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SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE 

 Thursday, June 4, 2026, 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

Capitola Community Room 

420 Capitola Road, Capitola CA 95010 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

1) Welcome and Quorum Verification - Quorum was present in the room at 3:01. Both the chair and 

vice chair were absent and Jacob Guth, Citizen Representative for Santa Cruz County, called the 

meeting to order at 3:01pm. Staff called roll and meeting attendance was noted as follows: 

  

Voting Members/Alternates Present: Sandy Brown (County alternate/volunteer chair) Jacob Guth 

(County, citizen rep), Erika Senyk (Capitola), Leslie O’Malley (Santa Cruz, alternate), Greg Wimp 

(Scotts Valley), Antonio Banderas (Watsonville, alternate). 

Members/Alternates Present but Not Voting: Claudia Villalta-Mejia (County, citizen rep alternate 

– not voting because member present). 

Members/Alternates Absent: Justin Cummings (County), Felipe Hernandez (County, chair), Ramon 

Gomez (County, alternate), Susan Westman (Capitola, alternate), Scott Newsome (Santa Cruz), Rene 

Golder (Santa Cruz, alternate), Rodolfo Onchi (Scotts Valley, alternate), Ari Parker (Watsonville, 

vice chair), Will Smith (Watsonville), Tami Stolzenthaler (Watsonville, alternate). 

Task Force Staff Present: Beau Hawksford (County), Kasey Kolassa (County - online), Darcy Pruitt 

(County)  

Agency Staff Present: Christina Horvat (County), Mary Ann LoBalbo (County-online), Mindy 

Esqueda (Scotts Valley-online). 

Guests Present: Juan Castillo (GreenWaste Recovery), Jakki Castorena-Davila (Environmental 

Innovations), Laura Chain (CalRecycle–online). 

 

2) Oral communications – Public: No oral communications received from the public. 

 

3) Oral communications - Task Force members/alternates: No oral communications received from 

members/alternates. 

 

4) Review Meeting Minutes (Attachment A) – Antonio Banderas made a motion to approve the March 

5, 2026 meeting minutes. Leslie O’Malley seconded. Acting chair Jacob Guth called for a vote and 

the motion to approve the meeting minutes passed unanimously. 

 

5) Jurisdictional Updates – The cities of Santa Cruz, Scotts Valley, and Capitola, and the County of 

Santa Cruz provided updates to the Task Force 

 

a. City of Santa Cruz Update: City staff announced the citywide garage sale is scheduled for 

the weekend of June 6-7, 2026. The garage sale event is loved by city residents, is a low-

cost event for the city to coordinate/map participant locations/advertise and is scheduled 

to align with UCSC move out to recover reusable furniture and reduce the amount of 

waste. Staff also discussed the success of the city’s shredded paper event held on May 9th. 

The city doesn’t accept shredded paper in its recycling collection carts, so the shredded 

paper event is popular with city residents and is scheduled twice per year in May and 

November. 

b. City of Capitola Update: City staff announced their annual site visit from CalRecycle’s 

Laura Chain included visits to Gayle’s, Trader Joe’s, and Nob Hill to review Edible food 
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recovery and waste sorting programs at each of those locations. The two grocery stores 

are participating in a competition to increase their edible food donations and reduce their 

food waste. The city is also doing more event outreach in collaboration with GreenWaste 

staff to educate residents and to improve waste sorting practices at large events.    

c. City of Scotts Valley Update: Environmental Innovations staff provided an update for 

Scotts Valley regarding their edible food recovery program visits with most stores in 

compliance.  

d. Unincorporated Santa Cruz County Update: County staff provided an update on outreach 

events for the month of July to reduce consumer plastics. The County also announced the 

creation of a Green Team at the Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds to improve ongoing 

waste management challenges for large events.   

 

6) Reusable Dishware Implementation Challenges (Attachment 1) – County staff summarized the 

information provided in the Reusable Dishware Implementation Challenges survey/study prepared by 

Californians Against Waste and the Story of Stuff Project. Generally, the survey focused on 

jurisdictions in North America with various dishware laws passed to reduce single use plastic waste in 

their local area. The survey study’s key take away from these jurisdictions was that none of the local 

agencies responding to the survey felt like their program had effective enforcement. The study 

identified the primary enforcement challenges: (1) Limited enforcement budget/staffing to educate 

and inspect business compliance, (2) Lack of leadership priorities based on concerns about over-

regulating local businesses, (3) Lack of interdepartmental enforcement cooperation, (4) Weak penalty 

mechanisms. 

 

The study recommended regulation design strategies to resolve the identified enforcement challenges 

including: (1) Early engagement with business community, politicians, and enforcement allies in 

other departments to develop a policy and enforcement mechanisms that all can support, (2) Clear 

policy drafting to avoid policy and enforcement ambiguities, (3) plan policy and enforcement strategy 

with dedicated funding for education and inspections, (4) Implement a fine system with stronger 

penalties for large operators [fines commensurate with violation impacts]. 

 

County staff mentioned Surfrider Foundation’s Ocean Friendly Restaurant program as an existing 

program that could encourage restaurants to use reusable dishes for onsite dining as a voluntary step, 

rather than creating a program that other jurisdictions find difficult to implement and enforce. 

Surfrider’s program has seven mandatory criteria that all participating restaurants must adopt:  

[1) reusable dishes for onsite dining, 2) no expanded polystyrene, 3) no plastic bags for take-out, 

4) paper straws on request, 5) no beverages in plastic bottles, 6) follow proper recycling practices, 

7) single use accessories provided on request.]  

Ocean Friendly Restaurants must also select at least three of the program’s eight optional criteria:  

[1) discounts for customers providing reusable items, 2) pre-packaged items not sold in plastic, 3) 

all seafood served is Seafood Watch “Best Choice” or “Good Alternative,” 4) vegetarian/vegan 

menu options offered regularly, 5) no single use bio-plastic containers, 6) composting efforts in 

place, 7) energy efficiency efforts in place, 8) Water conservation and pollution mitigation efforts 

in place.] 

 

Discussion focused on the hurdles to plan and roll out a multi-jurisdictional foodware program when 

we already have unfulfilled SB 1383 enforcement responsibilities and will need to implement the SB 

54 roll out. When discussing the Surfrider program, many Monterey County restaurants participate   

and few Santa Cruz County restaurants participate (only 5 in Santa Cruz County). Surfrider’s program 

participation criteria mandates reusable dishware for onsite dining and includes many state and local 

waste reduction requirements that apply in Santa Cruz County (no polystyrene foodware, all single-

use accessory items only on request, proper recycling practices). The Surfrider program has many 

https://www.surfrider.org/programs/ocean-friendly-restaurants
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fewer requirements than the local Green Business programs encouraged locally. Staff from 

Environmental Innovations, who also work in Monterey County, find that the Ocean Friendly 

Restaurant program can work as a gateway to identify restaurants that are ready to participate in the 

County’s Green Business Program. Staff from several jurisdictions requested contacts to Surfrider 

Foundation staff. Sandy Brown agreed to connect staff with Surfrider’s local chapter. Surfrider Ocean 

Friendly Restaurant benefits include support for local jurisdiction’s waste reduction goals and 

recognition for participating local businesses by a well-respected environmental organization.    

 

7) SB 54 Update (Attachment 2) – Staff provided information on the approval of CalRecycle prepared 

SB 54 regulations. The approved SB 54 regulation took effect on May 1, 2026 and are found at Title 

14 CCR Division 7, Chapter 11.1. By June 1, 2026 all plastic producers are required under the 

regulations to either join the Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO), or register independently 

with CalRecycle as an Independent Producer, or apply for a Small Producer Exemption. 

 

The PRO, Circular Action Alliance, is expected to submit the PRO Plan to CalRecycle in June 2026 

for review and approval by the beginning of 2027. [At the time of the 6/4 Task Force meeting the 

PRO plan had not been submitted.] The PRO Plan will be valid for five (5) years from the date of 

CalRecycle’s approval.  

 

Also under the SB 54 regulations, local jurisdictions and recycling service providers are required to 

begin accepting the full range of materials listed on the Covered Materials Categories list on the date 

CalRecycle approves the PRO Plan. If local jurisdictions or recycling service providers are unable to 

accept all materials and place them into a responsible end market, they will need to file an 

extension/exemption application. The application must include the reasons that the material cannot be 

recycled/composted locally. The application must first be submitted to the Producer Responsibility 

Organization and Independent Producers 90 days before submitting to CalRecycle. Producers have 90 

days to review and comment prior to CalRecycle submission so their comments can be considered 

with the extension/exemption application. 

 

Most local recommendations for changes to the Draft SB 54 regulations were not accepted, but 

CalRecycle does plan to include a portal to submit extension/exemption applications to Producers and 

to CalRecycle as requested. 

 

8) Edible Food Recovery (Attachment 3) –Staff and partners discussed the minor revisions 

recommended by local counsel to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the County 

and cities to continue the Edible Food partnership. None of the partner agencies had additional 

comments and the proposed changes were submitted to the County Board of Supervisors as part of 

the contract extension approval. 

 

9) Legislative Update (Attachment C) - Staff provide an update on bills modified since the March 

2026 meeting. Compostable material requirements and battery management issues had the most 

changes. Several bills were stripped out and introduced with changed requirements. Hazardous 

materials management bills also included changes. 

 

10) Future Agenda Items: Members requested an ongoing update on SB 54 and a report back on dine-in 

program implementation from Environmental Innovations.  

 

11) Meeting adjourned at 4:22pm 
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