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SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE 

 Thursday, June 5, 2025, 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

Santa Cruz South County Government Center – Community Room 

500 Westridge Watsonville CA 95076 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 

1) Welcome and Quorum Verification: Quorum present in the room Chair Felipe Hernandez called 

the meeting to order at 3:02. Staff called roll and meeting attendance was noted as follows: 

• Voting Members/Alternates Present: Felipe Hernandez (County, chair), Sandy Brown (County, 

alternate), Jacob Guth (County, citizen rep), Erika Senyk (Capitola), Leslie O’Malley (Santa 

Cruz, alternate), Tami Stolzenthaler (Watsonville, alternate). 

• Non-voting Members/Alternates Present: Ramon Gomez (County, alternate [member present]) 

Antonio Banderas (Watsonville, alternate not yet sworn). 

• Members/Alternates Absent: Justin Cummings (County), Bob Nelson (Santa Cruz), Allan 

Timms (Scotts Valley), Rodolfo Onchi (Scotts Valley, alternate) Scott Newsome (Santa Cruz), 

Rene Golder (Santa Cruz, alternate), Ari Parker (Watsonville), Will Smith (Watsonville). 

• Task Force Staff Present: Beau Hawksford (County), Kasey Kolassa (County), Darcy Pruitt 

(County)  

• Agency Staff Present: Christina Horvat (County), Bret Williamson (County - online), Carolyn 

Burke (County online). 

• Guests Present: Sally-Christine Rodgers (Pitch-In), Juan Castillo (GreenWaste Recovery), 

Claudia Villalta-Mejia (Environmental Innovations). 

 

2) Oral communications – Public: Sally-Christine Rodgers of Pitch-In Santa Cruz County thanked 

Task Force member organizations for supporting Pitch-In’s efforts to reduce illegal dumping and 

clean up litter throughout Santa Cruz County. She also made a brief announcement regarding the 

successful Pitch-In sponsored May cleanup day. 

 

3) Oral communications - Task Force members/alternates: Tami Stolzenthaler of Watsonville 

provided two updates to commissioners: 1) Announced CalRecycle’s statewide ban of Expanded 

Polystyrene (EPS, sometimes called Styrofoam) food service ware after failure to meet 25% recycling 

goal under SB 54. CalRecycle is responsible for enforcing a statewide ban, people and jurisdictions 

can report EPS violators to CalRecycle. 2) Announced SB 54 regulation update status. Governor 

rejected CalRecycle final SB 54 regulations in March 2025 for concern that requirements would 

create excessing costs for business and consumers. CalRecycle reopened rulemaking and developed 

revised regulations. Comment period for revised regulations closed earlier this week on June 3, 2025. 

Task Force will continue to track and report on SB 54 status. 

 

4) Approve Meeting Minutes – L. O’Malley made a motion to approve the March 6, 2025 meeting 

minutes, T. Stolzenthaler seconded the motion. Chair Hernandez called for a vote from members 

present at the March meeting. The March minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

5) Jurisdictional Updates – Sandy Brown, County alternate, announced that the County Board of 

Supervisors approved a countywide filtered cigarette sales ban that is dependent upon approval by 

two city jurisdictions to become valid throughout the County. Similar ordinances are proposed in the 

cities of Capitola and Santa Cruz to eliminate the largest single source of marine micro plastics 

introduced into the ocean environment. 
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6) Green Waste Recovery Services Presentation - Juan Castillo, General Manager of GreenWaste 

Recovery provided an overview of services provided in Santa Cruz County, including curbside waste 

services, roll-off box services, community outreach to teach waste management and environmental 

stewardship, recycling collection and processing services, and answered questions about items that 

are difficult to recycle (thermoforms and colored film plastic). Sally-Christine Rodgers asked 

questions about increasing education about bulky item collection and other issues that may help to 

reduce illegal dumping throughout the county. Juan Castillo said that GreenWaste will increase 

outreach to encourage bulky item services by customers. Leslie O’Malley recommended Pitch-In to 

consider reaching out to the Mattress Recycling Council for additional information and education on 

mattress recycling in California. California - Mattress Recycling Council | Recycling Programs in 

California, Connecticut, Oregon, and Rhode Island (Presentation Slides are provided as Meeting 

Minutes - Attachment A) 

 

7) Countywide Waste Characterization Study – County staff provided an update on waste 

characterization efforts and possible collaboration with city jurisdiction to gain local data and 

improve waste sorting and resource diversion within the county. Staff outlined CalRecycle study 

methodology requirements and provided costs to conduct a waste characterization study for the 

unincorporated county to provide perspective on overall costs. Commission members from cities 

requested a copy of presentation slides to be able to consider the costs and study methodology outline. 

(Presentation slides are provided as Meeting Minutes -Attachment B.) S. Brown made a motion 

to accept the report on local waste characterization study multi-jurisdiction collaboration. T. 

Stolzenthaler seconded the motion. Chair Hernandez called for a voice vote on the motion that passed 

unanimously. 

 

8) Code Update SB 1053 – Staff provided a report on county and local codes in conflict with bag ban 

requirements after the passage of SB 1053. Currently, four of five jurisdictions in Santa Cruz County 

have bag ban ordinances that allow the use of thick film plastic bags and 40% postconsumer recycled 

content in carryout bags. The new state law bans film plastic carryout bags in grocery stores, food 

marts, and covered food and beverage retailers starting 1/1/2026. The ban does not apply to 

restaurants. The new state law also requires 50% postconsumer recycled paper in paper carryout bags 

starting 1/1/2028. Existing local ordinances will need to be updated to not conflict with the new state 

law. County staff asked if cities are interested in developing a countywide ordinance that could be 

adopted in each jurisdiction for ease of countywide enforcement/compliance. Members discussed the 

need to work backward from the date that the ordinance would need to be before their council/board 

to be approved on or before 1/1/2026. (Presentation slides are provided as Meeting Minutes - 

Attachment C). L. O’Malley made a motion to accept the update. J. Guth seconded the motion. Chair 

Hernandez called for a voice vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

9) CRV Update – County staff provided further information on CRV changes related to SB 1013. With 

CalRecycle changes to the CRV program, more in-store CRV redemption options are locally 

available. The County is scheduled to end CRV redemption at the Ben Lomond Transfer Station on 

June 30, 2025. Covered beverage retailers will have 60 days after the change at Ben Lomond to either 

establish a dealer cooperative or begin redeeming CRV in store. L. O’Malley asked for clarification 

for the County’s decision to end CRV redemption. County staff answered that the cost to operate 

CRV at Ben Lomond had increased to $80,000/year and with the change in the state program making 

CRV redemption easier for residents, the County felt it shouldn’t continue to pay to support a 

program that should be funded by beverage retailers. (Presentation slides are provided as Meeting 

Minutes - Attachment D.) 

 

10) Legislative Update – County staff provided a brief overview of new bills introduced in the 

2025/2026 legislative cycle affecting solid waste, recycling, edible food, organic waste, waste 

https://mattressrecyclingcouncil.org/programs/california/
https://mattressrecyclingcouncil.org/programs/california/
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diversion, universal waste, hazardous materials management, and related topics. Staff highlighted SB 

501 that would create extended producer responsibility for household hazardous waste recovery and 

recycling programs; SB 561 that would create extended producer responsibility for explosive marine 

emergency distress flares, and AB 1153, which would expand the use of funds in the Solid Waste 

Disposal Site Cleanup Trust Fund for additional illegal dumping site cleanup tasks. S. Brown 

requested that bill status be added to the legislative update and staff agreed to include this information 

in future updates. 

 

11) Call for next meeting agenda items: Members suggested the following items for future meetings: 

 

a. Update on SB 54 Rulemaking and Needs Assessment 

b. Update on local Waste Characterization Study Collaboration 

c. Update on Bag Ban Collaboration 

 

12) Chair Hernandez adjourned the meeting at 4:02. 
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