. 

Manufacturers are also required to submit product sales data. CalRecycle and DTSC will 

collaborate to set the disposal fee and collection/recycling payments. 

 

10) Legislative Update (Attachment C) – County Staff provided an overview of bills passed and bills 

the passed through the legislature but were vetoed by the Governor in the 2025 legislative cycle. 

Two of the composting bills we were watching passed and became law: AB 411 which allows 

composting of certain livestock carcasses and AB 279 increases the size of permit exempt 

agricultural composting operations that meet specific feedstock, volume, and zoning requirements. 

Many of the bills we were watching languished in committee and may be taken up in 2026. These 

bills include AB 864 which would require DTSC to develop rules to increase material recovery 

from solar photovoltaic panels and SB 377 which would require the Public Utilities Commission to 

work with the Air Resources Board to advance the development and use of biomethane. 

  



 

5 
 

 

11) Call for meeting agenda items: Discussion re durables, SB 54 update, Portland’s 

deconstruction program 

 

12) Meeting Adjourned at 4:53 
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