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Introduction

At the request of Mission Springs and the County of Santa Cruz, Interactive Resources, Inc. (JR) has
undertaken a Historic Resource Evaluation of thirteen structures located within the Mission Springs
Camps and Conference Center (Mission Springs) campus on Lockhart Gulch Road, in unincorporated
Santa Cruz County, California. As part of the environmental review process for the proposed Mission
Springs Camps and Conference Center Use Permit Amendment project, the County has requested that a
historic resource evaluation be completed addressing the structures that are proposed to be altered or
demolished and were constructed over fifty years ago. This report is intended to provide a historical
evaluation of the specified buildings through a thorough analysis of the property, its history, and its
historical associations in order to determine if any qualify as historical resources as defined by the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The evaluation addresses the significance criteria of the
National Register of Historic Places, the California Register Historical Resources and the Santa Cruz
County historic resource inventory.

Methodology

IR prepared this historic resource evaluation by reviewing existing materials provided by the client,
undertaking targeted archival research, and conducting a site visit to inspect the property and buildings
and take photographs. Archival research was carried out at the Santa Cruz County Zoning and Planning
Department and the Recorder and Assessor’s Offices, and through numerous on-line sources. The site
visit was conducted on July 14, 2016.

Records Search

A records search was conducted at the Northwest Information Center of the California Historical
Resource Information System (CHRIS) in Rohnert Park, California.

As part of the records search, IR also reviewed the following local and state inventories for built
environment cultural resources in and adjacent to the study area:

»  California Inventory of Historic Resources (California Department of Parks and Recreation 1976);

»  Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California (California Office of Historic Preservation
1988);

»  California Points of Historical Interest (California Office of Historic Preservation 1992);
» California Historical Landmarks (California Office of Historic Preservation 1996);
*  AnArchitectural Guidebook to San Francisco and the Bay Area (Cerny 2007); and

*  Directory of Properties in the Historic Property Data File (California Office of Historic Preservation
April 5,2012). The directory includes the listings of the NRHP, National Historic Landmarks, the
CRHR, California Historical Landmarks, and California Points of Historical Interest.
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Literature and Map Review

IR reviewed the following publications, maps, and websites for historical information about the study area
and its vicinity:

« California Place Names (Gudde 1998);

« Historic Spots in California (Hoover et al. 1990);

« California 1850: A Snapshot in Time (Marschner 2000);

. Historical Atlas of California (Hayes 2007);

e Santa Cruz Quadrangle, California., 60-minute topographic quadrangle (U.S. Geological Survey
1902);

« Felton, Calif,, 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle (U.S. Geological Survey 1955, 1968, 1980, 1991);

«  Historical aerial photographs of Scotts Valley (Nationwide Environmental Title Research, 1953,
1968, 1991, 2005, 2009, 2010, and 2012);

« University of California Santa Cruz Digital Collections, Map Library Collections at
http://digitalcollections.ucsc.edu;

o An Architectural Guidebook to San Francisco and the Bay Area (Cerny 2007);
« Online Archive of California at http://www.oac.cdlib.org;
» Calisphere at http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifomia.edu; and

« The Scotts Valley History Web at http://history.scottsvalleychamber.com.

Evaluation Summary
CEQA defines a “historical resource” as any resource that meets one or more of the following criteria:

. Listed in, or eligible for listing in, the California Register of Historical Resources;
. Listed in a local register of historical resources;

. ldentified as significant in an historical resource survey meeting the requirements of section
5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code; or

. Determined to be an historical resource by a project's lead agency.

The following evaluation was based on the eligibility criteria for the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP) which requires that the resource be at least fifty years old (except under special circumstances),
that it retain its historic integrity, and that it be significant under at least one of four criteria. These four
criteria include: association with historic events, association with important persons, distinctive design or
physical characteristics, and the potential to provide important information about history or prehistory. In
determining National Register eligibility, the author weighed known historical associations, architectural
merit, and the current level of integrity. The historic significance of the properties was also evaluated
using the established criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) in order to assess
eligibility for listing in the state register. Finally, the County of Santa Cruz maintains an inventory of
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historic resources which identifies si gnificant historical resources in the unincorporated portion of the
County. The County’s specific criteria for listing were also used to evaluate the subject properties.

None of the properties are currently listed in the NRHP, the CRHR or the County of Santa Cruz Historic
Resource Inventory, and it does not appear that the properties have been previously evaluated. A fter
conducting a thorough evaluation of the properties, it appears that none of the subject buildings are
individually eligible for listing in the national, state or Jocal inventories due to a lack of individual
significance. Further, while a potential Mission Springs Historic District, focusing primarily on the
surrounding seasonal cabins, might be eligible for listing; it does not appear that any of the subject
buildings would contribute to a potential district because the subject properties were either constructed
outside of the proposed period of si gnificance or lack historic integrity. Therefore, the subject buildings
do not appear to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA (CCR Title 14(3) §15064.5).

Historical Context

Summary History of the Scotts V alley Region

In the early 1830s, Jose Antonia Bolcoff was granted Rancho San Augustin, an approximately 4,400 acre
region that encompassed today’s City of Scotts Valley and the surrounding region, including the land that
would become Mission Springs. In 1841, Rancho San Augustin then transferred to Joseph Ladd Majors,
whom was married to Bolcoff’s sister-in-law. Majors maintained a large ranch where he raised livestock,
operated a distillery and grew wheat.

In 1846, Majors sold Rancho San Augustin to Hiram Daniel Scott. Scott brought his family out from
Maine and in 1856, transferred the property to his father, Daniel Scott. Most of the property was then
subdivided between Hiram’s father and brothers, whom further divided and sold off parcels over the
ensuing decades. Maps indicate that the land that would become Mission Springs was purchased by
Matilda Eaton prior to 1880.

In 1858, a turnpike was constructed from Santa Cruz through Scotts Valley, making Scotts Valley a
Stagecoach stop and a commercial center for the region. By the late 1880s, land in the Scotts Valley area
was predominately being used for dairy ranching, although other types of ranches and farms still
persisted. The region remained mostly agricultural until the 1930s, when other area industries focused
primarily on tourism or the area’s natural resources began to develop. A State Highway replaced the old
stage coach route in the 1920s leading to the increase in tourist-related industries such as stores, gas
stations, motels and novelty attractions. Industrial development centered on natural resources and
included quarries, sawmills and lumberyards.

Growth in the region continued after World War IT with the establishment of a municipal airport
(operating from 1962-1983) and the development of an electronics industry. Although Santa Cruz looked
to annex Scotts Valley in the early 1960s, those plans never came to fruition and Scotts Valley
incorporated in 1966. Scotts Valley has developed in a small bedroom community primarily for
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commuters to the south San Francisco Bay area. The Scotts Valley boundaries exclude the Mission
Springs site, and the subject property remains as unincorporated land within the County of Santa Cruz. !

Summary History of the Mission Springs Camps and Conference Center Property

In the mid-1870s, Samuel and Matilda Lockhart acquired property it the Scotts Valley region that would
eventually become the site of Mission Springs. Santa Cruz County maps from 1880 and 1906 indicate that
the subject property was transferred to Matilda and that she remarried farmer John Eaton. It is unknown
exactly what type of farming the family engaged in, however it possibly could have been dairy ranching
which was very common in the area.? Census records through the 1920s indicate that the property owners,
whom were related to Matilda Lockhart Eaton, where “home farmers.” In 1920, Clara Eaton Ryder
(daughter of Matilda) moved back to her family property and is listed as living with her husband William
Henry Ryder, her mother Matilda Eaton, her son George Ryder and Horace S. Lockhart a brother-in-law.
Post-1921, following Matilda Lockhart Eaton’s death the property was transferred to Mr. and Mrs.
George L. Houghton.

In the early 1920s, a Swedish religious group known as the California Mission Sunday School and Young
People’s League (League) held several conferences throughout California focused on growing their
organization. The League’s objective was stated to “promote earnest Christian living among its members
by conventions, conferences, etc., and to do aggressive Christian work through such missionary and
evangelistic efforts as the League shall find most expedient.” As part of their efforts the group established
a committee to “work for the future plan of a suitable summer camp where conferences would be held and
other meetings arranged for.” After searching throughout the Santa Cruz Mountains, the League finally
found a suitable property known as the “old Lockhart Ranch” on the west side of Scotts Valley. A
swindler first tried to scam the League in their process to purchase the property, but the League prevailed
and purchased the first forty-five acres of what was to become Mission Springs from Adele C. and
William Ferrell, the daughter and son-in-law of George L. and Ellie C. Houghton for $6,000 in 1925

The League named the property Mission Springs, as was suggested by Carolyn Engstrom of Oakland, and
promptly began planning the development of the site. In an effort to raise money to make needed
improvements and build the infrastructure, the League hired Lloyd Bowman to survey and divide the
property into over 200 parcels in order to establish small lots of less than an acre a piece t0 be leased to
private parties for a period of 99 years. The leases originally averaged $125 per lot and the owners

! The summary history of the Scotts Valley region was taken from several sources including: H. H. Bancroft,
History of California, Vols. HI-V. The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft, Volume XXII, (San Francisco, CA: The
History Company, Publishers, 1886); Gloria Anne Laffey, Evaluation of Potential Historic Structures in the City of
Scotts Valley, (February, 1990), online at http://history.scottsval1eychamber.com/history/history/page41/page4l/htm
accessed August 2016; and Douglas E. Kyle, Historic Spots in California, revised edition, (Palo Alto, CA: Stanford
University Press, 2002), 455.

2 1870 United State Federal Census, electronic document, www.ancestry.com; Alexius, Mission Springs,
(Sacramento, CA, May 1944); T. W. Wright, Map of Santa Cruz County, 1880-1881, (1880), Sheets 23 and 26; and
Punnett Brothers, Official Map of the County of Santa Cruz, (San Francisco, CA, 1906).

3 Alexius, Mission Springs.
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typically designed and constructed their own small cabins on the parcels.* Post-1 950, Missions Springs
expanded with the acquisition of property to the north and east of the original forty-five acres. By 1976,
Mission Springs included approximately 200 acres, after having purchased surrounding properties from
owners such as Bibbler, Rodriquez, Steiner, Beach and Nelson-Wells, and today the total size of the
property is closer to 300 acres.’

Initially the existing buildings from the Houghton ranch, including a farmhouse, a barn and the old
Lockhart cabin, were renovated and employed for use by the League. During the first few years of
Mission Springs, the numerous development projects included the construction of a bridge, dormitories,
comfort stations, and spaces and buildings for worship. By 1944, the League owned forty-nine acres and
buildings on the property included: the Tabernacle, the Manager’s Building, the Memorial Hall (which
was the rehabilitated Houghton farmhouse), the Cafeteria and Gift Shop, three dormitories, several
comfort stations, seven single cabins, and two double cabins. The main buildings were constructed around
a central lawn area. Finally, surrounding the Conference Center grounds there were seventy-three private
cabins that had been constructed by lessees.

The next wave of development occurred from the mid-1 950s through the mid-1960s. The swimming pool
and pool house were constructed in an area known as Mission Woods, on property formerly owned by
Albert R. Inscho. Then following the loss of both Memorial Hall (the original Houghton farmhouse) and
Laurel Lodge due to fires, several new buildings were constructed including: Fireside Hall, Laurel Lodge,
Fir, Pine, Oak and Hemlock cabins, Redwood Chapel and the Worship Center. In 1967, Mission Springs
expanded further with the development of the Frontier Ranch youth camp located northeast of the original
property boundaries.

Numerous hardscape improvements were undertaken in in mid-1970s at the area just west of the main
central lawn, including the construction of paved walkways, planters and the information kiosk. Over the
years, Mission Springs has purchased or been donated many of the private cabins close to the Conference
Center grounds. In some cases, Mission Springs has used the cabins for additional housing and elsewhere
they have converted the buildings into offices for the Conference Center. Much of the recent development
projects have been undertaken at the Frontier Ranch area of the property, with a new lodge having been
completed in 2003. Closer to the Conference Center grounds, two new bridges were constructed in 2008
and 2011, and a new waste water treatment facility was installed in 2014. Currently, renovations to return
the Tabernacle to a worship center are underway.

Mission Springs Major Building Chronology

1925 45 acres purchased by the Swedish Evangelical Missionary Association of California for the
Sunday School and Young People’s League.

1926  The property was surveyed, roads were established, and 213 Jots were plotted.

* Lloyd Bowman, Surveyor, Subdivision No. 1 of Mission Spring Conference Ground, (Santa Cruz County, July
1926); and Vi Martinson and Esther Anderson, Mission Springs, (San Jose, CA, February 1976).

* Alexius, Mission Springs, 26; and Frontier Ranch website http://www.frontier—ranch.com/about/history.
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1927

1930

1934

1944

1950

1953

1955

1956

1957

1960

Construction included: the first bridge over Lockhart Creek, roads, two dormitories, a water
reservoir, and the renovations of the existing Houghton farmhouse and barn. Builder C. A.
Hillberg supervised the construction of the new buildings.

Residents whom had leased lots began construction of individual cabins.

Three cabins were built at the Auto Camp by volunteers.’

First Annual Conference held at Mission Springs.

The original Lockhart cabin was moved to a new site.

Men’s and Ladies® dormitories constructed under the supervision of C. A. Hillberg.

Rev. N. M. Nilsen served as the Manager of Mission Springs and oversaw much of the initial
development.

The Tabernacle was constructed. The building was designed by L. G. Bergren of San Francisco.’
The “old barn” was torn down.

J. M. Johnson a contractor from San Francisco built a cafeteria and a small dormitory and
enlarged the existing dormitories.*

The original bridge was replaced.

Development on the League’s forty-nine acre property that had been completed to date included:
the Tabernacle, the Manager’s Building, the Memorial Hall, the Cafeteria and Gift Shop, three
dormitories, several comfort stations, seven single cabins, and two double cabins.’

To date seventy-five private cabins had been constructed.

The swimming pool and pool house were built on the recently acquired Mission Woods property.
Memorial Hall (the original Houghton farmhouse) burns down.

Construction of Fireside Hall completed on the same site as the original Houghton farmhouse.
Cathedral Grove (the outdoor amphitheater) improvements completed.

Oak, Pine, Hemlock and Fir Cabins were constructed with four bedrooms each. Drawings

indicate the design may have been completed or at least overseen by Director Paul Nelson.
Engineering was undertaken by Vincent A. Arena Structural Engineers of SanJ ose."

¢ Alexius, Mission Springs, 29.
7 Ibid., 32.
8 Ibid., 41.

° Ibid.

1% project drawings on file at Mission Springs.
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1961  The original Laurel Lodge burns down.
1962 Redwood Memorial Chapel constructed on a site in Mission Woods.
1963  The construction of the new Laurel Lodge was completed.

The Auto Camp was converted to a trailer park, and several existing cabins were removed from
the site.!!

1964  The Worship Center was constructed on the site of the original Laurel Lodge.
1967  Frontier Ranch was established.
1969  The Tabernacle was converted from a worship center to a craft and recreation center.

1974  New mall, kiosk and hardscaping improvements to the Conference Center lawn area were
completed. The design was envisioned by Director Paul Nelson.

2003 The new Frontier Lodge was completed at Frontier Ranch.

2008 A new bridge was constructed 750 feet down from the original entrance.
2011  The 1922 wood bridge was replaced with a new steel and concrete structure.
2014 The waste water treatment plant was completed.'

2016  Tabernacle renovations are under construction.

Architectural Context

The development of Mission Springs was originally undertaken as a volunteer effort by members of the
League and most of the early designs were executed in what can best be described as the Vernacular style.
The later buildings from the period ranging from the mid-1950s to mid-1 960s illustrate influences of
Modernism and are somewhat in the Contemporary style. No architects have been identified as having
been associated with the design of any of the structures at Mission Springs. Likely there were no
architects involved in the design of the early, pre-1944 buildings. Any architects employed for the later
buildings have not been identified in any documentation reviewed. Few records exist on file at the County
offices, limited drawings were available for review at Mission Springs, and no architects are identified in
either of the Mission Springs anniversary books that were published in 1944 and 1976. It appears that
much of the design work was done on a volunteer basis and by leaders of the camp working in
conjunction with contractors and builders. In the case of the post-1950 buildings it is assumed that
engineers were employed to ensure structural stability. Construction drawings for the Oak and Hemlock

! Mission Springs permit files on file at the Santa Cruz County Planning Department.
' Mission Springs website at hitp://www.missionsprings.com/history.
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cabins were prepared by Vincent A. Arena, a structural engineer from San Jose. The direction of the camp
and conference center development and design appears to have been primarily influenced by the
organization’s leaders in charge at the time. Various directors have included: Lawrence Anderson, Rev.
Eldon Toll, Howard Pellon, Paul Nelson and David Olson."”

Vernacular/National Folk

The National Folk (circa 1850-1930) style of architecture is rooted in the Vernacular building tradition
based on local materials. A useful approach to understanding what Vernacular style is, is by defining what
it is not. That is, Vernacular architecture is not overly formal or monumental in nature, but rather is
represented by relatively unadorned construction that is not designed by a professional architect.
Vernacular architecture is the commonplace or ordinary building stock that is built for meeting a practical
purpose with a minimal amount of flourish or otherwise traditional or ethnic influences."

Vernacular crossed over into National Folk as the railroad allowed distant mills and factories to mass-
produce a standardized design that spread across the United States. This new industrial-based method of
home construction replaced older construction that employed heavy beams and hewn frames with
balloon-framed buildings and allowed carpenters of modest skill to easily plan, build, and ornament a
modern house to the limits of taste and budget."”

Several character-defining features of the Vernacular style include:

« Simple roofline, with a medium to low-pitch;

. Small building footprint, generally rectangular;

. Simple construction techniques and mass-produced materials; and

« Design and construction by a carpenter with no visible or discernable style.

The early buildings at Mission Springs were designed with the general characteristics of a utilitarian
design. Most of the early buildings and cabins were constructed with a focus on speed, economy and
simplicity, rather than on architectural design. While not all from the same time period, buildings that
would fit within the Vernacular/National Folk style category include: Creekside Lounge, 306 Tabernacle
Drive and 316 Tabernacle Drive. The Maintenance Office appears to have been constructed later than the
buildings previously listed, but the design and form appear to follow the simplistic style of the numerous
nearby Vernacular buildings.

Modern: Contemporary

The other structures that are the focus of this report (Fireside Hall, Fir, Pine, Hemlock and vy Cabins, the
Pool House and Redwood Chapel) while still quite utilitarian, illustrate the influences of Modernism that

13 Martinson, Mission Springs, 36-7.

14 Upton and Vlach, Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular Architecture, (Athens, GA: University of
Georgia Press, 1986), xv-xxi, 426-432.

% Virginia McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, (New York, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1992), 88-101.
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was typical of the period and commonly found throughout California. Post-war modern building designs
eschewed details from Period Revival style, and focused primarily on form, simplicity and function.

Modern architecture generally includes such characteristics as:

e Simple forms;

® Overhanging eaves;

* Emphasis on horizontality; and
® Minimal ornament.

The Contemporary substyle often features elements such as gable roofs with wide overhanging eaves and
exposed roof beams. Heavy piers frequently support the gables, and while wood, brick and stone may all
be used for cladding, traditional detailing is typically absent.'® The Redwood Chapel is the clearest
example of the Contemporary style. The other buildings from this period such as the cabins in Mission
Woods and the pool house illustrate clear influences of Modernism in general; however, none of the
subject buildings designed in the Modernist-influenced style stand out as distinctive or significant for
their architectural design.

Property Description

Overall Camps and Conference Center Grounds

Mission Springs Camps and Conference Center in the Santa Cruz Mountains occupies approximately 300
acres of unincorporated land in central Santa Cruz County and is situated approximately ten miles north
of the City of Santa Cruz and Just west of Scotts Valley. Portions of the mountainous and heavily wooded
property are still largely undeveloped. The land is located primarily between Lockhart Gulch Road to the
west and Nelson Road to the east, with a narrow section containing an Recreational Vehicle (RV) Camp
extending west beyond Lockhart Gulch Road along the creek. The conference center is located around a
flat lawn area at the southern end of the property along Lockhart Gulch Road. A bridge crosses over the
creek from Lockhart Gulch Road to the conference center area which features numerous facilities
surrounding the central lawn including: a dining hall, Fireside Hall, the Worship Center, the Tabernacle,
several cabins, a nursery, administrative offices, Laurel and Wellander Lodges and Creekside Lounge.
The hills surrounding the conference center are occupied with small single family homes and cabins along
narrow winding roads, and outdoor amphitheater is nestled into the hillside to the east. Directly north and
uphill of the main Conference Center grounds is the area known as Mission Woods, which contains the
pool, the pool house, a small chapel, and four cabins. Northeast of the main conference center grounds are
the Frontier Ranch and Wild Oak youth camp areas.

' McAlester, 4 Field Guide, 477-483.
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Main Conference Center Grounds

Fireside Hall (APN 070-151-21)

Fireside Hall stands directly across from the vehicular bridge at the Mission Springs’ southern entrance
and just south of the central lawn. West of the building is the dining hall, and the basketball courts are
located to the east. The single-story, wood-frame building is generally L-shaped in plan, covers 4,210
square-feet and features an asphalt shingle-clad combination gable, hipped and shed roof with exposed
rafter tails at several eaves. Wide, horizontal shiplap siding clads the building’s exterior, and sliding vinyl
windows with flat wood surrounds are typical throughout. The foundation appears to be poured concrete
with sections of decorative brickwork at the base extending into low planters at the south side. Paved
concrete pathways surround the building and a raised concrete porch covered by a shed roof extension
protects the primary entrance at the center of the south fagade. Two pairs of double single-lite doors open
off of the entry porch: one in the east fagade and one in the south fagade. A plywood-clad chimney stands
centered at the east gable end wall and a brick chimney extends from the roof near the junction of the hip
and the gable.

At the west side, the hipped roof extends past the wall and is supported by a row of wood posts creating a
covered porch across the fagade. Unlike the other fagades, two, wood-frame, twelve-lite shop windows
extend out from the west fagade which also features three flush doors and one vinyl sliding window. A
shed roofed addition containing toilet rooms extends out on the north side. The north fagade is punctuated
by two vinyl-frame sliding doors, one flush door, two bathroom entry alcove openings, one pair of single-
lite double doors and two sliding vinyl windows. The front, south fagade maintains three sliding vinyl
windows east of the entry porch, and two combination sliding and fixed vinyl windows and one gable
vent to the west of the porch. Finally, a temporary wood ramp provides an accessible route to the raised
entry porch.

Maintenance Office (APN 070-161-21)

The small, single-story, hipped-roof maintenance office stands at the eastern edge of the paved basketball
court, just below the Old Tabernacle. The rear, eastern wall of the structure is built into the retaining wall
located along the western edge of Tabernacle Drive. The building is rectangular in plan and covers a
footprint of approximately 150 square-feet. A poured concrete foundation, which steps up to the eastern
retaining wall, supports the exterior walls clad in painted shiplap siding with flat corner boards. Asphalt
shingles cover the roof. Wood rafter tails extend under the eave at all four sides and a gutter stretches
across the eave at the front, west facade. The west fagade features the only openings with one, flush door
penetrated by a nine-lite window and one sliding vinyl window with false muntins. Both opening
maintain flat wood surrounds.

Creekside Lounge (APN 070-151-21)

The single-story Creekside Lounge and Outdoor Education Center stands northwest of the conference
center lawn, north of the Worship Center and just south of the northern vehicular bridge entrance. The
wooded site slopes steeply to the west down to Lockhart Gulch, and an asphalt-paved parking lot and
driveway abuts the front, east side of the building. Rectangular in plan, the building features a simple
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asphalt-shingle clad gable roof with exposed rafter tails; is rectangular in plan; and covers an area of
approximately 1,200 square feet. Small sections of the roof extend to provide awnings over the two
entrances in the east fagade and the bay window at the west fagade. The south and east facades are clad in
horizontal shiplap siding with a half round profile to give the appearance of wood log construction.
Narrow, vertical wood boards clad the north and west fagades, and a mural has been painted atop the
cladding at the north gable end wall. The building is supported by a wood post and beam system on
concrete footings and maintains a wood deck at the south end.

The front, east facade is punctuated by one flush door and a pair of doors including one flush and one
with nine lites. Each door opening is flanked by two, wood-frame, twelve-lite windows extending out
from the face of the wall. A brick veneer accents the base of the east wall and a gutter runs the length of
the eave. A vinyl sliding door pierces the south gable end wall providing access to the deck; and three
window openings penetrate the west fagade: one sliding vinyl, one combination fixed and single-hung
vinyl bay window, and one sliding window.

While indisputable evidence has not yet been found, historic photographs indicate that the Creekside
Lodge may have been converted from the original Men’s Dormitory. The buildings appear to be in a
similar location, be of generally the same size and form, and to have had the same exterior cladding (see
Figures 13 and 14). If these are the same building, then significant alterations have occurred including:
change to the eastern roofline, the replacement of cladding on the north and west facades, and the
replacement of doors and windows. ‘

306 Tabernacle Drive, Ivy Cabin (APN 070-162-43)

The cabin at 306 Tabernacle Drive is sited at the upper end of a steeply sloped and wooded parcel across
the parking lot and Tabernacle Drive from the Creekside Lounge and is flanked by two cabins. A narrow
path and stair lead from the street up to the cabin. The small, single-story building is L-shaped in plan and
covers an area of approximately 330 square-feet. Asphalt shingles clad the gable roof with projecting
eaves and exposed rafters. Horizontal clapboard composite siding and shiplap wood siding cover the
exterior walls in addition to a section of vertical board and an area of exposed building paper. The
building is of wood frame construction and sits on a concrete footing foundation. The north, front fagade
is punctuated by a one-lite-over-three-panel wood door protected by a wall-mounted shed-roofed awning;
a pair of three-lite-over-one-lite wood windows with flat wood surrounds to the west of the door; and one
six-lite wood window with no trim to the east. The west fagade is pierced by another pair of three-lite-
over-one wood windows and one six-lite wood window; both windows feature flat wood surrounds. A
partially enclosed hot water heater stands at the south gable end wall adjacent to a sealed off door
opening. Finally, a six-lite wood window with flat wood surrounds penetrates the south fagade near the
cast corner, and no openings are located in the east wall.

316 Tabernacle Drive Cabin (APN 070-162-42)

The cabin at 316 Tabernacle Drive stands between 306 Tabernacle Drive (Ivy Cabin) and Laurel Lodge.
The steeply sloped and heavily wooded parcel maintains a raised single-story residence that is
approximately 720 square-feet in size. The building, sited among several large redwoods, is L-shaped in
plan with an asphalt shingle-clad cross-gable roof and an L-shaped, flat-roofed covered deck over a

Mission Springs Camps and Conference Center Historic Resource Evaluation Page| 12
Interactive Resources Project No. 2016-041




carport and storage room addition to the southwest. Concrete steps lead from the Tabernacle Drive up to
the deck and front entrance. The house maintains a variety of siding types including: vertical T-111 board,
vertical board and batten, shiplap with a half round profile and V-groove shiplap. The majority of the
fenestration consists of replacement sliding vinyl window units with flat wood surrounds. However, the
north fagade is punctuated by three wood windows: one six-lite and two nine-lite units. Additionally,
three skylights have been installed at the roof. Concrete footings are visible beneath posts at the deck and
a segment of a poured concrete foundation is extant under the main house. One flush door provides access
from the deck at the west side and a modern fiberglass door serves as the main entrance in the south
fagade.

Mission Woods

Pool House (APN 070-121-29)

The pool and pool house are located north of and at a higher elevation than the main conference center
grounds in the area known as Mission Woods. Located at the end of Tabernacle Drive, the pool area and
the adjacent asphalt-paved parking lot are set within a heavily wooded landscape. A chain-link fence
surrounds the concrete paved pool deck. The L-shaped pool occupies the northeast corner of the site with
a three-quarters circular-shaped baby pool to the south and the single-story, rectangular pool house at the
western edge. The 1,080 square-foot pool house features a shed roof with overhanging eaves and exposed
rafters at the east and west sides, and horizontal shiplap siding at the exterior walls. The structure consists
of wood framing on top of a poured concrete foundation.

The east, front fagade faces the pool and is punctuated by an opening for the snack bar counter at the
south end, one two-lite wood window with obscured glass, one window opening with plywood infill and
two rows of wood-frame clerestory windows with wire mesh infill. Between the two spans of clerestory
windows, a small shed-roofed storage closet projects out from the facade and is flanked by two wing
walls that screen low concrete ramps and locker room entrances. The narrow south fagade is punctuated
by two opening with flat wood surrounds: one flush door and one opening for the snack bar counter. The
rear, west fagade features two doors and another opening for the snack bar with narrow, molded wood
trim. A narrow, plywood shed stands at the plain north end wall.

Redwood Chapel (APN 070-121 -29)

Standing alone at the top of a steep driveway just west of and downhill from the pool facility is the 1,240
square-foot Redwood Chapel. The single-story building is rectangular in plan with an asphalt shingle-clad
gable roof and a poured concrete slab foundation. The roof features wide overhanging eaves with exposed
rafters, a plain wood fascia and an extension supported by wood posts at the northeast corner to provide a
cover over an exterior concrete patio. The building is clad in vertical board and batten siding, except at
the front entry configuration. The main entrance is centered on the south, front facade beneath a wide
eave and pronounced wood beam, and consists of a center bay with a pair of flush doors topped by a fixed
single-lite transom and an expanse of natural-finished horizontal siding above. Flanking the center bay are
two five-lite fixed wood-framed windows spanning from the floor to the ceiling and infilled with glass of
alternating colors. Two stone-clad piers extending out from the face of the wall complete the chapel
entrance which is lit at the exterior by a hanging globe light fixture. :
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The east fagade is punctuated by three sliding aluminum-frame windows, one aluminum-frame sliding
glass door, and one flush door. The openings all feature simple flat wood trim., There are no openings in
the north fagade. A brick chimney stands near the north end of the west facade which also includes a
built-in exterior wood storage unit, three aluminum-frame sliding windows, two small jalousie windows
and two flush doors.

Fir and Pine Cabins (APN 070-121-29)

The Fir and Pine cabins are situated just south of and downhill from Redwood Chapel on a flat clearing.
A gravel parking area covers the site west of the cabins and a wooded hillside slopes up to the east,
behind the cabins. The two single-story buildings are rectangular in plan with asphalt shingle-clad gable
roofs with exposed rafter tails and a roof extension supported by a wood post and beam structure at the
entry porches. The buildings are essentially identical and are sited at a slight angle from each other,
following the terrain of the hillside. The wood-frame structures are supported by a poured concrete
foundation and are clad in shiplap wood siding with vertical wood board at the upper section of the gable
end walls. The fenestration consists of both aluminum and vinyl sliding windows with flat wood
surrounds. One flush wood door punctuates the north, south and west fagade of each cabin. Lastly, a
small, plywood-clad shed-roofed utility closet with a single-panel wood door extends out from the east
side of each building.

Hemlock and Oak Cabins (APN 070-121-29)

The Hemlock and Oak cabins are located on Tabernacle Drive directly east of and downhill from the Fir
and Pine cabins, and present a very similar design to the Fir and Pine cabins as well. Nestled among a
grove of redwoods, the wood-frame buildings stand on poured concrete foundations and feature gable
roofs with exposed rafter tails and a roof extension supported by a wood post and beam structure at the
front entry porch. The cabins are clad in wood shiplap siding with vertical wood boards at the upper
sections of the gable end walls, and they maintain flush door with molded wood surrounds at the front
fagades and flat wood trim at all other fagades. A combination of steel multi-lite fixed and casement
windows punctuate the exterior walls and are surrounded with flat wood trim only at the front facades. A
small, shed-roofed, plywood-clad utility closet stands at the north end of the Oak cabin, and a section of
the rear wall of the Hemlock cabin was replaced with plywood cladding and small sliding vinyl window.

RV Park (Auto Camp)

Cabins (APN 070-141-06)

Three, small single-story buildings stand at the northwest end of the RV parking lot, just east of the creek
among large redwood trees. The cabins are rectangular in plan and each footprint covers an area of
approximately 70 square-feet. The simple shed roof structures appear almost identical and are sited with
the front fagades of two facing east and the front fagade of one facing west. Standing on wood
foundations, the cabins are connected at the exterior by a raised wood deck.

Each building is clad in painted plywood sheets with flat wood corner boards. Rolled asphalt roofing
covers the shed roofs. The shed roofs of the two western cabins slopes down to the west and the shed roof
on the eastern cabin slopes to the east. Exposed rafters extend to the plain fascia board at the high end of
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the shed roofs. The front, deck-facing facades each feature one door opening with a flush door below a
two-lite sliding vinyl window. A wall-mounted light fixture extends from the wall adjacent the doorway
at each cabin. There are no openings in any of the side fagades, and one large two-lite sliding vinyl
window penetrates each of the back facades.

Evaluation Criteria

National

National Register Bulletin Number 15, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation,
describes the Criteria for Evaluation as being composed of two factors. First, the property must be
«associated with an important historic context.”!” The National Register of Historic Places identifies four
possible context types, of which at least one must be applicable at the national, state, or local level. As
listed under Section 8, “Statement of Significance,” of the National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form, these are:

“A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

“B, Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

«“C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or poSSesses high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

“D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history.”'®
Second, for a property to qualify under the National Register’s Criteria for Evaluation, it must also retain
“historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its signiﬁcance.”19 While a property’s
significance relates to its role within a specific historic context, its integrity refers to “a property’s
physical features and how they relate to its signiﬁcam:e.”20 To determine if a property retains the physical
characteristics corresponding to its historic context, the National Register has identified seven aspects of
integrity. These are:

“[ ocation is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic
event occurred...

“Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a
property...

17 How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, National Register Bulletin, no. 15 {Washington,
D.C.: United States Department of the Interior, 1997), 3.

18 How to Complete the National Register Registration Form, National Register Bulletin, no. 16A (Washington,
D.C.: United States Department of the Interior, 1997), 75.

19 How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, 3.

2 Ibid., 44.
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“Setting is the physical environment of a historic property...

“Materials is the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of
time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property...

“Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any
given period in history or prehistory...

“Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of
time...

“Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic
property.”Zl

Since integrity is based on a property’s significance within a specific historic context, an evaluation of a
property’s integrity can only occur after historic significance has been established.”

Criteria Consideration A
Certain types of properties are not usually considered eligible for listing in the National Register. One of
these types is religious properties. Religious properties can only be found eligible for listing in the

National Register if they meet specific criteria consideration as published in the CFR Title 36, Part 60. A
religious property must derive its primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or

 Itis significant under a theme in the history of religion having secular scholarly recognition; or

* Itis significant under another historical theme, such as exploration, settlement, social
philanthropy, or education; or

* Itissignificantly association with traditional cultural values.?

State

California Office of Historic Preservation’s Technical Assistance Series #6, California Register and
National Register: a Comparison, outlines the differences between the federal and state processes. The
context types to be used when establishing the significance of a property for listing on the California
Register of Historical Resources are very similar, with emphasis on local and state significance. They are:

*! Ibid., 44-45.
> Ibid., 45.
“ Ibid., 26.
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“1_Tt is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the United
States; or

«3 Tt is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national
history; or ’

«3. Tt embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, o method of
construction or represents the work of a master, Or pOSS€SS€S high artistic values; or

«“4. Tt has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history of
the local area, California, or the nation.”*

Integrity must also be determined for a property to be listed on the state register. The California Register
of Historical Resources maintains a similar definition of integrity, while provided for a slightly lower
threshold than the National Register.

In addition to separate evaluations for eligibility to the California Register, the state will automatically list
resources if they are listed or determined eligible for the NRHP through a complete evaluation process.25

Unlike the National Register, the California Register does not maintain a Criteria Consideration for
religious properties. The only Criteria Considerations under the California Register are for moved
resources, resource less than fifty years old and reconstructed building.”®

Local

Santa Cruz County Code, Chapter 16.42, Section 050 establishes ratings of significance and criteria for
listing properties and districts in the Santa Cruz County historic resources inventory. “Structures, objects,
sites and districts shall be designated as historic resources if, and only if, they meet one or more of the
following criteria and have retained their architectural integrity and historic value:

1) The resource is associated with a person of local, State or national historical significance.

2) The resource is associated with an historic event or thematic activity of local, State or national
importance.

3) The resource is representative of a distinct architectural style and/or construction method of a
particular historic period or way of life, or the resource represents the work of a master builder or

24 California Register and National Register: A Comparison, California Office of Historic Preservation Technical
Assistance Series, no. 6 (Sacramento, CA: California Department of Parks and Recreation, 2006), 1.

25 Al State Historical Landmarks from number 770 onward are also automatically listed on the California Register.
(California Register of Historical Resources: The Listing Process, California Office of Historic Preservation
Technical Assistance Series, no. 5 [Sacramento, CA: California Department of Parks and Recreation, ndl, 1)

26 California Register and National Register: A Comparison, 3.
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architect or possesses high artistic values.

4) The resource has yielded, or may likely yield, information important to history.

Evaluation of Significance

Current Designations

Age

The first consideration for determining a property
least fifty years old to be included in either the National Register or the California Register. Most of the

cabins at the RV Park. A thorough inspection of historic photographs in combination with the on-site
analysis indicates that the Maintenance Office was likely constructed in the 1960s or later. At this time
there is no definitive proof that the building is fifty years old. In regards to the cabins at the RV Park,
there also is no definitive proof as to the exact age of the buildings. Most likely they were constructed

After reviewing the history of the property and conducting a intensive site Visit, it appears that it would be
most appropriate to evaluate the site for eligibility as a historic district. A historic district “possesses a
significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, buildings, structures, or objects united
historically or aesthetically by plan or physical development.”?’ None of the buildings assessed at the
Mission Springs Camp and Conference Center appear to be individually eligible for listing in the national,
state or local registers for historical associations, associations to significant persons or for individual

architectural distinction, However, there appears to be the potential for a historic district due to the

* How to Apply the National Register Criteria Jor Evaluation, 5.
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concentration of buildings united historically by the establishment of the Mission Springs Camp and
Conference Center. As a district, portions of the Mission Springs Camp and Conference Center property
appears to be potentially significant under Criterion A/1/2 within the context of associations with events
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history, as well as
under Santa Cruz County Criteria 3 as a resource that is representative of a distinct construction method
of a particular historic period or way of life.

Criterion A (NRHP) /1 (CRHR)/ 2 (Santa Cruz County): The Mission Springs Camp and Conference
Center was developed on a former ranch property in the mid-1920s as a religious camp for a community
affiliated with the Swedish Evangelical Missionary Association of California. Mission Springs was
constructed in a mountainous and heavily wooded region of unincorporated Santa Cruz County, just west
of Scotts Valley. In order to bolster the financial resources available for the development of the camp,
much of the original forty-five acres were subdivided into parcels averaging one-half acre a piece and
leased to individuals associated with the organization for the construction of seasonal cabins. The Mission
Spring’s buildings were originally constructed around the flat lawn area in the southwest section of the
property, while the single-family cabins were established along winding streets throughout the hills
surrounding the camp. By the end of the first twenty-five years of development, this unique community in
the Scotts Valley area with strong ties to Californians of Swedish heritage and consisting of a religious
camp and conference center grounds surrounded by seasonal cabins was firmly established and
maintained a strong and distinct identity within the region. A second wave of development of the camp
and conference center occurred post-World War 11, following the loss of several original buildings due to
fire and with the onset of 2 campaign to purchase more property and expand the camp facilities. The camp
and conference center continues to function today with the same religious mission on which it was
originally founded.

As an insularly developed community with significant ties to immigrants of Swedish heritage and within
the context of early community development within the Santa Cruz Mountains and Scoftts Valley area, it
appears that as a district the initial construction (the first twenty five years) at Mission Springs, focusing
primarily on the residential construction, maintains strong associations with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of local history, and the cultural heritage of Santa Cruz
County. Therefore, it appears that the property would be potentially eligible for listing under Criterion
A/1/2.

Criterion B (NRHP) / 2 (CRHR)/1(Santa Cruz County): While many people were involved the
establishment of Mission Springs, research has not shown the property to be directly associated with the
lives of persons significant in our past within a local, state or national context. Therefore, it appears that
the property would not be eligible for listing under Criterion B/2.

Criterion C (NRHP) / 3 (CRHR)/3 (Santa Cruz County): Many of the buildings at Mission Springs can
best be described as Vernacular/National Folk in style, with most of the post-World War 11 buildings
maintaining many characteristic of the Modern/Contemporary styles. None of the individual designs
appear to be unique or exceptional examples of their style or type within the scope of American of
Californian architectural history or within the smaller regional context. No architects, planners or master

Mission Springs Camps and Conference Center Historic Resource Evaluation Page | 19
Interactive Resources Project No. 2016-041



builders have been identified as having been associated with the overall layout or any of the subject
structures at Mission Springs.

As individual examples of an architectural style, the buildings at Mission Springs lack significant
distinction; however as a potential district the community as a whole, inclusive of the seasonal cabins,
does illustrate a unique development method with the formation of the camp and conference center
surrounded by individually-constructed single-family cabins in varying designs located throughout the
surrounding hills. In particular at the County level, the potential district does appear to be “representative
of a distinct... construction method of a }Sarticular historic period or way of life,” with an entire
community established in the early twentieth century consisting of seasonal cabins, Vernacular in style,
and constructed by individuals connected to Mission Springs and the Swedish Evangelical Missionary
Association of California. Therefore, the individual subject buildings appear to not meet the level of
significance for listing relative to design under Criterion C/3. However, Mission Springs as a potential
district focusing primarily on the earliest seasonal cabins maintains unique planning and development
patterns that appear potentially eligible under Criterion C/3 and at the County level under Criteria 3.

Criterion D (NRHP) / 4 (CRHR): It does not appear that the buildings at Mission Spring have yielded, or
are likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the
nation, and therefore do not appear significant under Criterion D/4.

Criteria Consideration A

Mission Springs was developed as a religious camp and conference center and still serves as a religious
facility today. Therefore, it is important to note that in order to be eligible for the NRHP the property
must meet Criteria Consideration A. If the potential district were to be found eligible for listing in the
NRHP it could only be determined significant under the general historical theme of settlement and
development, and could not be found significant based solely on the site’s religious history. However, for
the purposes of CEQA, a resource is not required to meet the high standards of the national criteria for
listing, but only needs to meet the eligibility requirements for listing on the state or local registers, which
do not have any criteria considerations for religious properties.

Period of Significance

The period of significance refers to the span of time during which significant events and activities
occurred. Under Criterion A (NRHP)/ 1 (CRHR)/ 2 (County of Santa Cruz) and Criterion C (NRHP)/ 3
(CRHR)/ 3 (County of Santa Cruz) the period of significance for the potential Mission Springs Historic
District appears to be during the first phase of development of the original forty-five acres spanning from
1926, the date which construction of the camp and conference center began, to circa 1950, the date when
Mission Springs began to purchase additional properties and expand the camp facilities. The first phase of
development is directly tied to the establishment of Mission Springs, the transformation of the property
from a ranch to a religious camp and conference center, the initial layout of the campus and the
construction of the surrounding individual seasonal cabins. The period from 1926-c.1950 encompasses
the era during which the development of the site made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
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local history, the cultural heritage of Santa Cruz County, and illustrates a unique way of life of the early
community members associated with Mission Springs and the League.

Contributing Resources

A contributing resource is any building, structure, object or site within the boundaries of a defined historic
district which reflects the significance of the district as a whole, either based on historic associations,
historic architectural qualities or archaeological features. A district may be considered eligible even if all
of the components lack individual distinction, provided that the grouping achieves significance as a whole
within its historic context.

The potential Mission Springs Historic District would consist of an integrated collection of buildings
rather than of individual resources. Resources that would contribute to the potential Mission Springs
Historic District are buildings that were constructed or renovated within the period of significance from
1926-¢.1950; are located on the original forty-five acres (see Figure 33 below for an approximation of the
potential boundary); and maintain historic integrity. The majority of the potential contributing resources
would consist of the seasonal cabins constructed surrounding the camp and conference property that were
leased to help fund the initial development. The three buildings that are the subject of this report and
appear to fall within the period of significance and are located on the original forty-five acres include:

* Creekside Lounge
e 306 Tabernacle Drive, Ivy Cabin
s 316 Tabernacle Drive Cabin

The exact ages of the three buildings listed above have not been definitely determined through archival
research. Historic photos illustrate that the Creekside Lounge may have been the Men’s Dormitory at one
time and certain architectural features, such as the siding indicate it was likely constructed during the
proposed period of significance (see Figures 13 and 14). Also, while assessor’s records indicate the two
cabins on Tabernacle Drive as having been constructed in 1953, no other evidence corroborates that date.
Again, architectural features such as some remaining windows and exterior siding indicate that they might
have been originally constructed earlier than 1953, and would therefore potentially fall within the period
of significance. '

Non-contributing Resources

A district can also contain building, structures, sites, objects or open spaces that do not contribute to the
significance of the district. Most of the buildings addressed in this report fall outside the proposed period
of the significance and/or are not located on the original forty-five acre parcel (see Figure 33 below).
These buildings include:

e Fireside Hall (1956)

e Maintenance Office (post-1965)

e Pool House (1953, located Mission Woods)

e Redwood Chapel (1962, located in Mission Woods)

e Fir and Pine Cabins (1960, located in Mission Woods)

Mission Springs Camps and Conference Center Historic Resource Evaluation Page | 21
Interactive Resources Project No. 2016-041 ‘



¢ Hemlock and Oak Cabins (1960, located in Mission Woods)
e RV Park Cabins (post-1962)

Evaluation of Integrity

After the historic significance has been established, the resource’s historic integrity must also be assessed.
For a property to qualify as historically significant under the National Register’s Criteria for Evaluation, it
must retain “historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its significance.” The California
Register of Historical Resources maintains a similar definition of integrity, while provided for a slightly
lower threshold than the National Register. While a property’s significance relates to its role within a
specific historic context, its integrity refers to “a property’s physical features and how they relate to its
significance.” Further, for a building to meet registration requirements under Criteria C/3 (Architecture)
as an individual resource, the property would need to retain sufficient character-defining features in order
to reflect design intent. To determine if a property retains the physical characteristics corresponding to its
historic context, the National and California Registers have identified seven aspects of integrity, as
described previously in this report.

In the case of the assessment of a district, the majority of the components that add to the district’s historic
character, even if they are individually undistinguished, must possess integrity, as must the district as a
whole.”® Because the potential district has yet to be fully defined and evaluated, the following assessments
of integrity address only the resources which are the subject of the report and appear to be potentially
eligible as contributors to the potential district. The integrity of the potential district as a whole is not
addressed, because it is beyond the scope of this report and the level of assessment required for the
subject permit application.

Assessment of the Creekside Lounge integrity:

Location
It appears that the building remains at its original site, and therefore retains the integrity of location.

Design

The ;%roperty retains a significantly diminished integrity of design. Most of the windows appear to be
replacements and much of the original siding has been changed. Although not confirmed, the building
may have once been the Men’s Dormitory, if that is the case, then the building appears to have been
further altered with a revised roof line and relocation of entrances. Overall the building maintains only its
original form and a few features that illustrate its original design. Therefore, the building does not retain
integrity of design.

Setting
The building was originally constructed as a support structure for the Mission Springs Camp and
Conference Center. The building is sited among several large redwood trees and stands on a steep site that

% How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, 5.
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slopes down to Lockhart Gulch. Today the building functions as a support structure for Mission Springs
and remains part of the wooded campus. Overall, it appears that the building maintains its integrity of
setting.

Materials
The building appears to have lost much of its original siding and fenestration. Therefore, the building

does not appear to maintain its integrity of materials.

Workmanship
The building retains some of its original construction as illustrated in the remaining siding, but a

significant amount has been lost to alteration leading to a much diminished integrity of workmanship.

Feeling
The building maintains its integrity of feeling, as it clearly illustrates its aesthetic and historic nature as a

Mission Springs support structure.

Association
Finally, the building maintains its integrity of association to the Mission Springs Camp and Conference

Center.

Findings

Overall, the Creekside Lounge appears to retain integrity of location, setting, feeling and association, but
due to significant alterations at the buildings appears to have significantly lost most of its integrity of
design, materials and workmanship leading to an overall loss of integrity.

Assessment of 306 Tabernacle Drive’s integrity:

Location
It appears that the building remains at its original site, and therefore retains the integrity of location.

Design

The %uilding has undergone alterations, deferred maintenance and lost some of its character defining
features. The overall mass and form appear to be intact; however most of the original siding has been
changed, an opening enclosed, and an awning added over the entry. The building does appear to maintain
several potentially original windows. Overall, the building maintains a diminished integrity of design.

Setting

The building was originally constructed as a cabin for an individual associated with Mission Springs and
sited on a forested hillside. Today, the building remains set within a wooded setting within Mission
Springs. Overall, it appears that the building maintains its integrity of setting.

Materials
The building appears to have lost much of its original siding, trim and at least one exterior door.

Therefore, the building does not appear to maintain its integrity of materials.
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Workmanship
A significant amount the original siding and trim has been lost, leading to a much diminished integrity of

workmanship.

Feeling
The building maintains its integrity of feeling, as it clearly illustrates its aesthetic and historic nature as a

cabin at Mission Springs.

Association
Finally, the building maintains its integrity of association to the Mission Springs Camp and Conference

Center.

Findings

Overall, the cabin at 306 Tabernacle Drive appears to retain integrity of location, setting, feeling and
association, but due to numerous alterations and deferred maintenance, the buildings appears to have lost
most of its integrity of design, materials and workmanship leading to a general loss of integrity.

Assessment of 316 Tabernacle Drive’s integrity:

Location
It appears that the building remains at its original site, and therefore retains the integrity of location.

Design

The guilding’s design presents numerous alterations. A large, two-story, flat-roofed deck, carport and
storage area addition extends out from the front of the cabin obscuring the original design features.
Further, much of the original siding material has been replaced, as have most of the windows and exterior
doors. Only a few character defining features remaining including some of the wood siding and
potentially two original windows. Due to the significant alterations, the building does not retain integrity
of design. ’

Settin

The b\%ilding was originally constructed as a residential cabin sited on a forested hillside at Mission
Springs. The primary change in setting for the cabin was the adjacent construction of Laurel Lodge in
1963. While now owned by Mission Springs, and no longer leased to a private individual, the building
still serves as a residence. Overall, it appears that the building maintains most of its integrity of setting.

Materials
The building appears to have lost much of its original siding and fenestration. Therefore, the building

does not appear to maintain its integrity of materials.

Workmanship
The building retains little of its original construction. Due to the significant amount of original features

that have been lost to alterations the building no longer retains integrity of workmanship.

Feeling
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The large addition at the front of the building in conjunction with the numerous alterations have
diminished the cabin’s integrity of feeling.

Association
Finally, the building does still maintain its integrity of association, as a cabin connected with the Mission

Springs Camp and Conference Center.

Findings

Overall, the cabin at 316 Tabernacle Drive appears to retain integrity of location, setting and association,
but due to significant alterations at the buildings appears to have significantly lost most of its integrity of
design, materials, workmanship and feeling leading to an overall loss of integrity.

Conclusion

The subject buildings that have been evaluated do not appear to be individually historically significant
under any of the established criteria and would not be individually eligible for listing in the national, state
or local registers. It appears that there may be a potential historic district at Mission Springs
encompassing the structures built on the original forty-five acres (see Figure 33 below) within the initial
period of development 1926-¢.1950. The focus of the potential district would be primarily on the seasonal
residential cabins and potentially some of the Mission Springs Camps and Conference Center buildings if
they also were constructed within the period of significance, are located on the original forty-five acres,
and maintain historic integrity.

Additional research and analysis would be required to more definitely establish a potential historic district
and identify potential contributing resources. The additional work, which would include a parcel survey
of the entire forty-five acres, is outside of both the scope of this evaluation and the scope of the required
cultural review for the permit application necessitating this report. Regardless, the focused research and
analysis completed for this project indicates that none of the subject buildings would contribute to a
potential historic district due to having been constructed after the proposed period of significance or
having a lack of integrity stemming from extensive alterations. Therefore, the subject buildings identified
in this report (Creekside Lounge, 306 Tabernacle Drive, 316 Tabernacle Drive, Fireside Hall, the
Maintenance Office, the poo! house, Redwood Chapel, Fir and Pine cabins, Hemlock and Oak cabins, and
the RV Park cabins) do not appear to be historical resources as defined by the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Section 21084.1; as such none of the proposed work included in the current Use
Permit Amendment application would not have a significant impact on any identified historic resources.

Consultant Qualifications

Pursuant to Code of Federal Regulations, 36 CFR Part 61, the author, Kimberly Butt, ATA, meets the
Secretary of the Interior’s qualification standards for professionals in historic architecture and
architectural history.
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Figures

Figure 1. USGS Map showing the property location cireled

Mission Springs Camps and Conference Center Historic Resource Evaluation Page | 26
Interactive Resources Project No. 2016-041




.

{
Ak RO
A

R

SRt gt

Heras

;
i

L

Fews A

shaded,

rty

ope

fon pr
, Sheet

t Ea
81

khar

ilda Loc

Mat

¢
Cr

ith th
Sania

ounty w

C

Uz

-3,

Santa C

of
h

Map

1880-81
Sourc

igure 2

F

26

1880-

ounty,

s

z

U

of

1880 Map

t, 7. W.

'

y’

Wi

(4

haded.

M

Ty

aton proper

-

Matilda and John E

{

County from 1906 with the

=
e

¢ 3: Map of Santa Cruz

g

F

Page | 27

ion

toric Resource Evaluati

18

Camps and Conference Center H

prings

Mission S
Interact

ject No. 2016-041

ive Resources Pro



Subsdivision No.g

MISSION SPRINGS
CONFERENCE GROUND

Being apart of Sec 3T 08 R2W
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY CALIE
Surveyed by Lioyd Bowman
County Surveyor
Scale (=100
July,1926
Sheet Noiof 3 Sheets

&
4
3
¥
i
§

AP

¥

©A Miver

FE Leviston

Mission Springs in 1926,

filed by

sion map

Figure 4: Subdivi

Page | 28

s and Conference Center Historic Resource Evaluation

p

Mission Springs Cam

-041

Interactive Resources Project No. 2016



w%
v5 =
S
5 :;3 Ly W
2 irimaA
3 Mg B EA i
8 ppize B LI
g¥ L vE 8. o w i
woE R =~=-(:"‘vm S:’ :
& ELYE Np A
B Ylarod 3 R0
& FurggaimA g
h SBiLGR % s
HoSisitoRE ¥
& & g ] i e D
o LOR iz "
E P g o9
E g.ﬁ, < U2
el
5z
Figure 5: Subdivision map filed by Mission Springs in 1926,
Sheet 2 above shows the parcel that would be the RV Park.
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Figure 6: Mission Springs looking northeast toward the central lawn area ¢, 1944, Note the original Houghion
Farmhouse on the right side of the image at the location of the present day Fireside Hall,
Source: Mission Springs, 1944,

Figure 7: View across the central lawn looking south, 2016.
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